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Many people made contributions to the research for this work. I 
would like t o  thank those who provided particularly helpful information o r  
services that enabled me to  canplete the project. Mrs. Ehna W c k e l  and 
Reverend Henry Swanson provided infomation about Zion, Groveland and St. 
Paul, Orlando. Reverend Donald Burgdorf arranged interviews w i t h  scm of 
the founders of Holy Trinity, Masaryktuwn, and Reverend James 'Xunze and 
Esther Fischer supplied information about the formation of Zion, Gotha and 
Trinity, Orlando. Southern D i s t r i c t  archivist Reverend James E r t l  researched 
the f i l e s  in New Orleans and translated sane of the minutes and reports re- 
corded in German. Reverend K u r t  Biel reorganized the Florida-Georgia District 
archives so one can now easily locate pertinent doammts. Researchers a t  
the Concordia Historical Insti tute in  St. Iouis supplied synodical reports 
and s ta t is t ics .  Dr .  Echrmnd and Carol Kallina of the University of Central 
Florida read the text  and provided helpful cammts. I am greatly indebted 
to my advisor, Dr .  Paul Wehr, who guided mj research. The only disaplpoint- 
ment I experienced occurred when it was impossible to locate thirty-two 
volumes of the hgustana Syndd's Florida District minutes and reports. I 
alone am responsible for any 'inaccuracies included in the text. Finally, 
T thank my wife, Linda, who permitted IE to  use the kitchen table for the 
las t  four years and patiently awaited the canpletion of my research. + 
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The great majority of Lutherans who came to the United States during 
the nineteenth century settled in the upper Mississippi River valley. While 
the Salzburger Lutherans established a mid-eighteenth century Georgia settle- 
ment and Lutherans established a pre-Civil W a r  congregation in Lake City, no 
synod initiated a concerted effort to  serve Florida until a few Lutherans 
arrived in the state during the last  third of the nineteenth century. Inter- 
mittent pastoral care, financial difficulties, slaw growth and the frustratfons 
caused by apparent synodical neglect created barriers to  forming the institu- 
tional stability that could attract members. A practice of "gathering in 
Lutherans" of the same European background also limited membership gruwth. 
Between 1868 and 1948, Orlando-area Lutheran congregations formed the 
religious institutions to  serve their members and developed a permanent struc- 
ture for serving the needs of the people in the region. Early in this  period, 
Missouri Synod, Augustana Synod and the Slovak Evangelical Lutheran Church 
(SEE)  mission boards sent pastors to  serve Lutherans who moved to central 
Florida. While mission work did not initially take place in Orlando, the 
congregations later founded h the city supported the older rural missions and 
helped start new congregations. The area's Lutheran pastors served mission 
stations located in tms as far away as Groveland and Masaryktm, making 
Orlando the hub of central Florida Lutheran activity. The state 's  rapid popu- 
lation growth required the congregations and pastors to  serve larger numbers 
of prospective members scattered over a greater region. When the lutherans of 
Orlando, Gotha, Slavia and Groveland faced mission challenges that could 
_ _  - - 
be solved by establishing regional institutions, they worked for synodical 
approval of districts headquartered in Florida. Not until the 1946 founding 
of the Augustana Synod's Florida District and the 1948 founding of the Missouri 
Synod's Florida-rgia District did Orlando-area congregations ccmplete the 
developnt of regional religious institutions that would serve the unique 
needs of Florida's population. 
During this eighty-year period, Lutherans faced diffi&lt challenges. 
They had to establish congregations and gain synodical recognition to receive 
pastoral care. Synodical financial aid might alleviate congregational money 
problems, permit members to build churches and call pastors. The congregations 
had to provide for the Christian education of their members. Unlike the larger 
Midwestern congregations whose.members established parochial schools that pro- 
vided Christian education, the smaller Florida congregations had to utilize the 
Sunday school and auxiliary organizations to provide Christian education and 
acceptable recreation. Auxiliary groups also aided pastors in carrying out 
duties and in mst congregations raised money to meet financial needs. 
Sane religious practices hindered Lutheran ministry in Florida. In 
most cases, foreign-language worship limited ministry to those already members 
of Lutheran congregations. Political quietism and a desire for maintaining 
confessional purity isolated ktherans frat the Protestant mainstream. Synodi- 
cal restrictions on pulpit and altar fellmhip eliminated contacts w i t h  
Lutherans of other synods. The difficulties created by these traditions 
reached a climax during World War I and continued to challenge Lutherans until 
Wbrld War 11. 
Lutheran congregations that served central Florida settlers were 
started in two different ways. Slovak and Swedish-groups established 
,. agricultural colony c-es or came to Florida as workers for agricul- 
2-*r 
1 colony campanies. The Slovaks attempted to start SELC congregations 
b+-4* 8 
-;>k;w Slavia, Zellwood and Masaryktam. The Swedes tried to establish Augustana 
, -22 5. - 
- 'k: .$,? 
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4 -2. 
?i;:! 1 _, Synod congregations in New Upsala and Groveland. In most cases they utilized 
i.15 the congregation to maintain traditional cultural and religious practices and 
;tdr ;*;+\- -4;$3qTy&g 
<4?LTP , - >,-*  $!-.*%-,..,I 
7-51? 
requested the services of their synod. German Lutheran families who cam to 
-+ - 1. - I 
d for agricultural prosperity. The Missouri Synod sent 
6; traveling missionaries to "gather them in" and .fom a congregation to preserve 
!.!.-> $:';*:.% 
 confessional be lief s . Missionaries like Reverend Edward Fischer developed 
;,J& additional congregations throughout Florida. 
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Pastors of the three "nother" congregations of the area (Zion, Gotha, 
+.,,: ,: y; i.: , : 
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k?;. . _. -. St. Luf;&'p Slavia an Zion, &-ovel&d) started missions as part of their duties. 
$5 : Pastor George Trapp, Sr., of Zion, Gotha formally established Trinity, Orlando L.* ,*2 :..:-' ;;rt;.qJ ;: 
.p; h , :'.
E-7.;: and left Zion to continue his successful work in the city. Pastor Stephen 
':Ii g .A- . m y  of St. Luke, Slavia established Holy Trinity, Masaryktaan. Pastor 0. E. 
d;'l17 'a,: 
-0': 
$3 Liden of Zion, Groveland organized St. Paul, Orlando and left Zion when 
d<: & 
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clty pron e an oppo%ulzlty for mission work. Trap 
iF; $7 and Liden also participated in the planning for the foxmation of new Auw- 
-. ? . 
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$;:! "hd Missouri Synod districts that included Florida. 
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ILUTWWWS IN THE ORLANDO AREA BEFORE 1900 
American Imniqration 
The nineteenth century can be labeled the "imnigrant century. " 
ended on the eve of the Civil W a r .  
Reconstruction and cam to an abrupt 
.g :- t; ! - 
, . . ' fhaltwith World War I. U n t i l  the 1880s, mst imnigrants came from north- 
,.&a,-!,, ..I, .:. 
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In 1882, the peak year of the post-Civil W a r  northern European 
. t- ,: 
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?+I 2 7  ,,\- $$:'- imnigration, approximately 255,000 Gelmans and 100,000 Scandinavians 
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.L.i3~:;!z;+ ,A*; .. 'A. until World War I but the German population entering the country declined. 
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: gt,,p.,and southeastern Europe exceeded those arriving f ra t  northwestern mpe. $e;Ld,:g 
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. 3,.,;.- Cad ic S Because northern Europe was  heavily Lutheran, Lutheran imnigration declined 
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:, :,P'dS:RG& European irrrnigrants cam to post-Civil War Amrica for a variety 
m y  Europeans to  leave for the social mobility that America 
cans could purchase cheap land because of the 
E. Clifford Nelson, ed., The Iutherans in North mica 
lphia: Fortress Press, 1975), p. 256. 
and factory laborers. "America letters" (letters fran lknerican settlers 
~-5!:-+.pa,i i 
.-$5 #.-\- ' .. 
to mopean relati& and friends), publicity brochures, books and "birds 
of passage" encouraged many to go to the land of opportunity. After the 
Civil War, bprovements in travel enabled imnigrants to mnre more quickly 
and camfortably to their destinations. 
Wgrants entered a countxy undergoing rapid change. Between 1870 
and 1900, the United States doubled its population to 80 million and by 
1900, almost one-third of the population lived in urban areas. Railroad 
c m p ~ i e ~  quadrupled their mileage to 200,000 miles. Bqositions in 
Philadelphia (1876) and Chicago (1893) displayed Amrica ' s industrial expan- 
ii sion, technological innovation and the accoutrements of d rising standard 
of living. Huwever, imnigran& did not necessarily enjoy the benefits 
of an expanding economy or the broader cultural, social and educational 
opportunities they sought. They also found crime, political corruption, 
disease and a lonely isolation caused by their foreign tongues and customs. 3 
In response to this social isolation, many imnigrant groups used 
religious education and liturgical traditions in their language to maintain 
contact with their pasts and shelter themselves frcm corrupting mrican 
influences . Because. European "god-killers" like Man, Darwin, Nietzsche 
and Freud eroded old church loyalties on the Continent and mopean church 
3~ohn Eo Groh.and Robert H. Smith, 
North erican Life: 9776-1976, 1580-1980 
House, 1979, p. 78. 
eds. , The Lutheran Church in 
(St. Louis: Clayton Publishing 
%elson, Lutherans in North America, p. 306. 
attendance and participation declined, -. the imnigrants faced much the same 
crisis as did American dendnati~ns.~, In the United States, Darwinism, 
higher criticism and the challenge of a gruwing urban population threatened 
cultural, social and religious traditions. lb face these challenges, 
Protestant groups, unlike lutherans, divided into two major groups. 
@:+ 
':&;: American Protestantism and the South 
In reaction to the excesses of socialism and science, a group known 
as Social Christians folluwed leaders like Washington Gladden and Josiah 
f. ~'~tktron~. They pr-ted social action to change the world, creating a more 
&::~cQlrist-like society. Helping the poor and destitute, supporting oppressed 
workers and campaigning for social welfare legislation becam the major 
activities for Social Christians. The Panic of 1873, the railroad strike 
in 1877, the Pullman Strike and the mymarket Square incident encouraged 
them to challenge the nation to change the circumstances that brought about 
@&, Ji labor and social troubles. 
Another major group of Protestants can be labeled "private, " or 
evangelical, Christians. Fearful of atheistic socialism and the spread of 
hmrality, they follclwed leaders like Dwight L. m y  and Billy Sunday. 
. , W s  group p m t e d  revivalism to save the individual £ran private vices pi: &, 
like drinking and dancing and to convert believers to practice a life of 
personal holiness. The evangelicals rejected Social Christian methods 
5 I Martin Marty, Riqhteous wire: The Protestant Ekperience in 
i-*:2Qrerica (New York: Dial Press, 1970), p. 168. 
p j , x-J- 6 yq: : # I  Henry I?. May, "The Recovery of American Religious History, " $merican Historical Review 70 (October 1964) : 83. 
';, > 
,,p 
. . *- 
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because they believed that denminational camitrnents on political, econcmic 
-<  - - c 4  
, A  
%,1 
'and social issues meddled in areas that did not concern religious people. 
mese "quietists" generally separated their spiritual and familial life 
from the political. 7 
In 1870, more than half of the six million southern whites belonged 
.to evangelicalChristian denanhatiom. The Southern Baptist (1.8 million), 
Wthodist Qiscopal Church, South (1.45 million) and Southern Presbyterian 
:=;;,; ;:; :; 
Church in the United States (230,000) faced little ccmpetition fran other 
denminations. Catholicism, the only other large Southern denanination, 
posed no threat to proselytize Protestants in the Old South because ninety 
percent of the 1.4 million members lived in Texas, Xouisiana and Kentucky. 
Evangelical Protestantism provided Southerners w i t h  a religious 
refuge to help them deal with the region's problems. After the Civil Wm, 
I 
retarded industrial grmth and technical baclwardness plagued the merchant 
1 and shop-keeper. The crop lien system, soil erosion, low prices and the 
I 
boll weevil forced the farmer to live in constant fear of mortgage fore- 
I 
closure, the loss of land or permanent indebtedness. Just as imnigrants 
banded together and maintained religious traditions to foster ties w i t h  
the past, many Southern whites coped w i t h  their problems by folluwing the 
evangelical religious traditions that pre-dated the Civil War. 8 
Southern evangelicals emphasized revivalism, evangelism and liter- 
alism. Revivals provided social activities for the rural camunities. 
7 Marty, Riqhteous mire, pp. 168, 182-85. 
8Kenneth K. Bailey, Southern White Protestantism in the -tiem 
Century (New York: H%per and Raw, 1964), pp. ix, -2-5. 
Preachers at the week-long events often measured their success by the num- 
- : - 8  .: t ,  -. ... > -:h';....;,pL.. .. 
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ber of participants. EMngelism elevated the itinerant, little-educated 
preacher to a respected social position. It also involved laymen in 
church activities and gave them a pmverful voice in its organization. 
Biblical literalism mirrored the Southern conservative reluctance to re- 
examine traditional precepts. 
Rural whites, suffering econmically because of poor crop prices 
and psychologically because of the new status of black neighbors, were 
frustrated by the failure of their efforts to improve their social status. 
Many felt their "anguish of the spirit" could be salved only through 
prayer, supplication, mutual support and personal piety. lbst Southern 
Protestants believed blasphemy, gambling, drinking, dancing and divorce 
destroyed spiritual life. However, they saw little relation be-en 
Christian mrality and econcmic justice and shawed little compassion for 
the urban poor. They viewed the Pullman Strike participants as wicked 
. . 
- . - .  
- .  
. - 
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It provided a means of individual salvation and spiritual hope, reflected 
regional pride, rejected Social olristianity and gave the people a social 
outlet. 9 
Blacks did not take any leadership roles in the major Protestant 
,L\<i-..;>; ~ ~ ~ L ~ ~ , ~ l , ~ 7 & ~ ; ~ - ~ . , ' ~ 7 : + ! . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ . . ' ; ~ ~ ~ ~ i - ~ ~ \ * . . ~ ; ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ! ; ' { ~ ~ ' . . ~ ; :  .::*, ;.,~;y~= ?;?!''~~>~j~:~.y--.C?t.~ b3:>-y7=- - 
.;,, -;, . :qL 4 ,  bF3;:i; ,L&;*$;.:~;F; ;<:>; ; ;! , .; ,2,;,,-.!. ::., > ,;c c,??. ;-z.,; - L . : *.: .?. ., 1. ,i, ,.:ik!$*;$!$>.j?$i& f;Jj;$#$~~~::< denaminations. By 1880, almost all Southern-black and-white Protestants 
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worshipped in separate facilities. While segregation offered blacks an 
_ _ _ -  -. 
opportunity to develop their awn spiritual leadership, liturgical traditions 
and social activities, it also performed a valuable service for the white 
camunity. White patrons of black congregations frequently pressured them 
to enforce social controls on congregational mnhers. Cursing, rudeness, 
drunkeness; and theft were forbidden. While black church mmbers occasion- 
ally protested against social inequalities, they generally acccamdated 
themselves to the expectations of the dahant w h i t e  camomity. 10 
I 
I Nineteenth-century lutherans--generally politically inactive as a 
f 
group, fearful of European intellectual developnents and primarily a white 
I 
+ denomination-+re surface similarities to the Southern evangelical 
I 
i, 
I i  Christians. Huwever, their inmigrant heritage, a condemnation of revivalism 
and strong confessional unity-separated them frm the evangelicals. On a 
! 
1 grassroots level, Darwinism, biblical criticism and social change made no 
impact on Lutherans. Isolated by language, preoccupied with missions, 
evangelism and education, American Lutherans were mre concerned with their 
1 confessional identity and the challenges of ',&e~i&z&tTon." I The Lutherans, 1870-1900 
After 1870, many inmigrant Iutherans c q ~  to the United States for 
t political and econcmic reasons. The Germans, who fled ~ismarck's 
Kulturk-f and military conscription, and the Scandinavians, who generally t 
t sought cheap land, brought a new nationalistic spirit that separated them L 
£ran IPnericans. ' They wanted to maintain their traditions in the context 
l0Ibbert L. Hall, "~allahass&'s Black Churches,. 1865-1885, " 
Florida Historical Quarterly 58 (October 1979) : 185, 195-96. 
I 
of their native language and-utilize Lutheran institutions to perpetuate 
their European culture. 11 
M o s t  Lutherans settled in  the Midwest. Iutheran home mission activ- 
i t y  took priority over a l l  other forms of church work. lbst synods spent 
enomus sums locating the new i d g r a n t s  w i t h  a specific national back- 
ground, fonning congregations and providing them with pastors and teachers. 
When an Augustana Synod leader stated that hane missions w a s  the ingathering 
of "our scattered countqmm throughout the land," he meant the synod was 
- , \ ,,.-.;,, A.. ,, , . . . . --:,-;{, - . -  - 8 -, <. , ,  , . , . - -  8 
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responsible f o r  'gathering swedes. ~e &- circuit ridGr." on the' fbnti.& 
ited similar sentiments w i t h  his standard inquiry upon arrival in a 
Lutheran expansion, rapid in the Dakotas and upper Midwest, s&-d 
. . ,  
t . - .  ? .  
s it approached the Wst Coast and South. Evangelistic mthods, political 
~&&&&uietisn a d basic conservatism s luwed appeal to  Ehglish-speaking people. 
mglish-speaking Lutherans in the Eas t  as w e l l  as social refo-s and 
< labor. German Lutherans believed reform mvemnts and political activism 
''Carl S. Meyer, ed., Pbving Frontiers : Readings in the Kisto 
@$of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (St. Iouis: Concordia Publishin? 
House, 1964) , p. 354. Jon Diefenthaler, "Lutheran Schools in Prmerica, " 
i@aper presented a t  the Concordia Historical Institute Archival Conference, 
St. louis, Fall, 1983, p. 17, describes the use of institutions to  preserve 
European culture in  the United States. 
1 
.a-.C.C - 
were unwarranted infringements 6n individual rights. Many refused to join 
d avidly supported the ideas of laissez faire. A 3  even the Grang &$$igS;@ 
Many Scandinavian Lutheran groups bore distinct t r a i t s  that  separated 
them from German Lutherans. Caning £ran a tradition of pietism, Scandinavians 
accented conversion, good works and emotionalism in public mrship. These 
. - AT-;-: -7 p', 
.-.:;b-$!!;;.-$% 
religious practices-made them similar to the evangelical Baptists and 
Pkthodists. But the irrtnigrant Swedes were not evangelical Christians. Polit- 
ically active as a church in both mope  and the United States, they viewed 
politics as an opportunity to battle alcoholism, disease, poverty, crime and 
the disenfranchismt of wmen. l4 This tradition was counter to German and 
Southern hrotestant quietism and made the Swedes more similar to the Social 
Christian hmninations. 
Lutherans realized their ministers had to recruit the imnigrants 
when they arrived in the United States. A Michigan Methodist conducted can- 
m i o n  services for inmigrants and boasted about the large amounts of money 
them. l5 In New York, mthodist preacher Olof Hedstran proselytized 
Lutheran children because of the interesting activities conducted in hgl ish.  
Scandinavian Lutherans successfully adapted the Sunday school for mission 
outreach but German Lutherans disliked it. , They believed the Sunday school 
131bid., pp. 257, -260, 263; G. Everett Arden, Augustana Heritaqe: 
A History of the Augustana Lutheran Church (Rock Island, I l l inois : Augustana 
Press, 1963). D. 44; Groh, Lutheran Church in North a r i c a n  Life. m. 16. 141. 
th the public school system encouraged unionism and revivalism. 
catechetical teaching techniques did not adequately substitute fo r  
ly religious instruction in pamchial. schools. Tb carbat the successful 
hglish&peaking denominations made among hrnigrants, Iutherans s e n t .  
es to port cities to provide information about housing, congrega- 
ons and settlement areas. 
Several additional diff icul t ies  kept Lutherans frcm uniting or 
ing to broaden thei r  approach to missions. Many ru ra l  midwestern 
therans spoke foreign languages that  isolated them even frcm thei r  
glish-speaking brethren. Doctrinal disputes about predestination, the 
acceptance of lodge members and even the use of h g l i s h  for  worship frag- 
mented Lutherans into separate synods. Urban concentrations of Catholics, 
Jews and the poor made c i t i es  menchanting areas for Lutheran mission work. 16 
These problems, apparently making mst Lutheran bodies feel isolated even 
frcm other synods, forced them to restrict their work to gathering the 
people of similar national and linguistic backgrounds. 
Because most imnigrant Lutherans settled in the Midwest, few came 
I 
to the South before 1900. Only the Salzburg, Georgia, colonists (who 
arrived in 1734) and a few mall groups of Lutherans i n  flexas organized 
congregations before the Civil War. hbst new residents in the region, par- 
ticularly in  Florida, came frcm adjacent states and continued to practice 
lbIbid., p. 165. Nelson, Lutherans in North America, pp. 264-66 
describes the Lutheran approach to home missions, while chapters 12 and 1 4  




their Baptlst, Wthodist or Presbyterian faiths. l7 The first ~therans in 
I 
the Orlando area--the Swedes in New Vpsala and the Germans in Gotha-faced 
problems of speaking a foreign language and living in rural isolation. 
These early Florida Swedes and Germans provide local examples of the Lutheran 
challenges in the United States. 
Florida, 1870-1900 
The Iutherans who came to Florida after the Civil War found a state 
that showed pranise. Bewen 1870 and 1900, Jacksonville and Pensacola were 
the largest cities, and the state's population doubled to exceed 500,000. 
Despite peninsular Florida's sparse population, cowboys and cattle inhabited 
the Kiss- and Peace River valleys and a fledgling citrus industry 
brought farmers and an occasional developer to the Ridge, the sandy upland 
region between Lake City and Lake Okeechobee. 18 
To lure agricultural and industrial developers to the sparsely 
settled areas, the state g o v e m t  sponsored a post-1868 pramtional cam- 
paign. Guidebooks, travel accounts and articles in national periodicals 
pranised a fine curative climate for invalids and tourists and pramted 
r 
I/ Jams A. - -1, ed-, God's Amazinq Grace: A Centennial Histo 
of the Southern District of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, 1882-1%2, 
342n. p, n. d., p. 5 and Edwin P. Weber, "History of the Lutheran Church in 
3 ; C L  1 
zbrt:Florida, " Masters Thesis, University of ~lorida, July, 1946, p. 2, describe 
early history of Lutherans in the South. 
~&;;,:~:;iL+,sru;~ - 
>.;,-* - :<?.?: jii& %r ~ ,JY=~~?~& l8-lton W. ?&beau, A =story of Florida (-1 Wles, Florida: 
?%>Dniversity of Miaxni Press, 1971), pp. 257, 291-92, 331; Rodney E. Dillon, 
:#-"South Florida in 1860," Florida Historical Quarterly 60 (April 1982) : 
$$;440, 447-48, 450 ? wf1T' 
_ _  . - 
tivities as well. The prmoters extolled the virtues of soil that 
I 
corn, cotton, sweetpotatoes, tobacco and citrus and could provide 
' re. ' 
% I-? ‘A. 'Ii;$ . , feed for hogs, poultry, goats, sheep and cattle. When Henry Flagler can- 
;$fi?pleted his Florida East Coast Railway in 1896, access to the east coast h- 
,$j:2L,-> 
,,y-- ". 2'FC, r:-dl 
:&;:'proved and encouraged tourists, invalids and developers to mve to the area. 19 
:.*,:; .+*>:: . 3%; .:$:q,;!>;T 
->'. .. . 8 ,... .* . , w  I '.>? 
, . ~ , l $ ~ ~ :  !&;:: 
:Ah,:,,>; .:.7 y~;h lopers arrived in central Florida, they hoped to establish 
$$ ?orange groves and cattle ranches. They mdiately discovered the cawboys 
.in the area provided only part-time labor and black laborers were not 
t, -* .r 
,LP . . >.-I + - . ~ ~ ~ 1 1 y  - 7. -. . acceptable. To solve this problem, land uwners brought in Swedes 
- 8; (+?4: g { 7 3  
- 
$%->.?: 
--$q to do the work. These Swedes, who settled near Sanford, established the 
%tu- .-,< 
The New Upsala Wdes on Henry Sanford's Plantation p2:y:; ,$$?*; Ls.+,> 4;. $!! , q;. ;): ;;'."'";""d. '- 4 s ;.;:a? ...< I+ . '4 $- 7;$3,?2 ,,;;; ,;,.$$.: ;,) 
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!7i;. ,;.$!y.,;(;<; .!.+AT8 . Like most Lutheran sf the history of Swedish Lutherans is ;Awl> ,;.:5,;Li?$$p& FYri'.?. . . -  .--.- 
k!;::.i;generally t ' k.+; !: an account of the settling of the upper Mississippi River valley. 
viewed as a part of the migration of Swedes to America, the Florida 
number and little evidence of their culture remains today. LV 
j&!;:~etween 1870 and 1880, Swedes established a number of settlements at Lake 
? 'Jessup (1871), Pierson (1876), Piedmnt (1877) and Forest City (1880) . The g.: fz&y?Gp, 
j& l,!s>L:t< -if& 
3%. i-~;:.:largest of these Central Florida settlemnts, established in 1870, was the 
;: 
',". 
, I-@ ' 5 
ford. Unfortunately , 
. , pp.' 448-49. Paul S. George, "Passage to the New Eden: 
ami fran Flagler through Everest G. Sewell," Florida Historical 
59 (April 1981): 442, sumnarizes Flagler's railroad activities. 
O~ettye D. Snith, "New Upsala and Florida's Swedish Settlers, " 
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Beach, 1979, p. 1. 
Annual Meeting, Florida Historical 
only the Pierson settlement ma-hkained its distinctive w s h  a l e e  after 
the second generation of settlers. 
21 
New Upsala was closely connected to the history of Sanford, Florida. 
Henry Shelton Sanford of CoMecticut, a wealthy career diplanat, visited the 
st. Johns River valley and Lake Monroe in 1869 and 1870. He established the 
Belair orange grove for citrus export and harvested Spanish mss to serve 
the upholstery and canning business. Sanford hired sixty blacks to clear 
land, plant and care for the trees. Cracker violence directed against the 
"colored" labor drove the blacks frm the cammity, forcing Sanford to 
search for alternative laborers. 22 He turned to Dr. William A. Henschen. 
In 1870, Henschen agreed to-procure-the services of inmigrant M e s  
recruited by himself and his brother Joseph, who still lived in M e n .  
Colonel B. F. Whitner of Mellonville, J. M. Wlssall anc? Captain J. W. 
Whitner, local landowners, m i n e d  their requests for laborers with those 
of Sanford. Sanford and his partners apparently hoped to entrap the for- 
eigners in the tenant system and replace the socially unacceptable black 
laborers. In return for a year's labor in the citrus groves, the inmigrants 
21~var F. Pearson, "Early Swedish Settlements in the State of 
Florida, " The Swedish Pioneer Historical Quarterly 18 (July 1967) : 132, 
139, 141. 
22Ehily Green Ruffner, "The Skedish Settlement at New Upsal'a: The 
Search for Opportunity in America, " @bcbral Dissertation, Middle Tennessee 
State University, Mur£reesboro, T&.nessee, December, 19791, p. 1 ; George 
M. Barbour, Florida for Tourists, InMlids and Settlers (& York: Alfred 
Knopf, 1882; Floridians Fascimilie and Reprint Series, ~ainesville:' 
University of Florida Press, 1964), p. 15% Richard J. Amundson, "Henry 
Sanford and the Labor Problems in the Florida Orange Industry," Florida 
Historical Quarterly 43 (January 1965) : 230-31, describes the cracker 
violence against the blacks. 
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Because Florida's population grew so quickly, the pastors frequently 
a 
discussed public relations and publicity techniques. They canpiled lists of 
successful advertising campaigns that included the posting of roadmarkersf 
handbills, hotel bulletins and the distribution of pamphlets in libraries. 
The Miami-area pastors led proposals for fianancing radio broadcasts. A t  
several other metings, they discussed the creation of the Florida Iutheran 
Wsse~er to aid regional ccmmnication, l9 but the Depression apparently 
made h;mding impossible. 
As the nmkr of Lutheran congregations in Florida increased, the 
pastors met missionaries from other Lutheran bodies. In several meetings, 
they discussed how Lutheran synods differed in their interpretations of 
Biblical inspiration, an important topic because of Missouri Synod fell- 
ship discussions at the time. During the Missouri Synod-Amrican Lutheran 
Church felluwship discussions, the conference officially encouraged cooper- 
ation with other Iutherans in Florida. 20 
The pastors did not limit their work to Iutheran circles. They cri- 
tiqued several high school texts because they contahed "ungodly" approaches 
to creation and developed a proposal to secure released time for ~w3nfimxmds 
who attended public schools. Finally, they delegated the responsibilities 
of serving POWs and Florida military bases to several pastors, including 
191bid., October 29,. 1932, October 24, 1939. 
201bid., October 25, 1938, October 24, 1939, October 26, 1943. 
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total population of 111. Of me -thirty-eight gnployed, there were fourteen 
orange gruwers, three w i c s ,  ten labores and five housekeepers. .28 m e  
hundred forty-five (there were about sixty children) attended an 1881 
Christmas dinner. Many socialized at the Harrison and Son General Store, 
a camunity meeting place that included a post office, dance and social 
hall, 29 
The church was a second camuni ty  meeting place. Transient preachers 
and lay readers led New Upsala's nondenminational church services, held in 
in 1875. A Baptist minister frcm New Sweden, Maine, 
was the first clergyman to lead the settle- 
rnent in regularwarship. Sundell led Swedish services frcm 1884 to 1890 
hglish afternoon services and organized a children's Sunday school. 'Ihe 
trustees and older members, desiring to maintain their Swedish cultural 
traditions and language, declared themselves a Iutheran organization and 
deeded the property and their affiliation to the M s h  Augustana Lutheran 
Synod. 30 
The division between the Swedish-speaking Iutherans and the mglish- 
speaking Presbyterians was evidence of the "Americanization" of part of the 
28'~ted States &&IS: Population Schedules, 1880, " Orange Bmty, 
Florida, Supervisor District Nhmber not available, Enumeration District 
NLlmber 126, Hexnan Potter, June 12, 1880, pp. 21-24. 
29Ru£fner, "lhe M s h  Settlement, " p . - 11 0 provides a description 
of the Christmas dinner. Smith, "Florida's Swedish Settlers, " p. 6, describes 
the activities that took place at the Harrison Store. 
301bid., p. 8; Ruffner, "Ihe Swedish Settlmt," pp. 110, 126, 140. 
cammity. Because no recordq-tion -. . worship before the comrmnity church 
was bui l t  and because there w a s  no,crisis between church factions before 
Ehglish was  introduced, the &rs apparently viewed the church not as a 
depository for Lutheran doctrine but as an institution that preserved cul- 
tural traditions and the Swedish language in an unfamiliar land. Had doc- 
trine been a key issue in the developcwt of a Iutheran church, the 
congregation would have divided when Sundell, a Baptist, held M s h  
/ 
met in a new building one qu&r-mile dawn the road £ran the older 
I 
Lutheran ccwnutity church. 32 
After the division of the congregation, Iutheran membership never 
totaled more than th i r ty  and by the late twenties had dwindled to five. 
Reverend 0. 0. Eckart, minister for  the Southeastern Mission D i s t r i c t  of 
the Augustana Synod, reported the New Upsala church had the mst peculiar 
history of any congregation i n  the d i s t r i c t .  After the schism in 1892, the 
church had only one pastor. In 1931-32, Dr. A. Norrbm served the congre- 
gation but could not m e e t  with it regularly because he w a s  also responsible 
for the Swedish Lutherans a t  Groveland and Pierson. 33 The Lutheran church, 
established to  preserve the Swedish state church traditions, never regained 
its status af te r  the majority 'of the carmunity "~mericanized" i t s e l f .  
The history of New Upsala's elementary school also ref lects  the 
cammity's social and religious change. Like the other local camunity 
groups, the students m e t  in the Scandanavian Society H a l l .  34 In 1877, the 
school's f i r s t  year of operation, male instructors taught reading, writing, 
spelling, a r imt i c  and Lutheran theology, a l l  in Swedish. By 1900, female 
teachers taught the usual subjects in the English language and eliminated 
theology from the curriculum. The camunity also lengthened the school 
32Pearson, "Wedish S e t t l m t s ,  " pp. 136-37 ; Snith, "Floridav s . 
Swedish Settlers, " p. 9; Ruffner, "The Svedish Settlement, " pp. 125-26. . 
3 3 ~ t h ,  "Florida ' s Swedish Settlers, " p. 8, includes a SUKKWY of 
Eckart's report. C a r l  A. Driscoll, History of the Florida Synod of the '  
Lutheran Church in America (Tampa: Florida Synod of the Iutheran Church in 
America, 1978), pp. 127, 226. The tables a t  the end of the text are on un- 
I numbered pages and w i l l  be referred to as n. p. See chapter '6 for  more in- 
formation about Groveland and Pierson Augustarm congregations. 
341his probably was  the Harrison Store. 
year to conform to Orange &mtyls eight-nth The school, like 
the carmunity church, had initially been used as a social and cultural pre- 
serve. I3ut as the %edes adopted their Ehglish neighbors' custans, both 
institutions lost their social and cultural significance. When the school 
teachers used mglish instruction, they facilitated the changes that de- 
stroyed the Swedish traditions. 
Despite religious and language differences, the Swedes continued to 
socialize. Lutherans and Presbyterians celebrated annual spring festivals 
at the Scandanavian Society Hall. Dorcas sewing circles included both 
Presbyterians and Lutherans and sme families held dual congregational mem- 
bership and attended Lutheran and Presbyterian services. 36 
In 1892, the year of the church schism, New Upsala was a bustling 
camunity that included the Scandinavian Hall, a railroad station, general 
store, post office and Lutheran and Presbyterian churches. mty-three 
principal grove m e r s  produced 500 to 1,000 boxes of fruit each year. A 
winery provided orange and grapefruit wine for local consumption. Ucated 
- 
close to Sanford, the c m i t y  's members occasionally hired themselves out 
for off-season jobs. 37 his prosperous camunity had survived initial em- 
ployment problems, a religious .. . , schism and a potentially disruptive cultural 




change. Hmever, the weather dealt the camunity a crushing blaw. 
"~uffner; "The Swedish Settlement," pp. 120-21, 124; mth, 
"Florida's Swedish Settlers," p. 7. 
36~bid., p. 12; Pearson, "Swedish Settlemnts," p. 138; Ruffner, 
"The Swedish Settlement," pp. 120, 128, 142. 
371bid., pp. 108, 118; Smith, "Florida's Wedish Settlers," pp. 3-5. 
_ _  - - 
New Upsala's Demise 
a 
In December, 1894, and February, 1895, the thelmometer plunged to 
I 
the high teens. The cold weather destroyed the citrus industry in central 
and north Florida. Many families fled the region and only sixteen Swedish 
families remained a t  New Upsala. 'Iheir citrus groves ruined, they had to 
work a t  the Planters Manufacturing Canpany in Lake m. 
When many l e f t  New Upsala, the cammity lost  its need for services. 
The post office closed in  1904 and the children attended school in neafby 
Sanford. Workers tore down the dilapidated train station and the owner 
relocated the general store. Except for the Augustana Synod's abortive 
attempt to  revive the tiny Lutheran congregation in 1931, any resemblance 
of Lutheran worship ended. The New Upsala Lutherans would have to travel 
to Groveland or Pierson for services. 38 Cultural traditions and restricted 
altar fellawship apparently discouraged them from attending Trinity, Orlando 
(a Missouri Synod congregation) , Zion, Gotha (a - Missoufi mod ,corigr;egation) 
or St. Luke, Slavia (an SELC congregation) . 
Because the c m i t y ' s  majority adopted the mglish language and 
the Lutheran congregation did not have enough members to support a permanent 
pastor, the Lutheran church could gain no more members. Before 1940, only 
two Augustana congregations in Florida-Ebenezer in Pierson and Zion in 
Groveland--received cbntinual synodical support. Only four Augustana pas- 
tors served the enti= state and three of those served Miami congregations. 
381bid., pp. i33, 161. 
-- - 
/ 
The Augustana Synod could not afford the expense of assigning a pastor to 
reestablish a dying congregation in New Upsala. In 1946 the Augustana 
Synod officially closed the Swedish Lutheran Society of New Upsala. 
39 
?he Swedish imnigrants had created a prosperous colony. Their suc- 
cessful groves and vibrant camunity life helped them adapt to the unfamiliar 
Florida climate and American culture. mglish language influence on the can- 
munity forced the older, mre conservative &rs to choose Lutheranism to 
preserve their Swedish social traditions and religious custans. I' [Only] the 
older people objected to the change to mglish because . . . they could not 
feel the sam tuwards it. "40 Although the Great Freeze ended the town's 
existence, it did not obscure the reason conservative parishoners chose 
Lutheranism. They did not choose a religious institution for doctrinal 
reasons but an institution that preserved the cultural traditions of their 
native land. 
The German Lutheran Mission to Florida 
Fran 1880 until World War I, the Missouri Synod concentrated its 
Florida mission work in the tiny comnunity of Gotha. This German settle- 
ment received its first Lutheran pastors £ran the German Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio and Other States, a group of midwestern 
congregations that organized in Chicago in April, 1847. Its mmbers de- 
sired to minister to the German inmigrant groups in the United States. 
I 
39 Ibid.; Driscoll, Florida Synod, pp. 11-13,. .24. 
40f(uffner, "The Swedish Settlmt, " p. 126. 
_..- - 
The Missouri Synod's missionaries-at-large (Reisepredigeren) received 
I 
explicit instructions to conduct mission work. They were to locate Gexnan 
and mglish settlements, visit the Lutheran families and inquire about their 
origins, worship habits and neighborhood religious gatherings. The synod 
expected the circuit rider to encourage them to use a good sermon book for 
I family devotions and avoid attending sectarian services or unionist mrship. 
The traveling missionaries kept diaries of their activities and sent bi- 
! monthly statistical reports to the synod's president. 41 
The synod's missionaries-at-large initially worked in Missouri, 
Illinois, m a s  and Louisiana. 1854, they organized enough congregations 
to form the Wstern District, one of the first geographical divisions of 
the synod. This district incxuded mst states south of Indiana and west of 
Missouri and provided missionaries for work along the Gulf Coast. 
In 1870, the synod sent Reverend H. G. Sauer to Mobile's seaman's 
Bethel congregation when its members requested a pastor. lbre congrega- 
tions formed along the Gulf Coast. By 1874 the pastors in Texas, Louisiana 
and Alabama discussed the possible formation of their uwn district but de- 
cided against this because the Western District had just assumed the 
4h1.ter A. Baepler, A Mtury of Grace (St. Iouis: Concordia 
Publishing Hduse, 1947) , pp. 97, 107-8 describes the general history of 
the origins of the Missouri Synod and details its mission strategy. H. 0. A. 
einath, ccmp., Documnts : Lutheran Chech in Amrica (River Forest, 
Illinois: concordia Teachers College, 1947), pp. 37-38,pravides specific 
instructions 'for , the missionaries-at-large. 
--  - 
-. 
salaries of the missionaries w i t h i n  its am borders. 42 Florida still had 
not received the services of a Missouri Synod pastor. 
The members of the 1877 Synodical Convention in Fort Wayne, Indiana, 
cdssioned Reverend John F. Doescher to work "among the heathen blacks" 
of the South. Doescher, a veteran missionary from the Dakota Temitory who 
had served twenty-eight preaching stations near Iawa City, traveled through 
Tennessee, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Iouisiana and Florida. Preaching 
in mglish in has, halls and churches, this Reiseprediger m t  blacks in 
New Orleans, lhphis, Little Rock, Mobile, Pensacola, Milton, Chattahoochee, 
Quincy and Tallahassee. He started several missions and in 1891 the black 
members applied for synodical membership as a non-geographical district. 
Hawever, the synod responded like it had to an earlier request of mglish- 
speaking congregations to join the Missouri Synod and encouraged the blacks 
1. 
to form their own organization. 43 Like the Baptists, Methodists and 
: mesbyterians, the Missouri Synod maintained a formally segregated church 
body- . , , , ,, . . , - ,, -.-. %.> ;-.  Despite I;  :, ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ ~ J . ~ ~ . ; . ~ ~ ! ~ , : ~ ~ +  this, .= f,f.,7,j..i+.pcf.2.!.,B the .I> z-d, panhandle r..7.i.L $..,,.< Lc~q:yy..i .. .at..- blacks --.=- were the first spodical contacts 
; ,,, . , -,! :',; ,I; .f,(l 'z: ,., % ,: ., .r,; L*;<~:.:-.T.. . y:?y- E; . . .\. , ; . - , , , , - ,, r,, ,, ., d,- , ,>,. ,?!-?:? ,,JL&:2:;,> .<< .:..;,. *<?)?>;,;;y-;<, .,(,  ?f;,& &~$$~$$~~g$g@~g;;g#~$;gggyg~{~$$g$;jg~~&.@;ggg$$j~;gg$-~: 
in Florida. Perhaps German Lutherans in Jacksonville and mtral Florida 
could hope for pastoral care in the near future. 
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After the 1879 St. louis Synodical Convention received requests to 
Serve German imnigrants in the South, the delegates resolved to send one 
!,:! . -. J .i:';.-:.- . - ., - - - , . , . ! A > - < : .  - ,;.! ,?;<;:'! ~;;g*;;~~~;~~;;l~~~~~~g$~$$~~~*@~~$$$:$~~L:;y$~ ,: ~;:~;f:g~~7j$jy;~:~,y$:~,;::$@ 7;,::b;:;:q;  :g%> ; i?;;! ;.;+ Ly;~:;j j -  : 
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42~gust R. Suelflow, The Heart of Mtssouri (St. Louis: Concordia 
Publishing House, 1954), pp. 5,42046, describes Westem District activities. 
my A. Suelflaw, "The History of the Missouri Synod, 187201897,'' (Doctom1 
Dissertation, Concordia Seminary, St. Iouis, April, 1946), p. 304. 
43Baepler, Century of Grace, pp. 164-65. The quote is frm R. 
Suelf low, "Missouri Synod, " p. 322. 
_-  - - 
missionary-at-large to Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi and Arkansas. With 
I 
the northern portion of the Western District initiating a strong mission 
program among hglish-speaking people in 1879, the twelve pastors in the 
Gulf states resolved to form the Southern District to mre efficiently 
minister to their German-speak.ing charges. After receiving synodical 
approval, these pastors met in New Orleans on February 8, 1882 and formed ' 
the Southern ~istrict. 44 But Florida mission work m n g  whites w a s  not one 
of the Southern District's priorities. It was not until an 1884 ~ t i n g  in
Mobile, Alabama, that Histrict executives sent a missionary to Florida. 
In bbbile, Reverend bopold Wahl, a Southern District pastor, re- 
quested permission to visit Lutherans in Florida. Earlier that year he had 
joined in matrimny John Pfeiffer of the synod's Dmanuel, Pensacola congre- 
gation and Miss hma L. Bolman of the host Pbbile congregation. After the 
ceremony, Wahl and Pfeiffer discussed the status of the Bavarian and Prussian 
inmigrant congregation in Pensacola. Pfeiffer suggested that Wahl ask the 
Southern District to send a pastor to the congregation. Mter receiving 
the district's permission to visit the members, Wahl and Reverend Paul 
Rosener of New Orleans went to Pensamla. 45 
Rosener arrived in Pensacola in Februaq, 1885. In three weeks he 
held three German services in a Presbyterian church, authored a church 
constitution and had the docsurnent ratified by eleven. voters. He encouraged 
' 44~. Suelf low, Heart of Missouri, pp. 45, 61, 94, describes the 
1879 convention. R. Suelflaw, "Missouri Synod," p. 320,and Ray F. Martens, 
Concordia of was : Fran the Ekqinning (Austin: mnmrdia College, 1973) , 
p. 4, describe the first Southern District convention. Proceedings, 
Southern District Convention, 1882, p. 99, surrtnarizes the district's goals. 
45 lkber, "Lutheran Church in Florida," p. 7. -The request is IEP. 
tioned in Proceedings, Southern District Convention, 1885, p. 58. 
3osener s tar ted tht congregation's thirtv-one families to build a church. 
an mglish Sunday school of forty-five pupil! to keep the congregation's 
joining the Ehglish Presbyterian Sunday school and organized :hildren f r a  
a Lutheran day school whicAL an enrollment of forty. 
Pastor Wahl retuned to m a c o l a  on October 4, 1885, and dedicated 
+he five-nth old church building. He  ~reached the mmincr Geman service, 
a m  ordainea and installed Candidate Arthur h. Michel as ImMnuel, Pensacola's 
Iirst ~ r m a n e n t  pastor. Pastor G. C. F'ranke of New Orleans assisted Wahl 
afternoon mglish service. Michel then began serving h i s  
In 1886, Candidate W. Thomas aided Michel in the Pensacola area. 
?or sur mntns ne worked a t  a Qumcy congrega'tlon that had been organized 
bv Michel. H e  also served one other meaching station that may have been 
4r with twenty mm- 
micants  and thirteen children. Hawever, in the f a l l  of 1887, Thanas left 
for the Ektern D i s t r i c t .  4 1 
After Thanas l e f t ,  tne Soutnern D i s t r i c t  changed MlChel' s responsi- 
b i l i t ies ,  sent him to "vis i t  a Geman colony in -st Florida (the panhandle?) 
and . . . explore middle Florida (Tallahassee?) to  see i f  there was an 
r v  l e l i a  Abercrcmbie, "Early Churches of Pensacola, I' Florida 
Historical Quarterly 37 (Apr i l  1959) : 461-62, and G. J. Wegener, "The 
Missouri Synod in the South, " Southern D i s t r i c t  Bulletin B , 1 1934, 
describe the early history of lirmanuel, Pensacola. 
r I Wqener, "Missouri Synod, " SDB, &gust>., 1938 and.i1'Fiftieth Anniversd i 
Wmrial Booklet, " Zion EMngelical Iutheran Church, Tarmpa, Florida, 1943, 
p. 2, outline Thanas' activit ies.  
__.- . 
opportunity for mission mrk amnst Lutherans. " Michel is 1889 report to 
the Southern District Mission Board encouraged the synod to assign  ID per- 
rnanentmissionaries to Florida. One muld serve the Jacksonville area and 
northern Florida while the other muld serve the rest of the state from a 
headquarters at a 1;Rntral Florida German settlement. 
Because the 1889 yellaw fever epidemic in Jacksonville delayed the 
arrival of a northern missionary, only Candidate J. F. W. Reinhardt served 
Florida. Reinhardt, carmissioned in New Orleans as the Reiseprediqer for 
mtral and South Florida, contacted a total of 165 German Lutherans in 
six comnunities. He served Tampa, Gotha, Mmnville, Starke and Quincy in 
G e m ,  while his Martin congregation worshiped in hglish. Gotha's twenty- 
member German Sunday school was the largest in peninsular Florida. 49 
Finally, -1ve years after Reverend Ibescher visited the black 
congregations in Florida, the synod stationed a missionary in central Florida. 
Gotha's stable Lutheran corrmunity provided a foundation for future mrk. For 
the next thirty years mtha served as the Missouri Synod's central and south 
Florida mission headquarters and its circuit riders started congregations 
in Delray Beach, Tanpa, Orlando, Ft. Myers, Starke and Gainesville. 
4811~iftieth Anniversary Booklet, " Zion, Tampa, p. 2, and  ion, 
Orlando-Gotha, Celebrates 75th Anniversary, " The Lutheran Witness (m) ,
Floridaargia District ed., March 3, 1964, describe the Southern District 
Mission Board's reaction to Michel 's report; Michel 's report is found in 
Proceedings, Southern District Convention, 1889, p. 53. The quote is fran 
W. A. Kimberley, "Pioneers m n g  the Pa-ttos, " paper presented at the 
Florida-Georgia District Convention, Lake Worth, 1963, p. 2. 
49 
Wegener, "Missouri Synod, " SDB, April, 193% describes' Reinhardt ' s 
-
comnissioning service. Proceedinqs, Southern District Convention, 
1889, p. 53, 1891, p, 45, aoutlirie - Reinhardt's activities. Church mernbershi~ 
- - -  & 
statistics are found- in- 1890 Statistical Report, Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod (K-MS), p. 64. 
-. .. 
The Gotha Comrmnity and Its Lutherans 
;om, Florida is located ten miles from Orlando. Three families 
the tiny German carrmunity in 1878. Hempel, a Gennan who imnigrated to 
Buffalo, New York, spent a few months in Gotha, purchased te and 
laid out streets. Faulty street a n e y i n g  forced Hempel to a l t e r  the dimen- 
sions of the stardard housing lots. After he finished the survey, Hempel 
m d  it after his birthplace of Gotha,&ermany -+- , and, l ike several other y j z  '",,'.LV ,- : n 
- -tL.. :r. 1 5 
local developers, advertised in  northern newspapers to a t t rac t  workers. 
He prcmised employment in his citrus groves and sawnill and hired a man t o  :;, 
*= ,.86.II.;2: 
50 &@:&gp k e  a weekly four-hour oxcart ride into Orlando for mail. --S. - q q ~ ~ .  ..J p$$-* 
As the population grew, the people established businesses. The saw- 
-.ill ~ p p l i e d  boards for Winter Park and Maitland hornes and a log hut Henry 
Belknap used as a school. In 1886 same residents organized a Tumverein 
Society and buil t  a meeting hall for dancing, a r r m s m t s  and camunity 
~ t i v i t i e s .  Several years later  the Geman social group donated the site 
. r . - 8  . :. 7 , J? . ,4 .  ;.,. .,?, - .. 8.: 
;~,]; ., . :, ;: -,..;$; I,.;,-,;,-,, *? :., , j.: <, :: -: ;T.TJ~; >,- :,7,::.: 
,v(., <, ;,.;!,:-;i . - ,  '.,. . , i;,.;, , . 3: , 
and the wood used for '-.&e'.^"&nstructlon of a new school house. 51 
Unlike the New Upsali Swedes, the Gotha Utherans did not hold the i r  
church services in the carrmulity hall  but met  in hanes. In 1887, the group 
50~illiam F. Blackmn, History of Orange County, Florida (Bland: 
3. 0. Painter Printing Co., 1927 ; Reprint by (Ihuluota: Mikler House 
Publishers, 1973), pp. 210,217~18,provides a brief history of the tcrwn. 
The quote is £ran page 217. The advertising campaign is described i n  
"Solitude and C i t r u s  Gotha Trademarks," The Li t t le  Sentinel, Pine Hills ed.:$P 
De(:-r 3, 1978 and in an interview w i t h  Ruth Roby, No-r 30, 1981. E - q k 
?.- The street survey is described in an interview w i t h  Bthe r  (~ilkening) * .- 
ischer, IT-----nbr 21, 1981. 
51~ischer interview; Blackmn,  Orange County, p. 218 ; "Nostalgia 
ips Old Timers a t  Gotha Gathering," The Orlando Sentinel, Sentinel West 
ed., May 23, 1968. 
organized a Iutheran congregation and may have hosted Pastor Michel during 
his mission t r i p  through.Florida. In 1888, the synod assigned Candidate 
J. F. W. Reinhardt to Gotha and any neighboring Lutheran settlement he 
could locate. 52 By not meeting in the camnaity hall  and by providing a 
base of operasons - for  a missionary, Gotha's congregation preserved its 
distinct Iutheran heritage by limiting its formal function to worship and 
not utilizing religious practices to  retain cultural traditions. Those 
could be preserved by the Turnverein Society, the carmunity's Geman 
cultural group. 
Reinhardt spent the next three years serving Gotha's Lutherans and 
the mission congregations a t  Martin (mglish) , Mannville, Quincy, Starke 
and Tampa. Because the congregations -re as far  apart as 200 miles, the 
pastor served only one on ti given Sunday. Arriving at  each station on the 
lbnday preceding the Sunday on which he would lead worship, Reinhardt pre- 
pared prospective members for worship, examined ocmrmnicants and canvassed 
the area. In Tampa, Reinhardt used the Kl i~e lbeu te l  to encourage steward- 
ship. This collection basket, attached to the end of a six foot pole, had 
' 
a -11 bell fastened to i& underside that rang as contributims were hde 
-43 
After three successful years of ministry, Reinhardt acppted a call to re- 
. . 
' place Michel in  Pensacola. 53 ~ e n & l -  Florida's Iutherans ne&ed a new 
-! circuit rider. 
52"History of Zim Utheran Church, " zibn, Pine-: &ills, 1980 and the 
Fischer interview describe ~ r s M p  in hams . a d '  Reteinhardt ' s zitrival. 
E;? . . 
'" " ~ i f t i e t h  m - a r y .  Ebokl6t; l' zi&, Tampa, p.. 2, -ley, 
"pion-," p. 2, and proC&inrr9. -Sc 
- - - -  
pp. 79-80 list &inhardtls : . - I - --- 
B- Mugge, "A History df -.&e Mssauri .Svndc C 
-,-, d~them D i s t r i c t .  -vention* - 1892, 
;t&jans a d  &e .gww;,&, fol$w. 
. . ,- , August 
_ _  - - 
pastor assigned to central Florida was Candidate Carl 
a~rederick Bnmner .  After establishing his residence:in .Gotha:.im:O&ober, 
w1891. Brorrmer preached on alternate Sundays in Gotha, h b r t i n  and Tampa. 
MWhen the ~acksonville-based missionary relieved B r m r  of his duties at 
lle and Starke, he investigated lutheran cammities at Bartow, 
Gorda, Boca Grande, Port Tampa and E't. Myers, and 
aspent rmre tim at the successful Gotha and Tampa missions. In 1892 he 
y organized Gotha's Zion congregation and the church's membership 
ed to seventy-three souls. 54 
I Zion's membership grew as the camunity prospered. After some 
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changing roans were built on the beach at kke Olivia, several families 
frm midwestern states used Gotha as a winter retreat. A few families in- 
. I 
vested in the local citrus groves and mved to the m i t y .  Hempel 
erected a large -two-story hane in the center of town and every child hoped 
to view the countryside £ran the second-floor porch. 55 m v e r ,  camunit. 
L 




Ladies Aid Society and ini t ia ted Ehglish services a t  Tampa and Punta Gorda. 
The Tampa congregation grew to ninety-one members and almost freed i t s e l f  
f r m  the building debt. 56 Unfortunately, Tanpa's successful growth took 
B r m r  away fran Gotha. Gotha's Lutherans needed another pastor. H e  would 
be the f i f th  in six years. 
The Fischer Pastorate, 1894-1903 
Gotha ' s f i r s t  "permanent" Lutheran pastor, Reverend Edward G. 
&Fischer, arrived in October, 1894. Assigned as the missionary to central 
lorida, Fischer held services in Gotha, Apopka, Martin and Mannville. H e  
started Gotha's Lutheran school and became the f i r s t  pastor to receive a 
portion of his salary f r m  the congregation. Many attended Fischer's ser- 
#nces and he became the f i r s t  to hold regular worship in the church building 
that had been completed in early 1894. 
Fischer's work in Apopka also bore f ru i t .  He  prepared f i f teen 
people for membership and led the planning to build a sanctuary. The 
effects of the Great Freeze in 1894 and early 1895 cut short the plans f o r  
the building program but the congregation continued to meet u n t i l  late 1895. 
The freeze that devasted the Apopka and New Upsala citrus groves 
sana 
and many settlers, 
1895, p. 83; 1895 
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1 
ld p r d s e  and continued t o  serve Gotha, Mannville and Apopka. The four 
ssions totaled only 135 souls. When Gotha's 1896 offering totaled $200 
Southern District assigned Fischer to  Tampa. Brarmrer had accepted a 
a l l  t o  the Midwest and Gotha's financial difficulties prohibited the 
inued to work in Gotha and Apopka, Tampa appeared to be the only area 
l e  of supporting a Lutheran pastor. 
Fischer's two-year mhiistry in  Tampa was  highly successful. The 
Sunday school and purchased a new organ. Tknty-W students attended the 
school. The only failure Fischer experienced was  the abandonment of 
distant Lee County mission field. When he concluded his service a t  
, the twenty-six year old pastor wed one of his  f o m r  confinnation 
ts, sixteen-year old Sophie Evedig. Sophie and her parents acccmpanied 
r back to  Gotha when he returned in 1898.58 
-. - 
__.. -- 
Fischer, recalled in 1898 .to serve those who remained in AjppkaLaid . 
1 
Gotha after the Great..Freeze, left the Tampa congregation to Candidate J. 
Frederic Wenchel. Wenchel was the first graduate placed in a relatively 
stable congregation in Florida. Seminary graduates Reinhardt, Brarmer and 
Fischer had been "thrm to the wolves" when they received their first 
assimts to the Lutheran frontier in Florida. Apparently, the Southern . 
District decided the veterans could better withstand the pressures associated 
w i t h  work at the missions in Gotha, Apopka, Palatka and Mannville. 
Gotha's small mission slowly recovered from the Great F'reeze. By 
1900, Zion grew to eighty souls w i t h  forty-one camtunicants and a school 
of fifteen children. The church recovered sufficiently to withstand Fischer's 
periodic absences as he explored Florida's east coast searching for lutheran 
families. 59 
Fischer served a group of Michigan Lutherans in Delray Beach, dis- 
covered groups of lutherans at Lake W o r t h  and canvassed the Titusville area. 
The missionary left G o t h a  by foot, horseback or buggy and found his way to 
the coast. He located the nearest store, post office or hane and inquired 
if there were any Germans in the area. Upon receiving an affimative 
answer, he asked whether they were Lutheran or Catholic and proceeded to 
- - 
the Lutherans ' hanes. When Fischer reached the Miami area, he traveled by 
:': canal boat or mail packet to reach sane families. By 1901, these Lutheran 
59 Pmceedhgs, Southern District Convention, 1901, p. 75, and 
Wegener, '%Lissouri Synod, " SDB, &gust, 1934, provide information about 
Fischer ' s recall to GO- and mchel ' s arrival. TIW, FloridaCeorgia 
District ed., July 1, 1958, describes Fischer 's east coast ministry. 
_. -- - 
#. 
enclaves on ~lorida's southeastern coast totaled ninety-five souls, 
including sixty-f ive ~cmtIunicaIItS. 60 
-thaws population grew to fifty-one households in 1900. Tbm hundred 
and residents lived in the tawn. One general store and Henry   elk nap's 
. public school served them. Only W fruit growers remained in Gotha while 
the other seven families who smived the freeze started farms. This ccor 
mity became the "new Jerusalem" of a Lutheran mission field that 
stretched north to Palatka and south to Miami. 61 
When Pastor Heckel of Femandina died in 1903, Fischer added the 
fomr Jacksonville circuit rider's preaching stations to his responsi- 
bilities. He preached at Femandina, a lumber tawn of the mid-nineteenth 
century that had become a resort, and visited the Swedish Augustana congre- 
gation in Pierson. 62 Fischer ' s boundless energy and willingness to travel 
great distances helped Gotha regain its importance as the center of 
Iutheran mission activity in penin&lar Flor1!dzP. 
60 I ! ~ ~  Minihistory, It TrMty mcj&lical Inkbe- 'Church, Delray 
Beach, Florida, ' Thanksgiving, 1936, and ''50th mve-ary W l & e a ,  'Our 
. 3, &SC-F&;S~'s  savior I u t b e ~  Chyrch, Lalie: bm,   lo rich, 1977, p. 
w l y  ministry to these: cpqreg&tiarw.. The Fis- atemi- and R21r@er1ey, 
"Pioneers, " p. 2, p m i d e  - infoqratid m.t, *$$&&lfQ =&, 
statistics are fran proceedings, m*i&ce'-~an, ~ 9 0 2 ,  p. 7 5.. 
61 
-''Uni- States *US. Fb@z&aUCm S&&iu1;es, .1990, " Orange m w ,  
Florida, Supervisor r)-iswi&. 30, m b m ~ a  T D A S ~ ~  m r  123, 
, 
* S i m r t  R. Rungy, kune 9, 1900; ~ g .  5-7. Ihe quote iS 5- '?-=ern 
WO~arn, " Zim, 'Pine Kills ,  Bbmber *30, 1958.. 
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Fischer's acceptance of a call to Fkaumnt, mas,. in 1903, left 
the Zion pastorate vacant for six mnths. Pastor Ihgo M. Hennig arrived 
in Gotha in September, 1903, and continued Fischer's work at PalatJca, 
Apopka and Mannville. He also added temporary preaching stations at Deland 
and Longwood. Hennig had so many preaching sites that he served Gotha only 
I once every weeks. Attendance at Zion averaged forty per Sunday. HOW- I 
I ever, membership in 1903 slipped to seventy-two souls and only thirty-five 1 comrmnicants. Ten children remained at the school. Fischer's and Hennig's 
I absences during the mission trips had taken their toll. But when Hennig 
stopped serving the Norwegians and Swedes in Bland (they had received 
their own missionary) , he spent mre of his time in Gotha. By 1905, Gotha's 
baptized membership increased to eighty-three . 53 
Hennig left Gotha in 1905 but for four years no synodical appointee 
replaced him. Apparently, with a shortage of pastoral candidates, the 
I Missouri Synod did not view the Florida mission field as a priority. It 
I appeared Gotha's Lutheran congregation would follow the fate of &w *ah. 
1 
, ?e . Lutheran ccmmnity, its econony damaged by the Great F'reeze, now faced 
the loss of regular services, a gruwing minority status as a Gem-speaking 
camunity in an hglish-speaking region and rural isolation f m  a major 
center of population. Zion's members would have to solve these problems 
if they wanted to maintain their congregation. 
63Pr~eedings, Southern District Convention, 1904, p. 11 I. 
CHAPTER I1 
THE LuTEEWW STRUGGIX WITH AlYEBICANIZATION, 1900-1920 
Between 1900 and 1920, the Gotha Lutherans faced several challenges. 
Zion's members had to m a i n t a i n  their congregation through the times they 
had no pastor. They confronted the local hostilities tmards Gem- 
speaking groups generated by World War I. The congregation also lost its 
prcminent position as the primary Lutheran missionary headquarters for 
central Florida and struggled to justify its continued existence. The new 
Lutheran congregation, Trinity, Orlando, had to face these challenges and 
alleviate competitive tension between the two congregations. In an era of 
rapid social and econcprcic change the Orlando and Gotha Lutherans attempted 
to maintain their confessional principles and congregational unity. 
The United States in the Proqressive Era 
During the Progressive Era and Wrld War I, the United States 
experienced accelerated population growth, urbanization and industrializa- 
tion. The population grew £ran 80 million in 1900 to 100 million in 1917. 
While Wee out of four people lived in rural regions in 1870, by 1920 fifty 
percent iived in tams and urban areas and mre than fifty cities had at 
least 100,000 residents. Total factory incm, $13 billion in 1900, 
quadrupled the value of farm incane. 1 
'Marty, Riqhteous mire, p. 155; Groh, Lutheran Church in North 
&rim Life, p. 137. 
_ _  - -. 
Rapid population increase, urbanization and industrialization 
t 
appeared to threaten middle-class America. When an agricultural depression 
forced farmers to foxn econanic cooperatives and political organizations, 
many conservatives opposed them because they feared the "hay-seed socialists" 
threatened the country's business activity. Damestically, President Theodore 
Rooseveltinitiated the Pregressive Era's reforms to ccmbat the evils of 
industrialism while limiting the success of apparently more radical proposals. 
Internationally, the United States became a world puwer. The fear 
of economic hard times, particularly after the Panic of 1893, encouraged 
industrialists to support American expansion into the Pacific and Caribbean. 
President William Taft's "Dollar Diplamacy" and President %OW Wilson's 
"Missionary Diplanacy" enabled Americans to invest in foreign markets. 
Wilson developed his ideas even further. He harnessed the Progressive Era's 
reformist' enthusiasm to change the world to resemble his Arnerican model and 
led the country into war with Germany to "save the world for democracy. " 
Iutherans and Protestant denaninations faced the problems created-by 
imperialism, urban poverty and econanic inequality. How would they deal 
with these challenges? 
American Protestantism and the South 
Protestant social gospel leaders used Christian teachings to -r. 
the nore radical Marxist, utopian and socialist solutih suggested by.- 
# 
like Her& George and Fdward Bellamy. X b  Christian leaders, W a l t e r  
RauschenbuSch and Washington Gladden, used these "protests without 
Pmtestantism" and tried to create a Christian society by publicly attacking 
the causes of individual suffering. The Populists, hoping to reform the 
-- - 
country's econcmic inequalities, made political carmon cause w i t h  William 
1 
Jennings B q a n ,  a social gospel Protestant. Progressives attacked the 
corrupt alliance of wealth and politics and agitated for anti-trust laws, 
consumr protection and econanic reform. While the Progressives attracted 
many Protestants, sane like Jane Pddams and Eugene Debs criticized the church 
as an exploitive, ' canservative institution. 
Supportem of the social gospel fostered the ecwmical mavement. 
They developed international church organizations to unify social action. 
The Federal Council of Churches (formed in 1908) and the Elinburgh Vbrld 
Conference on Faith and Order (1 911) encouraged further interdenanha- 
2 tional cooperation. 
Before 1920, evangelical Christians, like the Lutherans, discouraged 
interdencminational cooperation and political activity. Instead, they sent 
missionaries to gather the faithful, build churches and organizations and 
appeal to individuals to lead pious lives. Evangelicals and social gospel 
Christians approached individual poverty in the same manner. They judged 
the poverty-stricken as either unrepentant sinners receiving God's wrath, 
or as ignorant people who needed attention. As in Wilson's "Missionary 
Dipla~cy," the result was the s m t h e  unfortunate received demeaning 
paternalistic attention. 3 
klson, Lutherans in North America, p. 354; Marty, Rishteous 
mire, pp. 200-2; 205, 211, describes the early international meal 
31bid., pp. 150, 203, 
-- - 
-. 
Southern poverty, both educational l y  and e c o n ~ c a l  ly, contributed 
to a general distrust of scholarship and public education. Pmr state edu- 
cational systems made many suspicious of anyone that valued public university 
study. In 1900, more than f i f t y  percent of the Southern collegians attended 
church-related institutions. Many feared public education was -st 
because it took mney frm sane to pay fo r  the education of others. (Xlly 
@iscopalians, Presbyterians and Lutherans required pastors to have specific 
educational requirements for  clerical ordination. By 1917 the Baptists, 
e thodis ts  and Presbyterians supported the idea that public schools could 
incirtcate religious values by permitting only God-fearing teachers in the 
classroams . 
Southern poverty also-required pastors in many denminations to 
serve two or  mre congregations. In 1920, one-third of the Southern 
Baptist clergy served four o r  mre churches. Scm raised cotton, citrus 
and farm products to  supplement salaries. Naturally, poor economic con- 
ditions made it dif f icul t  to pursue advanced study in any field.  As late 
as 1949, one-third of the Southern Baptist clergy had not received mre 
than a high school diplam. While Lutherans bore similarities to other 
Protestants, their  -hasis on scholarship and foreign-language worship 
set them apart, particularly in the South. 
4 ~ i l e y ,  White Protestantism, pp. 7-9, 26, 29. 
I 
. :, 
_ _  - -. 
Lutherans Before m r l d  W a r  I 
I 
Lutheran urbanization follawed the same pattern as in the rest of 
the country. In the East, mre Lutherans lived in cities than in rural 
areas and in the South mre lived in rural regions. In 1925, forty-three 
percent of the one million-member Missouri Synod lived in cities. 
5 
The distinctive characteristic of mst Lutheran .synods was their 
a 
emphasis on foreign-language mrship and education. With more than nine 
million German-speaking people in the United States in 1900 and many foreign- 
born pastors in a l l  but the United Synod, South and the General Council, 
Lutheranism appeared to be a foreign denanination. While mst synods 
initiated mglish-language mission work by 1900, the Missouri Synod and 
Augustana Synod did not formal-ly sponsor h g l i s h  districts unti l  1911. 
The late  nineteenth-century Gennan and Swedish imnigration retarded 
"Amricanization" of the .two church bodies . These nationalists reinforced 
the belief that pure doctrine could only be maintained i f  it was taught in 
the mother tongue. Lutherans kept thei r  weekday schools on the front lines 
of resistance to integration into Awrican society and considered religious 
education as the antidote for marriage to anyone outside the denmination. 6 
However, the language question divided Lutherans. At Trinity, 
Houston, members voted a t  each meting to determine whether discussions 
2 Church-~issouki Synod 
m mrtn mrican Life, p. 137. 
k l s o n ,  Utherm- in ~orth' m i c a ,  pp. 259, 360, provides :a dis- 
cussion about foreigm and mglish-language educatian and worship in p o d s  - 
Jon Mefenthaler, "ISchools in Pmrica," paper presented at the 
-00rdia Historical Institute Archival ~ e k n c e ,  St. Iauis, Fall., 1983, 
. P- 20, . sumnarizes the Missouri Synod's educational indoctrination. I 
would be in h g l i s h  or  German. The language problem kept the Augustana 
Synod from joining the 1918 merger of the three Ehglish-language organiza- 
tions that formed the United Lutheran Church in America *(ULCA). It also 
did not permit devout church members to attend Sunday schools because they 
had been fostered by "Americanized" denminations. Lutherans pointed out 
this sectarian institution often included football-like cheers to generate 
enthusiasm and prepare children for  worship. 7 
li 'X Tne Missouri Synod, with -thirds of its million members in the 
Midwest, had misgivings about using Ehglish. Ieaders feared the deteriora- 
tion of correct doctrine i f  theological instruction and discussion took 
place in Ehglish. Not  only had German been the language of the Reformation 
but the synod patterned its educational system af te r  the Gemaan model. The 
parochial school in each congregation passed Kultur to  the children by 
! 51 
i i . instructing them in the German catechism, German B i b l e  and G e m  hpmbmk. 8 
, 
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Before. 1917, mst Lutherans were hardly an integral part of American 
, 
1.. -, . ',?; ::: <.c;ii, :!.> .,r, ;n;., ;';:,.F::A--,-- , . ,. . 
- , , -  . , , 4. . c. , 3k{,. .c;;y~:.,;,:;:Aj-.-l-:.:i>.~~Y; 
.. . ...- * 
society. They anticipated acculturation-in several generations. Lutherans 
;72#& 
:, were primarily concerned with the mission of gathering together a l l  groups 
,*a%& 
*:.I 1 y 
- p -  
*b.7: by language and nationality. Before World War I, the Missouri Synod sent 
-&: 
:.& missionaries t o  India, Brazil, Cuba, Argentina and England to gather 
*2:. .: !:&ti; 
W. Behnken, ?his I Recall (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing 
House, 1964), pp. 28-31, describes the Houston incident. .Arden,, Augustma 
Heritaqe, p. 156, describes the Augustana Synod's hesitancy in joming the 
mglish-language ULCA. Martin A. Haendschke, The Sundw School: The 
History of the Sunday School in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (River 
Forest, Illinois: Lutheran Education Association, 19631, pp. 43-49,critiques 
the effectiveness of the f i r s t  American Sunday schools. 
8~ W. Kohlhoff, "Missouri Synod Lutherans and the m g e  of 
, 1914-1945," (Ph.D. dissertation, University of Chicago, August, 
inal draft), chapter 1, pp: 1, 4-7; chapter 2;p. 4. 
Geman-speaking believers. Eastern lutheran church rrembers instructed stu- 
dents in Ehglish and championed the Sunday school, antagonizing the 
Norwegian, Ihnish, Swedish and Ge~man Lutherans who prided themselves for 
their work in their awn tongues. 9 
Lutheran attitudes taward social work were quite similar to the 
evangelical Christians. They considered charity the responsibility of 
local congregations. Individual Lutheran camunities started a hane for 
the rrwtally retarded in Bethesda, Wisconsin, a tuberculosis sanitarium in 
Wheatridge, Colorado, and numerous hospitals, orphanages and old folks' 
h-s in midwestern cities. A traditional respect for authority keptmany 
from politically attacking the root causes of poverty. 10 
Culturally, Lutherans maintained conservative values. The Missouri 
Synod condemned life insurance in 1908 because it could turn the wages of 
sin (death) into profit and speculation. Usury, stock market investing 
(called "gambling and speculation") , mnopolies , boycotts and a1 1 "socialist" 
activities received synodical condemnation at the turn of the century. 
9~lson, Lutherans in North Muxica, pp. :360t63.r-.390. 
'O~roh, lutheran Church in North Arnerican Life, pp. 107, 117. 
F. Dean Lueking, A Century of Caring: Ihe Wlfare Ministry Mmng Missouri 
mod Iutherans, 18684968 (St. Iouis: Board of Social Ministry, Lutheran 
Church-Missouri Synod, 1968), pp. 35-41, provides information about 
specific rutheran social ministry activities in local luthemn ccmmnities. 
_.. --.- 
A 
W. H. T. Dau summarized the synod's opinion about the place for 
church when he stated, 
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is never . . . more honored more affedtionately than wh&' 
she remains in the domain and relationships which the Efeator 
designed fur her as wife, mother, daughter and sister. 
Y The Missouri pod's work with blacks continued but like the tran- 
, - ; z $ '  , - - 7  ' ' :' ' - ' . "  
$?;,- df75 -$;)2?,L~;9,22k&w;~*&,~<g422i:,i ;,!,;>.$;~$~,;,;:;~;&~;f$~;;;$~-y~~;;~,~~&~:;~jj;j.;;,;g~ggg$i;2@s~,~g~,$&~$~ 
sition to mglish and the acceptance of a new role for v~rmen in the church, 
progressed slowly. One missionary to Alabama and St. Iouis blacks chastized 
. the synod's membership when he stated in 1899, 
It cannot be denied that love for the Negro mission task has becane 
cold among many of us . . . Mk think, ''Why bother about the Negro? 
W can use our money better than to waste it on such people." 
However, things improved by 1910. Booker T. Washington referred queries 
for aid to the Board of Colored Missions of the Missouri Synod because it 
did mre for blacks than any other denomination. Concord, North Carolina, 
NewOrleans, Louisiana, Greensboro, NorthCarolinaand, by 1922, Selma, j 
j Alabama, had black Lutheran academies. That year 3,700 blacks attended 
forty-nine congregations and thirty-eight parish schools. 1L 
1 Institutionally, the Missouri Synod led Protestant denaminations I in starting facilities for higher education. By 1926 the synod and its 
geographical districts established three seminaries, three teachers ' 
lltkyer, mvinq Frontiers, pp. 347-048, sumnarizes Missouri Synod 
cammtary about insurance and the stock market. Dau' s quote is found in 
Groh, Lutheran Church in North lknerican Life, p. 21. 
lhyer, Movinq Frontiers, p. 318, lists the black institutions 
and Stellhorn, Schools, p. 372, provides the membership statistics. Ihe 
quote is fran Lueking, Century of Caring, p. 12. ' 
. colleges, eleven junior colleges and Valparaiso University. The synod 
r 1 
created youth and adult organizations to match the YMCA, the Methodist 
?@worth Ieague and the Baptist Young People's Union. Between 1893 and 
1918, 310 congregations started Walther Ieagues to provide social and fund 
raising activities for their young adults. The societies supplied pamphlets 
for Lutheran servicemen and staged a national appeal for Wheatridge 
Sanitarium. In 1917, male congregational m r s  formed the International 
Lutheran Laymans. League to retire the synod's $103,000 debt. In 1920, 
the Ieague started a pension fund for pastors and their families and the 
Aid Association for Lutherans, a fraternal life insurance corporation, 
provided acceptable life insurance for church members. 13 
The Augustana Synod established the sam types of programs. The 
luther League prmted Christian social activities, fund raising, pensions 
and debt retiremnt and Lutheran Brotherhood sold life insurance. 14 By 
the beginning of World War I, Lutherans duplicated other denminational 
institutions ' efforts to minister to young adults, the elderly, the unfortu- 
nate. servicemen and professional church workers. 
'dN&lson, Lutherans in North America, p. 302. Baepler, Century of 
Grace , p. 261, describes the Walther League activities and Meyer, Moving 
Frontiers, pp. 347, 397, provides information about male auxiliary 
organizations. ' 
14Arden,~~Augustana Heritaqe, p. 220; Groh, Lutherans in North 
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After 1900, Lutherans witnessed Florida's rapid gruwth. Between 
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1900 and 1'921, population doubled, surpassing the million mark. Henry 
Flagler, Connecticut-born partner of John D. Rockefe-ller of Standard Oil, 
took advantage of the state's generous land grant of 8,000 acres per mile 
and built the Florida East Coast Railroad to Miami and the Keys. Henry 
plant's Atlantic Coast Line maintained agricultural and inmigrant bureaus 
to develop land along the rail route that extended along a hotel chain 
linking Jacksonville, Ocala, Winter Park, Kissirrmee, Tampa and E't. Myers. 
Tampa, a quiet t m  of 720 in 1880, became an important military 
base during the Spanish-American War. Its nearby phosphate mines, rail 
and port facilities, customs house and cigar-producing Ybor City brought 
the population over 35,000 by 1920 and made the c m i t y  the second- 
largest in Florida. Telephone service, electricity and urban rail facili- 
ties modernized the city. In 1914, Captain Tony Jannus provided air mail 
service between St. Petersburg and Tampa. When they observed this growth, 
' Florida mission 
headquarters £ran Gotha to Tampa. 
The rail bocan made Miami the resort capital of the state. Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas, a former reporter for The Miami Herald and author of 
me Everqlades, River of Grass, wrote this eyewitness account: 
In 1915, Miami was a bustling pinelands tam, and the region was 
. . primitive. There were few roads, duckboard walks led be- 
.# . . (  ,. I;. 
. , ,r . .  
-t.--l.c- .::i:e shanties, and mules had to plm in burlap "muck shoes. I I 
- - .  <, !.! :., , .-;),+ p.' : .  I , , . .  
. . . .  . I <  
da city w i t h  
. .-.- 
/ .  
more than 110,000 inhabitants. More than one million tourists visited 
I 
the city annually. 15 
mlitically, Florida entered the Progressive Era. Labor received 
sympathetic attention and socialist A. J. Pettigrew served in the legisla- 
ture. Child labor laws prohibited the employment of minors in factories, 
mines and beer gardens. Pure food acts regulated the canning industry. 
Supprters of a "good roads movement" used a t w o  dollar auto registration 
fee to finance the study of future roadways. The state increased its 
appropriations for colleges and the University of Florida developed a 
credible educational reputation. 16 
Florida's voters followed the national trend by becaning intolerant 
and politically conservative during and after World War I. Governor 
Sidney Jm Catts' administration (1916-1920) best exemplifies this period. 
Catts ,  a lawyer and Baptist preacher, gained the statehouse by championing 
fmrs, laborers and nativists. A maverick politician who won the 1916 
gubernatorial election, Catts' demagogic leadership style antagonized the 
Demcratic Party's regulars because he appeared to be leading a coalition 
of "outs" and opportunists. 
The patriotic surge of public opinion during World War I helped 
catts' program. His legislation modernized state penal institutions, 
15Tkbeau, History oE Florida, chapters 18 and 21 and p. 377, provides 
most of the information about this era. The quote is fran "Lady of the 
Everglades, " ~ime, J ~ U W  31, 1983, p. 57, &d the tourism statistics f d ' a  
George, "Passage to the New Eden," p. 450. 
16 
Tkbeau, History of Florida, pp. 362-67. 
-- 
- 
facilities for the deaf and blind, girls' vocational education and the 
boys' farm. It also repealed the convict leasing system, reformed taxes, 
established a fann for the nwtally retarded, provided state assistance to 
wnmen with dependent children, formed a state road department and required 
compuls~~ sch00ling. 
Catts ' failure to legislate against mling antagonized his 
Baptist folluwing and aided the Democratic Party regulars' successful cam- 
paign to defeat him in the 1920 Florida senatorial election. His nativism, 
a position that had appealed to his constituency of frustrated rural white 
Protestants, made him appear more reactionary as the years passed. Elm- 
tional instability further embarrassed his cause, alienated possible middle- 
class allies and played into the hands of conservative Demcrats. A 
"progressive," Catts capitalized on the rural farmers' fears of being 
ignored. When reform and nativism were overshadowed by the Democratic 
Party's need to regain political stability, Catts lost his personal 
follawing and like Huey Ung a decade later, fell short of his goal. 17 
Orlando's population and e m n q  stabilized during the Progressive 
a -  Initially, the city suffered a "bocm-bust" cycle. In 1880, only 
four years after incorporation, Orlando included 200 inhabitants, three 
stores, a livery stable and a saloon. Six  years later, the county seat 
of Orange County had amst 3,000 people and included fifty stores, seven 
17VJayne Flynt, Cracker Messiah: Governor Sidney Jo Catts of 
Florida (Baton Rouge: uuisiana State University Press, 1977) . ?he infor- 
mation is fran pp. 212, 245; 340-41. Tebeau, History of Florida, chapter 
23, provides a concise s w  of Florida's history during the World W a r  I 
era. 
,.r - 
churches, hotels, two newspapers and rail service to Tampa and Sanford. 
1- location in a fine climate, citrus area and truck farming region 
encouraged tourists, developers and businessnen to move to the area and 
initiate its first real estate bocmn. When the Great F'reeze destroyed the 
area's groves, the city government increased public services to regain the 
lost population. By 1908, the Orlando area's 4,000 citizens had the services 
of a tuberculosis sanitarium and RFD routes for Himassee, Ocoee and Gotha. 
m a 1  bus service, rail transportation, a telephone exchange and road paving 
projects inproved access to central Florida. 
The stabilization of the citrus industry and the ccmpletion of rail 
routes on Florida's east coast encouraged developers to reenter the Orlando 
area. Orlandoans experienced-a second real estate boan as population growth 
warranted the first street paving program. Developers replaced old frame 
buildings with new brick edifices. McCroryls, yowell-~ucbrth's and 
Dickson-Ives' stores becam the center of Orlando's ccgmbercial district. 
By 1920, Orlando's population nunbered a m s t  10,000. Fanners sold garden 
vegetables to local grocers and the town served as a carmercial center for 
nearby citrus, cattle, turpentine and timber industries. 18 
In contrast to the general conditions in the South, Orlando did not 
lack educational opportunities. In 1900, nearby Stetson University in 
B l G d  became the first law school in Florida. Rollins College in 
18 The general information about Orlando is found in Eve Bacon, 
Orlando: A Centennial History, 2 vols. . jChuluot;l, F10fiaa:- 'Plick-1m. House, 
19751, 1: 158-282. 
_ _  --.- - 
Winter Park, a school started in 1885 by thirteen Congregational churches, 
provided private education for the ccnmunity. 19 
Despite Florida's and Orlando's econcmic and population grawth, 
agricultural expansion, educational opportunities and generally favorable 
conditions, Gotha's Iutherans entered the Progressive Era with several 
problems. Their limited n-rs did not pennit them to individually mrt 
a pastor. Their rural location left them isolated from other Iutheran 
ccmmnities. Their Geman-language worship and parochial school did not 
generate any favorable support or interest among non-lutherans. The re- 
moval of the synod's mission headquarters to Tampa gave them little hope 
about the congregation's future. 
The Gotha Lutherans 
In 1905, when Pastor Hugo Hennig left Zion, Gotha for Tampa, the 
Missouri Synod sent no pastor to maintain the central Florida mission 
stations. Tampa's gruwth made it the new heacaquarters of Iutheran mission 
wrk,  leaving the Gotha congregation to be served by laymen. Dr. Henry 
-ling of Gotha voluntarily taught Zion's confirmation class and led 
the congregation as a lay reader except when Hennig returned for his mnthly 
visit. Nehrling used the traditional liturgy and hymns and read the sermon 
fran a synodical.ly-approved text. A Wisconsin native, the botanist had 
taught in Chicago and Texas. In Gotha, he maintained a ten-acre experimental 
1 
19Tkbeau, History of Florida, pp. 272, 307. 
fl-r garden of Amaryllis and. (aladium plants. By importing Oriental 
I 
flmers, shrubs and trees he turned his plot into a local shcrwcase. 20 
In December, 1909, the synod assigned Pastor John Oetjen of 
Minnesota to  serve Zion. The fifty-eight baptized members and thirty-one 
mmunicants thanked Nehrling for his dedicated work. and prepared f o r  a 
more concerted effort. Oetjen, ready to retire, brought his wife and tmo 
daughters to the milder climate. Despite fail ing eyesight and hearing, the 
pastor conducted services and m n f i m t i o n  classes in  German. Confilmation 
instruction took place during several half-day sessions in  June and July 
so it would not conflict w i t h  the seven-month Orange County school tern. 
Oetjen even included instruction in German grarrrnar and, like most  synodical 
pastors, insisted German instruction guaranteed pure doctrine. Unfortunately 
Gotha and its Lutheran congregation did not grow and by 1910 Oetjen's congre- 
gation dwindled to  forty-five souls. 21 
Because Oetjen preached only German, the John Klinect family asked 
Zion, Tampa's Reverend Iouis W. Wambsganss to preach mnthly h g l i s h  ser- 
vices in atha. lIhe eight-&r K l i n e c t  family, arriving i n  1911, had 
heard that W&sganss used synod's new mglish hymnal in Tampa and asked 
him to serve them. (31 one Saturday each month, Wambsganss took a half-day 
train t r i p  £ran Tampa t o  Gotha. H e  led the h g l i s h  service the next morning 
2oproceedings, Southern D i s t r i c t  Convention, 1906, pp. 57-59, 1907, 
Po 47; Wegener, "Missouri Synod," - SDB, Au-t, 1934. B l a c m ,  Orawe 
County, pp. 219-2.0, and the Fischer interview provide Nehrling ' s biographical 
information. 
LJ. Proceedings, Southern D i s t r i c t  Convention, 1910, p. 45, and 
1910 Statistical Report, K-MS, p. 129, provide the statistical infomation. 
'he Fischer interview describes e t j e n ' s  ministry in detail .  
--- 
A 
and then gave confirmation instruction to the two K l i n e c t  g i r l s .  22 Oetjen 
continued to lead weekly German services and German confirmation instruc- 
t i on  until  he died i n  1914. 
In l a t e  f a l l ,  1911, just  a f t e r  Wambsganss ini t ia ted mglish services, 
H. A. Wilkening. and h is  family arrived in Gotha. The Wilkenings joined the 
Klinects in encouraging. the use of English in the Lutheran camunity. 
Wilkening, suffering £ran rheumatism in his  native Moundridge, Kansas, had 
been ordered by his  doctor to m e  to a milder climate. He  auctioned h is  
cattle, horses, mules, hogs and agricultural inplements, leased h is  profit- 
able £am and l e f t  for  Florida. The journey took two and one-half days 
to  reach Kissimnee's hamnock land where the family stayed overnight. The 
next day they caught a t ra in  t o  Orlando and arrived in Gotha where Oetjen 
greeted them. After an exploratory t r i p  through the area, Wilkening pur- 
chased twenty acres of high timber land for  twenty dollars an acre. By 
December he purchased a two-room cottage a mile £ran the church and planted 
a garden. Gotha residents credited Wilkening with introducing them to 
western fanning techniques and s tar t ing a business district. In 1923 his 
business block included a garage, grocery store, drug store and a camunity 
water plant. 23 
LL Proceedings, Southern D i s t r i c t  Convention, 1913, p. 48. On 
kcember 3, 1911, Wambsganss made the f i r s t  recorded v i s i t  to Orlando to 
baptize Claus Huppl. A copy of the baptismal cer t i f icate  is in Pastor 
Kunze's f i l e s  in Trinity, Orlando. 
23~ischer  interview; "Public Sale Advertisenwt Flyer, " H. A. 
Wilkening, October 31, 191 1. "Ietter from Wilkening, " Pbundridqe [Kansas 1 
J ,, January 30, 1912, describes the family's journey and arr ival  in 
Gotha. Blackman, Oranqe County, p. 219, describes the business district. 
-. . . 
When Oetjen died in 1914, 
to the Gotha mission. Wambsganss installed him in the f a l l  of 1914. IWv- 
ever, Ruehle's hane congregation in California had financially supported 
him through the seminary with the understanding he would return to that 
vacant parish. According to synodical protocol, a graduate had to serve 
his f i r s t  assignmnt for a minimum of six months before he could accept 
another call.  Gotha dutifully paid Ruehle's mving expenses, helped him 
and his new wife move into their  hane in September, worked with him for  six 
mnths and on Pgril 4, 1915 (Easter Sunday) , bid him farewell as he l e f t  
for California. 
Ruehle did not ignore his duties despite the knmledge he would 
serve only six mnths. H e  started a E'rauenverein, o r  Ladies Aid Society. 
Wanen and c o n f i n d  g i r l s  provided clothing for  orphanages and sold thei r  
sewing work to  benefit the Lutheran college i n  Asheville, North-Carolina. 
He also made several v i s i t s  t o  Orlando i n  order to serve a few Lutherans 
and transported sane members to church services in Gotha and Orlando. 
Ruehle taught school during the winter tern and delighted the children of 
the congregation by leading singing sessions and organizing baseball games. 
When Eiuehle l e f t  Gotha, Wambsganss occasionally returned to serve Zion's 
members and permitted readers to  lead the services un t i l  another pastor 
arrived. He also led worship for twenty-five souls in Orlando. 24 
Concordia,Bronxville graduate and Candidate George Trapp became the 
new Gotha pastor in August, 1915. H e  inmediately began preaching both 
24~ischer  interview. Ngener, "Missouri Synod, " June, 1939, 
provides the statistical information. 
- - 
mglish and German services. Unfortunately, Trapp had not learned German 
I 
,ti1 he attended the seminary and the Gelman serrnons did not escape the 
criticism of sane older members who recalled Oetjen's flawless diction and 
perfect g r m .  
Like Ruehle, Trapp worked with the youth. He taught the Iutheran 
school (held in the church) and provided sane of the older teenagers with 
hglish-language textbooks so they could continue their  education on an 
informal basis. A new Faithful Workers Society, fonned to provide young 
adults with Christian social opportunities, becarne part of the Missouri 
Synod's International Walther League. Trapp also found time to hold 
services in the Orlando area. After preaching a morning service a t  Zion, 
Trapp had members H. A. Wilkening, John Klinect or  Ernest Kasper of 
Winter Garden drive him to Orlando where he led an afternoon English ser- 
vice in the rented Unitarian Church. Several other members of the driver's 
family went along to help f i l l  the mission with their voices, play the 
piano and distribute the hymnbooks lent by Gotha's nusnbers . 25 
Trapp's primary responsibility was the Gotha congregation. H e  
encouraged the furnishing of the building with chairs and hosted a mission 
festival w i t h  Reverend P. G. Heckel of Tampa. Church picnics, socials and 
diligent *work helped increase the membership to ninety-four baptized 
and fifty-six camolnicants. The Ehglish-language Sunday school numbered 
I 
25~ischer interview; Interview w i t h  Elmer Trapp, November 21, 1981 ; 
Interview w i t h  George Trapp, Jr. , October 20, 1981 ; Roby interview; George 
~ P P ,   "Church Record of Trinity Lutheran Church of Orlando, Florida, " 
@per written to record the history of Trinity Iutheran Church, Fall, 1924. 
Trinity Records (TR) , Minutes, April 13, 1919, describe an early church 
service. 
about thirty. 26 The Lutheran ccmnunity began to thrive again. B u t  abrupt 
a 
change struck the ccmunity--the United States entered World War I. 
Lutherans and the Great War 
World War I was a special period of agony for many Lutherans. 
~erman services and Geman parochial schools marked the Missouri Synod as 
a possible ally with America's enemy. Foreign languages became the object 
of hatred during the war and many viewed parochial schools as capetitors 
w i t h  public schools. Traditional political quietism made many Lutherans 
maintain silence on political issues and nativist attacks often evoked a 
resurgent love for the Fatherland's language and culture. 27 
World War I did not initiate the first anti-Lutheran crusades. In 
1889, state legislatures courted nativist support by passing laws to 
"Americanize" imnigrant religious groups. Wisconsin ' s Bennett Law and 
Illinois' Wwards Law required canpulsory school attendance--and Lutherans 
supported that. Huwever, these laws and several states ' bills required 
attendance at state-run public schools. Midwestern Lutherans and Catholics 
united w i t h  Dewcrats to defeat these Republican masures. 28 
26 
"First Annual Mission Festival, Zion, Gotha," Church Bulletin, 
September 16, 1917; 1916 Statistioal Report, IC-MS, p. 123; Fischer interview. 
27~roh, Lutheran Church in North American Life, pp. 109-10, 142, 
discusses political questions Lutherans faced at this time. Stellhorn, 
Schools, p. 273, surrmarizes the attempts others made to eliminate foreign- 
language instruction and parochial schools. Kohlhof f , "Missouri Synod 
htheran~, " chapter 1, pp. 21-23, describes the developnent of the Missouri 
mod's fears about persecution during this era. 
28~tellhorn, Schools, &. 236-46; Victor Krause, ed., Lutheran 
Elm- Schools in Action (St. W s :  Concordia Publishing House, 19631, 
pa 16. 
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After this crisis passed, the German and Swedish Iutherans reevalu- 
ated their schools. They raised the standards where necessary, improved 
teacher training and appointed secretaries of education. Despite these 
measures, seventeen states adopted laws that required hglish instruction 
in public schools. By 1920, twenty-one states pedtted only Ehglish 
instruction in parochial schools. Attempts to stamp out German and ather 
foreign languages included prohibitions of foreign-langxige publications, 
the use of foreign language in religious services and the teachhg of 
foreign language in high schools. mrica's entry into World W a r  I 
increased public pressure to force the Lutherans to sever the last social 
and emotional ties with Old World culture. 29 Fortunately, ~lorida's 
Lutherans did not experience any of this prevJar pressure. 
The Lutheran Publicity Bureau, established in 1914 by the M i s h  
Synod, waged a public relations campaign to counter accusations of dis- 
loyalty. It loosely coordinated the celebration of the Refomation's 
Quadricentennial, attacked the Catholics and emphasized the benefits western 
culture had received £ran Lutheranism-the separation of church and mw,  
catechetical instruction, the developnent of Protestantism and the 
c c n t r h t i c m  to theology. Xt-Rr the war began, the bureau shifw the 
W g n  to accentuate the spiritual and not the natbnalistic ~081- 
2 9 ~ t e l ~ m ,  Schools, .pp. 247, 313, describes the a- to 
elbinate foreign-language instmctim and foreign-kquage worship- 
- C. *pp, ed., 100 Y e a r s  of Christian mcathm m= J30-8 
I11hois: Iutherrm Ed~cd tbn  A ~ S O C ~ ~ ~ O I I ,  1947) , p. 3.98, dt2SCZxbeS the 
Pressures that forced Iutherans to w i d e r  severing M t i m a l  ties 
to eman culture. 
of the Refomtion. The Missouri Synod also established a press correspon-' 
at in Washington, D. C., in 1920 and made him.a lobbyist in 1926. 30 
Lutherans hoped the publicity campaign, the Refonnation ccmmmra- 
tion, the unification of the three Eastern mglish-language Iutheran church 
bodies in the ULCA, the camissioning of the Lutheran Army and Navy Board 
to serve Iutheran servicemen and the purchase of $94 million of .Liberty 
Bonds and stamps would quiet their nativist  critics. A t  the 1917 Milwaukee 
convention, the Missouri Synod deleted the tern '%ermanl' fran its official 
title and called i tself  the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri, Ohio 
and Other States. Bilingual secretaries recorded district and synodical 
minutes, while discussions took place in English. 31 Despite these rraeasures, 
Lutherans suffered because of -their language and national heritage. 
To many Americans, "Lutheran" was a synonym for '%eman. " They 
particularly suspected pastors of treason, beating several, tarring and 
feathering a few and forcing a n-r t o  k iss  the flag and purchase w a r  
bonds with their savings. Churches received yellclw paint smears or  signs 
that stated, "God Almighty understands the Ehglish language. I' Parishoners 
in Steeleville, Illinois, carried shotguns and r i f les  to church to stop 
attacks. A Lincoln, Missouri, school burned to the ground and an Ohio 
school was  destroyed by an explosion. Marauding defense councils forced 
30Nelson, Lutherans in Nor th  America, pp. 391, 394; Meyer, lbvinq 
Frontiers, p. 403. 
31Baepler, Century of Grace, p. 276. M1, God's Amazing Grace, 
P. 15, provides a description of Southern D i s t r i c t  metings . 
- -  - 
#. 
i a ~ t .  Wayne, Indiana, farmer to  hide in  a cornfield. Gun-toting patriots 
kicked a Lutherville, Arkansas, pastor out of his parsonage. 
32 
In Florida, the w a r  brought inflation and social change. Clotking, 
shoes, labor, machinery and seed doubled in price and food prices increased. 
Teachers l e f t  the school systems for better war-- employnwt opportunities. 
m y  servicemen entered the state's military installations and increased the 
populations of nearby cities. The fear of espionage and sabotage created 
an anti4erman war  fever. In Jacksonville, people discussed rumors of 
saboteurs on the detained German ship Frieda Ieonardt. In Tallahassee, 
vigilantes uncovered a "plot" to  destroy the capitol. Many suspected 
G e m  sympathizers contaminated the bread supplies with ground glass. 33 
i' 
! I Anti-Geman sentiments reached a fever pitch and accounted for cracker 
threats against the Germans in Gotha. 
Gotha's congregation irmrediately cancelled German services because 
scm crackers threatened to  tar and feather anyone in Gotha who spoke Geman 
in public. Even in hcmes, families spoke no German for fear of continuing 
E 
1. conversations as they l e f t  their hanes. Gas rationing rules forced H. A. 
;, 
I 




k There he guarded the car during services so vandals would not paint it i 
yellow. Tram faced the draft and had to choose bebeen enlisting as a 
chaplain or teaching public school in Gotha. He  remained w i t h  his members 
and taught public school f r m  1917 to 1920 when the Iutheran school renewed 
3L Stellhorn, Schools, pp.314-15; Meyer, Moving Frontiers, p. 374. 
me quote is f r m  Diefenthaler, "Lutheran Schools, " p . 26. 
" m u ,  History of Florida, pp. 374-75. 
operations. After each school day, Trapp kept the Lutheran students in 
class and conducted confinnation and religious instruction. 
34 
Fortunately, no Gotha Germans suffered any physical violence because 
of the w a r  fever. Florida's Lutherans in general seemed to escape any 
attacks by zealous patriots. While Gotha's German cultural background made 
it an easy target for anti-Geman violence, . no , crackers- carried out their 
. A 
threats. Tram's after-school instruction -also indicates these threats 
-were probably directed against German, and not Iiutkran, traditions. 
hinity's Iutherans suffered no recorded incidents of violence. Their 
mglish-language services probably allayed any fears they were Geman 
sympathizers. 
Orlando's Lutherans After the War 
The Lutherans in Orlando benefitted frm the tcrwn's war-boom. Their 
.:'A, $&A 
-""-;"rship grew rapidly. On April 1, 1919, the Trinity, Orlando, congre- 
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: ,+,, , and totaled forty souls. The Klinects, Kaspers and several other Gotha mem- 
,* . ;.;r$:[ 8 1  
L .-,> .& ?+r'.-F ,> 
, bers moved to Orlando for better jobs or to be closer to their work site. 
I +: 
,.L+ 
~1 jflt - , 
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g? In July, Trinity's members formed a building camnittee and initiated a fund 
Despite meting for services only every other week, the congregation 
camittee surveyed a lot in September and 
~ICB -6300, By October, 1920, Trinity's 150 souls 
exceeded Gotha's total membership by fifty. Hcrwever, the members still had 
I 
no permanent Mrship site. 'Ihey'met: in the Christian Science Hall, holding 
m English and one Geman service each mnth. Asked to leave theChristian 
Science building in May, 1921, the congregation worshiped in a..Seventh :Day 
Adventist church. Finally, on July 24, 1921, the msbers celebrated the 
cornerstone laying on their site at Hughey 'Street and Central Avenue. 
35 
In Septenber and October, 1921, Trinity's quickly-grawing congrega- 
tion petitioned Zion for a number of changes in Trapp's duties. The 
congregation requested that he be released £ran his school teaching responsi- 
bilities to spend more  tin^ in Orlando. The parishoners wanted Trapp to 
replace Trinity's afternoon services with two morning and two  afternoon 
semices each mnth. They stated that Trapp's duties taxed his health and 
he needed a reduction in his work load. 
Zion's voters responded by telling the Orlando group to call another 
pastor. They could not change any of their services to the afternoon because 
the heat bothered the older members of the congregation and evening services 
were impractical because there were no lights in their eight-year-old 
building. Gotha's congregation felt so strongly about its decision that 
35~arnes Kunze, Golden Anniversary Booklet: Trinity Lutheran Church 
(W~CO, mas: Ihited Church Directories, 1971), n. p. TR, Minutes, July 13, 
and -minutes of special meetings be- August and Septenber, 1919, pravi.de 
information about Trinity's stewardship drives. TR, Minutes, October 10, 
1920, May 22, July 10, 1921, TR, Iedger Book, June 12, 1921, list the w~sfip 
sites. 1920 Statistical Report, K-m, p. 100, provides membership -- 
statistics. 
_-I- - 
it returned unopened a second letter containing Trinity's request to adjust 
Trapp's duties. 36 
By the end of Noveinber the Trinity voters called Trap to serve 
them full time. When Trapp accepted the call on January 8, 1922, minity 
raised his salary to $1,000 per year and canpleted the parsonage. Again, 
the Gotha congregation had no pastor. Because few Gotha residents awned 
cars and many of Zion's mmbers were upset W u t  Trinity taking "their" 
pastor, mst did not go to Trinity to mrship. Zion's members had to 
petition the synod for another pastor. 37 
Betseen 1900 and 1920, the Missouri Synod avoided contacts w i t h  
evangelical and social gospel Christians, using its educational system to 
preseme its confessional and social status £ran the influences of 
"Americanization" and Progressivism. Trinity ' s and Zion ' s mrnbers refrained 
fran contacting other religious and political groups, too, and made certain 
their children could receive Lutheran doctrinal instruction. During the 
W, the synod's political quietism probably saved it fmn most nativist 
persecution. Orlando-area Lutherans never recorded any political involve- 
ment and never mtioned Catts or other nativists except in a few isolated 
cases regarding the use of German in Gotha. Apparently, Utherans both 
nationally and locally used theTr confessional and educational unity to 
insulate themselves fran all rel:igious "Americanization" except in the use 
of the mglish language. 
36112, Minutes, October 9, 31, 1921. 
4 I 
Ibid., November 27, December 18, -27, 1921, Jan- 8, March 2, 
1922; Fischer interview; Elmer Trapp interview. 
me t w o  congregations mirrored the synod's reactions to  other 
problems. mglish services replaced Geman worship and the rrvsnbers started 
mglish Sunday schools and adult groups. While both congregations grew in 
membership, Trinity replaced Zion as the largest local Lutheran church, 
attained stability and brought Trapp to  Orlando. 
Orlando's Lutherans faced new challenges. The members a t  Zion and 
Trinity had to deal with the tensions caused by Trapp's move. They also 
had to serve an area experiencing the rapid changes initiated by the post- 
w a r  land bocm. Perhaps Zion, Gotha could regain its role as the synod's 
mission headquarters for central Florida and Trinity could serve the rapidly- 
growing number of Iutherans in Orlando. The congregations entered a new era 
after surviving two decades of' social, econmic and language change. 
THE TWENTIES--CHAKl3 AND CRISIS 
America in the Post-War Era 
After Brld War I, Americans concentrated their attention on do- 
mstic issues. 'Ihey supported Harding's pledge to return to nomalcy and 
Coolidge's belief in laissez faire. Increased productivity, business con- 
solidation and industrial expansion justified their attitudes as the 
country became one of the mst prosperous in the mrld. 
The nation's industrialization and prosperity helped people initiate 
social and cultural change. appeared to have gained social equality, 
receiving the right to vote, smke in railroad parlors and visit speak- 
easies. The availability of the automobile accelerated a revolution in 
travel and behavior. wple also felt less isolated if they had radio 
receivers. Spectator sports became popular as heroes such as Babe Ruth, 
Red Grange and Jack W s e y  captured the hearts of many. By the end of the 
decade, Walt Disney's Steamboat Willy cartoon and Al Jolson's The Jazz 
Sinqer led the fledgling movie industry to replace traditional vaudeville. 
mfortunately, there was a darker side to this decade of prosperity and 
industrial expansion. 
I 
Americans experienced a sense of lost opportunity and bitter dis- 
ap~in-t. Many did not fulfill their hopes for social justice and 
d ~ r a ~ .  The trauma of technical and social change left m y  embitered 
with the results of World wz I, intemtional relations and danestic 
__. -  - 
reform.. Disillusioned by international diplamacy, many Americans supported 
the policy of isolationism. Fearing the impact of unchecked imnimti0n, 
nativist organizations successfully lobbied to limit the nmber of south- 
eastern European imnigrants admitted into the country. Concerned with 
decaying social and cultural values, many Protestants &pported Prohibition. 
me apparent collapse of mrican traditions generated an embittered group 
of Americans fearful of the results of technical and social change. 1 
Southern Protestants and Religious Change 
To many Protestants, religious traditions appeared to dissolve be- 
fore the pressures of industrialization, urbanization and social change. 
Behavioral standards collapsed. The family's authority over children de- 
clined. Worship practices changed. Protestants perceived modern society 
attacked them. 
In the South, additional fears of race riots, strikes and scholar 
ship drove many denaninations to reinforce past traditions. Disillusioned 
with the ineffectiveness of the social gospel, Southern Protestant clergy 
mbilized public opinion to support personal piety legislation. They hoped 
blue laws, Prohibition and the renrval of secular influences in public 
schools would save their countxy and society. 2 
The clergy's attempt to lead political and scholarly debates drama- 
tized the religious temper of the South. Southern Protestants questioned 
the value of higher education and criticized German biblical criticism, 
I 
Marty, Righteous wire, pp. 211-15; Nelson, Lutherans in North 
arica, pp. 415-16. 
"high bruw" lecturers and the emphasis on intellectual debate of doctrinal 
x 
differences. To guarantee the purity of doctrine, Southern Protestant 
church bodies avoided unification with sister northern denaninatio11~. They 
created their awn Bible colleges and approved d o c t ~ h a i r e  of theo- 
l~ical education. Believing education could be limited to the Bible (to 
learn huw to act) , the hymnbook (for its poetic value) and the almanac (for 
the weather), Southern Protestants countered critics by calling them agnos- 
tics, atheists or ccmnmists. Unfortunately, these efforts undermined the 
clergy's social status and popularized the Bible Belt stereotype of the 
clergyman as a "Bible-banger. 113 
The Scopes Trial and the Presidential election of 1928 symbolized 
the Southern reaction to modernism. Both events degraded the clergy, re- 
vealing the decline of Protestantism that had been underway for the past 
half century. William Jennings Bryan's debate with Clarence Darrw con- 
vinced many that Southern Protestantism no longer had the right to lead 
the country's evangelical ehristians and social reformers. When Southerners 
supported Hoover in 1928, they expressed their distrust of urbanization, 
Catholicism and imnigration. m v e r ,  this break w i t h  the Demxratic Party 
appeared to yield the Great Depression. m e  fundammtalist-modernist reli- 
gious debate, in addition to the Scopes Trial and the political reaceon 
3 
Ibid., pp. 224-26and Bailey, White Protestantism, pp. 35-37, 55, 
108, 164, discuss the doctrinal issues that concerned Southern Protestants. 
Diefenthaler, "Lutheran Schools, " p. 29, coins the phrase, "~ible-ban&r- 
-- - 
-. 
against urbanization and imnigration, left the South denmationally 
isolated and disheartened. 
4 
Lutherans and American Religious Issues 
During the twenties, Lutherans externally reseabled the mainline 
Southern Protestant denminations. They sympathized w i t h  fundamentalism, 
maintained primarily a rural h r s h i p  and required a confessional disci- 
pline that expected members to ignore the ecumenical movements that b e c e  
popular. Like the Southern Protestant fear of imnigrants, Iutherans had 
their awn "devils" and attacked those they believed guilty of persecuting 
them during World War I. By the end of the decade Lutherans no longer 
external ly resembled Southern Protestants. lbst continued to reject 
Prohibition, the restriction of academic freedan and the use of imnigration 
quotas. A growing educational system, a new emphasis on h m  missions 
and the developnent of inter-Lutheran cooperation aided institutional and 
membership grmkh. 
After World War I, many Lutherans sympathized with fundamentalism 
f~damentalist-modernist controversy did not affect most Lutherans. The 
language barrier and relative social and intellectual isolation blocked 
htheran discussion of the issues on a local level and restricted it to 
the college classroan. 5 
4E3ailey, White Protestantism, pp. 70-71, 106-9; Marty, Riqhteous 
mire, pp. 214-20. 
&~roh, Lutheran Church in North American Life, pp. 79-80. 
Unlike Southern Protestants, &rerim Lutherans were confessionally 
i 
i 
t isolationist. M o s t  synods did not send observers to the f i r s t  meeting of 
I 
j the World (hristian E'undamntal Associatibn (1923), the Stockholm World 
Conference on Life and Work (1925) or  the Lausanne World Conference on Faith 
and Order (1927). Fearing union w i t h  E3uropean o r  IImerican Lutherans who 
rejected literalism, the Geman-language synods (primarily the Synodical 
Conference members--the Missouri Synod and the Wisconsin Synod) did not 
send representatives t o  the Lutheran World conventions in Eisenach (1923) 
or Copenhagen (1929). 
In contrast to  Southern Protestantism, Lutherans rejected the paci- 
f i s t  ideas that in£ luenced the clergy during the -ties. Mos t  Lutherans 
had not shared the crusading sp i r i t  of the w a r  years and suffered persecu- 
by members of the major denanhations . Like other Protestants, 
'"* Lutherans who had agonized about the use of English before the war (particu- 
larly the Missouri Synod) found enemies t o  attack during the -ties. They 
struck a t  Jews, the mvie industry, Freemasonry and Bolshevism. They de- 
spised Jews because they appeared to control international finance. me 
movie industry supported many ,Jewish -1s and Freemasonry contained pseudo- 
religious elemnts that threatened Christian symbolism. Reverend Walter 
the Walther Leaque Messenqer and Theodore Graebner 
Lutheran Witness condemned these groups, echoing the frustrations of the 
fissouri Synod that had been condemned as an un-mrican institution during 
the war .  7 
b Nelson, Lutherans in North America, pp. 419-20, 435-36, lists the 
international conferences. 
1 Kohlhoff, "Missouri Synod Lutherans,"' chapter 4, pp. 41-43. 
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Unlike other Protestants, Lutherans opposed efforts to prohibit 
brewing. Iegislating Prohibition appeared to mix  religion and politics 
and Lutheran quietism did not support religious meddling in government 
policy. If Lutherans did support Prohibition, it was primarily mtivated 
by a cdtment to law and order. 8 
Educationally, Lutherans developed their am self-contained system. 
Many churches started schools. Several Lutheran regional and national organi- 
zations established superintendents of schools and more than half of the 
elementary schools taught some classes in Gelman and others in English. 
Because many Lutheran instructors furthered their education at state uni- 
versities, businessmen purchased facilities in 1926 in Valparaiso, Indiana, 
to start a Lutheran university. Lutheran synods, excited by the econanic 
prosperity during the twenties, built new educational facilities, the mst 
spectacular enterprise reaching capletion in 1926 when the Missouri Synod 
dedicated a new $3 million seminary campus in St. Iouis, Missouri. 
Initially, Lutherans appear to have agreed w i t h  the Southern 
Protestant. nativist reaction to inmigration. They never expressed their 
opposition to theseverelimitations placed on Sbutheastern European quo- 
and the exclusion of Asians. But Lutherans opposed the quota system because 
it restricted German and Scandinavian inmigration while favoring the British. 
lutherans also opposed imnigration restriction because it eliminated 
a prime source for future members. With only 30.7 percent of the congre- 
gations located in urban areas in 1926, the lutheran synods did not share in 
the urban growth that took place during the decade or replace the potential 
- -  - 
- 
i-grant members kept out of the country. Lutherans often blamed m q a -  
tion restriction for slowing their grawth because Iutheranism did not grm 
as rapidly as its own educational system or the American population. 
To counter the membership crisis, Lutherans borruwed other 
Protestant techniques to enhance evangelism. They canvassed neighborhoods, 
conducted every-mnber-visitatiom , organized evangelism camittees and 
collected £unds for distributing religious literature and tracts. The 
confinanent of social action to congregational locales took mst of their 
energy and left little interest in contacting outside organizations, cooper- 
ating with other programs or developing regional social service ministries. 
However, the new evangelism techniques countered the obstacles to gruwth-- 
confessional isolation, inmigrant restriction, rural background. By 1930, 
Lutherans in the United States totaled 4.4 million baptized mabers. 
Wlve thousand pastors served them. One decade after World War I, 
Lutherans caprised only four percent of the country's population. How- 
ever, because mst Lutherans lived in the Midwest, their influence in 
worship and education far outweighed their actual nmrical smgth. 9 
As the decade ended, Lutherans seemed interested in unificaticn 
and, in the case of the ULCA, considered involvement in selected activities 
conducted by the various national and international denminational bodies. 
Separated £ran other Protestant denaminations because of confessional 
discipline, political quietism and educational independence, German and 
'~iefenthaler, "Lutheran Schools," pp. 29-30, outlines the Missouri 
mod's educational system during this era. Arden, Augustma wri+aser 
p- 263 and Nelson, Lutherans in North Iknerica, pp. 420-21, 431-36, describe 
institutional expansion and membership activities. 
,:35.c+np,9 L - q - - ;  -+%! 
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scandinavian Lutherans, encouraged by a stable membership, no longer felt 
persecuted. The persecution during World War I had not destroyed Utheranism 
but forced a reevaluation of its traditions. Lutherans no longer resisted 
"~mericanization," but actually accepted its inevitability. 
'.+,+-: *:s 
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yi+g;+$i:iTbe M ssouri Synod Faces Iknericanization 
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The Missouri Synod warrants special attention because of its unique 
position as a German-language synod. Having suffered persecution during 
Wrld War I because of its German background, the membership faced the trauma 
caused by "Americanization. " The members had to con£ ront the challenges of 
mglish-language usage in their institutions and develop new ministries to 
deal with the country's rapid urbanization and social change. 
During the twenties, the 1.25 million-wnber Missouri Synod slcrwly 
adopted the daminant culture. Dedicated to strict confessionalism and loyal 
to its educational system, the synod appeared to be a separatist organiza- 
tion intent upon preserving German culture and language usage. However, 
two esnphases helped ehd traditional separation between the synod, other 
Lutherans and the Protestant carmunity. First, msnbers recognized the 
importance of using English to develop missions. Secondly, the synod's 
Pranotion of national youth groups, m ' s  clubs, laynw's organizations, 
publication offerings ,. . , and radio programing, resembling mainline Protestant 
' ~. ,=., ;::,.., 
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organizational develomt, ended institutional isolation and helped 
"Americanize " the membership. 
In the early twenties, few Protestant bodies exhibited more unity 
than the Missouri Synod. Sminary faculty encouraged future clergy to 
ignore the main currents of American political, social and econdc life. 
m e  pastors were a close-knit fraternity. They trained together at the 
Springfield or St. buis seminaries and read the same synodical publica- 
tions. This " journalistic glue" held the synod together. Unfortunately, 
the clergy feared the public-educated laymen who occasionally used secular 
educations to attack doctrinal tenets and ecclesiastical traditions. But 
the synod's unity defused doctrinal disputes and accelerated the centrali- 
zation of synodical authority in national and district boards. Like other 
Protestant bodies after World War I, the synod developed an active bureau- 
cracy of board members, ccmnitteemn and secretaries. lo The centralization 
of authority unified the membership's response to several challenges. 
Urbanization accelerated the synod's adaptation of the mglish 
language. Like the rest of the country in 1925, more than half of the 
synod's members lived in urban areas. The urban congregations adopted the 
hglish language to pramote mission work and accepted the necessity of 
using mglish in Sunday school. By 1926, fifty-four percent of the war- 
ship services were held in English. l1 Haever, this language transition 
presented an imnediate problem. 
Congregations, students, pastors and teachers needed approved 
hglish texts. Synod ' s official printing capany, Concordia Publishing 
- - 
loheking, Century of Caring, p. 21, describes the synod's educa- 
tional unity and the use of synodical publications. Groh, Lutherans in North 
American Life, pp. 21-22, describes the clergymen's fear of laymen- WPP, 
100 Years, p. 174, swmarizes the gruwth of the synod's bureaucracy. 
ll~hlhoff, "Missouri Synod Lutherans, " chapter 5, pp- 1-3, 7; 
kendschke, Sunday School, p. 69. 
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m e  in St. Louis, provided the necessary Ehglish titles and even reprinted 
a nineteenth-century Ehglish-edition catechism in 1926. 
I 
The synod's thee- 
logians used the church periodicals, particularly The Lutheran Witness, to 
instruct members huw to avoid the dangers of the liberalizing Ehglish in- 
f hence. m e  und Vkhre, a theological journal renamed Concordia 
Theolwical Monthly, provided pastors w i t h  guidance in using the hglish 
language without destroying doctrinal content. 
Like the mglish-language question, the synod's laymen did not 
readily approve of the govemmentk. intrusion into church life. They 
opposed the creation of a federal departmnt of education, the addition of 
a child labor amen&nent to the Constitution and the folmation of the 
National mucation Association. Synodical leaders also opposed union w i t h  
other Lutheran bodies and vehmtly criticized the Southern Protestant 
proposal to include Bible reading and religious instruction in public 
schools . 12 
While the synod's members struggled to adopt a new language and 
fought to maintain religious freedan, they faced the loss of their dm- 
tional system. Many teachers and pastors resigned during the decade because 
their salary increases did not match post-war inflation. State legislatures 
imposed more stringent educational standards and disqualified synodical 
pastors from teaching because they did not met the new requirements. 
Scmetimes schools closed becake members no longer understood the need for 
"Nelson, Lutherans in wrth America, pp 424, 428; Stellhorn, 
Schools, pp. 320, 412. 
-t&ining German traditions as the Gem-tan language fell into disuse. 
mey sent their children to public school. 13 As teachers resigned and 
schools closed, the synod's membership had to detelmine if it should main- 
tain its educational system. Perhaps -, achieving new social status 
after World War I, could provide their teaching services for reduced pay 
and help keep the schools open. 
The Missouri Synod not only disapproved of the immral influences 
of the theater, dancing and autcmobile, but also refused to acknawledge 
the change in wmen's status. When Texas voters elected a female governor 
in 1925, a Lutheran Witness editor carmented, ". . . the world has canpletely 
lost all cammn sense. ' "14 ' 1923 the synod declined a request to erect a 
seminary for wanen and continued to maintain the four-year-old policy of 
permitting female education only at its Seward, Nebraska, teacher training 
center. The insistence that men teach theology and the fear that - 
instructors made parochial schools too similar to public institutions 
encouraged the restriction of the total n-r of females to less than 
twenty percent of Sward's enrollees. Not until 1938 did Concordia, 
River Forest, accept wmen and not until 1941 did the synod rgnove female 
-01 lmnt caps. 15 
 bid., p. 358, describes the salary problems. Nelson, Lutherans 
m North America, pp.:427-28, sumnarizes the legislative actions. Repp, 100 
Years , p. 196, describes sane Lutheran apathy about preserving educational 
institutions. I 
14 Meyer, Movinq Frontiers, pp. 376-77,quote from p. 380. 
15stellhorn, Schools, pp. 232, 340-44, 439; Ruth Fritz wyer, 
on a Mission (St. Iouis: mncordia Publishing House, 19671, p. 64. 
While these measures restricted wmm to a secondary status, 
synodical wanen did gain a few concessions. Despite a policy of male-only 
suffrage in congregations, wanen received approval to  form Ladies Aid 
Associations. These organizations provided volunteers for local Lutheran 
social services. Many sewed, knitted or  washed clothing for students or  
sold hme-made clothing to benefit hospitals; academies o r  colleges. In 
1929 several w a m ~  requested the privilege to  form a national organization 
similar to  the Lutheran Laymans. a .  The synod premitted them t o  col- 
lectmney in mite boxes but terminated the organization a year la ter  
because of the Depression. 16 
While limiting women's role in the church, the synod expanded its 
social and educational programs among Southern blacks and youth groups. 
In 1922 the Southern District reopened Luther College in New Orleans and 
added another ministerial prep school for blacks a t  Selma, Alabama. By 
1927 Southern blacks ' synodical. mmbership increased to 5,515 baptized, 
a 400 percent increase in  thir ty years. 17 
Synodical work among young people met w i t h  success. Between 1918 
and 1923 the Walther -ague gained 800 congregational societies and cm- 
pleted fund .drives supporting a t ract  ministry for Lutheran servicemen, 
the Wheat Ridge Sanitarium and an outdoor retreat center in Arcadia, 
Michigan. The Executive Secretary of the waither League, Walter A. Maier, 
coordinated a League drive t o  support one-thi'rd of the synod's foreign 
1 
161bid., pp. 6,6-72. 
l7=l, God's Amazinq Grace, p. 66; Meyer, Moving Frontiers, p. 317. 
mission budget and edited The Bible Student and The Concordia Wssenqer. 
mese magazines provided Missouri Synod youth w i t h  debate topics ("Should 
w adopt the metric system?"), a guide for the proper use of leisure t i n e  
and service project ideas. During the twenties the Walther Ieague also 
contributed to the Lutheran Hour radio program, a law l i b r q  a t  Valparaiso 
and hospices that provided housing for unesnployed. lhese programs generated 
a fine response i n  the synod's congregations and .by 1928 more than 1 ,'800 
societies declared membership in the Walther Ieague. 18 
The new programs also encouraged stewardship. The synod's member- 
ship increased .per capita giving from $13.32 in 1920 to almost $25 in  1929, 
a good figure even when one takes into account the inflation of the time. 
This financial security gave synodical officials the confidence t o  in i t ia te  
a mass media program. The Lutheran Publicity Organization, organized in 
1925, sent infomation t o  newspapers and encouraged churches to sponsor 
monthly broadcasts of their services. The success of the synod's St. Uuis  
radio station KEUO, the f i r s t  religious broadcasting station in  iknerica, 
encouraged other Lutheran cammities to  develop local radio programing. 
Walter A. Maier solicited pledges t o  sponsor KE'UO broadcasts and generated 
enthusiasm to  match his success. By 1935, Maier succeeded in creating 
18E3aepler, Century of Grace, p. 261, and Meyer, Moving Frontiers, 
pp. 309, 396, describe League fund drives and organizational structure . 
E l m r  N. W i t t ,  "125 Youthful Years, " Resources for Youth Ministry, S m r ,  
1972, pp. 12-14, provides a thumbnail sketch of Ieague activities. 
me Lutheran Hour, a thirty-minute nationally broadcast program. 
I2 The 
Missouri Synod had finally utilized the mass media to spread its message. 
Culturally, synodical congregations changed several traditions 
during the decade. Many congregational menbers rejected the "side street 
mtality" that limited church designs to simple rectangular structures on 
inexpensive lots. After 1920, congregations frequently selected prcahent 
locations and built imposing English Gothic structures. Robed choirs per- 
fond in choir lofts and individual cammion cups replaced the cammn cup 
at Eucharistic celebrations. Finally, families sat together during worship, 
ending the custom of seating wanen on the left and r r e n  on the right side of 
the church. 20 
The synod's members had changed during the twenties. By 1930, more 
than half of the synod's laity lived in urban areas, used Ehglish in worship, 
supported warnen's, youth and men's church clubs and prmoted radio mission 
work. Culturally, the synod still restricted wanen's rights but changed 
several other traditions like congregational seating, camunion worship and 
h i s t ry  to the blacks. How would Orlando's Lutherans participate in the 
changes? 
The Florida Boom 
The Missouri Synod's Southern District concentrated its mission 
efforts in Florida after 1920. The real estate bocm and the large n e r  
19~lson, Lutherans in North America, p. 427, provides the Con- 
tribution statistics. M 1 ,  God's Amazinq Grace, p. 16, Bepler, 
of Grace, pp. 149-50, 311, Stellhorn, Schools, p. 368, and w ~ e r f  .!!&El 
Frontiers, p. 397, describe pr-tional and radio activities. 
r\n 
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of retirees that moved to the state encouraged district officials to  start 
st. Matthew, Miami (1924) , Trinity, Ft. Lauderdale 
Palm Beach 
(1927), Redeemer, West 
(1925) and Grace, St. Petersburg (1928). Ll Southern D i s t r i c t  
missionaries found Florida in the middle of a highway and railroad building 
. m. When builders cmpleted the Miami-Jacksonville highway (U. S. Highway 
1) in 1911, the s ta te  ' s road engineers estimated the peninsula needed more 
than 3,000 additional miles to canplete a useful system. The D i x i e  Highway 
fulfilled much of Florida's road needs and gave Midwestern tourists and 
developers direct access t o  the state. County ccamissioners and land 
developers added to the state road mileage so they could display their 
resources. George Gandy, a Philadelphia transportation expert, completed 
the St.  Petersburg-Tampa bridge i n  1924 and removed a major barrier t o  
west coast c-rce. The mai l ,  cc~npleted in 1928, linked east and 
west coast resort areas. By 1930, the state had a total of 3,254 paved 
miles. Both the Florida E a s t  Coast and Atlantic Coast Line railroads 
extended m a i n  lines t o  the truclc garden regions around Lake Okeechobee. 22 
Roads, railroadsand the pranise of riches and sunshine brought 
thousands to  Florida. The state's population increased mre than f i f ty  
Percent between 1920and 1930, reaching a total of almost 1.5 million. 
With no state in- or inheritance taxes, the ease of access and the 
21Ertl, God's Amazinq Grace, pp. 86-87. 
22Tkbeau, History of Florida, pp. 351, 367, 397; George, "Passage 
to the New Eden," p. 451. 
general econdc prosperity throughout the country, many journeyed to the 
new "garden of Eden. 1123 
Orlandoans anticipated they would participate in the new prosperity, 
particularly with the new road. and transportation improvements. Many hoped 
the aqey Highway, a nine-foot wide brick-paved route between Orlando and 
Cape Canaveral, would bring thousands of businessmn and tourists to the 
heart of citrus country. The capletion of the road was so impressive that 
Fox Films included its christening (with orange juice) in 1924 newsreels. 
One reporter speculated the ribbon of pavement would make Orlando the "Los 
Angeles of the East." Citizens on the coast and in Bithlo prophesied that 
Cape Canaveral would become a great seaport for new inland citrus and 
cattle empires. 24 
Three years later, officials dedicated Narcoosee Road that linked 
Orlando to St. Cloud and Melbourne. The new airport further improved 
access to Orlando and by 1929 the city had tiir mail service. The ccmple- 
tion of a new Atlantic Coast Line depot on South Hughey Avenue and the 
railroad's double-tracking-through Orlando contributed to the real estate 
boom in Orlando. 
Culturally, the Albertson's donated the books and money needed to 
establish a city library, radio station WDBO began broadcasting and the 
Orlando Symphony Orchestra and other touring groups performed in the new 
' micipal Auditorium. The Coliseum provided a place for dancing and 
lighter ente rtainment and by 1924 there were several major theaters, 
2 3 ~ a u ,  History of Florida, pp. 377, 383. 
24~eff Kunerth, "Cheney Highway, " The Orlando Sentinel, *March 6 , 
1984. 
including the Beacham, Dr. Phillips, American and Grand. The theaters, 
: 
decorated with pillars, chandeliers, stucco and tile, made the downtmvn 
cmplete by supplementing the city's business facilities with evening 
entertainment sites. 
Orlando also had several new organizations. The Knights of 
Colmibus, R o t a q  Club, Salvation Army, Business and Professional m ' s  
Club and Jaycees increase in rrtsnbership indicates the area was undergoing 
tremendous population growth, business expansion and a building and real 
estate boam. The population tripled to total mre than 27,000 by 1929. 
Many new banks, food stores (including A & P and Piggly Wiggly), hotels, 
churches and schools changed Orlando's skyline and business district. 
Orlando's city douncil hired a city planner. Tourist camps, the new "White 
Way" between Orlando and Winter Park and the staffing of a tourist booth 
eighteen hours per day show the grmth of tourisn in the area. 25 
Unfortunately, population increase, land developnent and business 
speculation did not help the area without abusing the environmnt. John 
Kunkel Small, a Bnnsylvania photographer and naturalist, visited central 
and south Florida in 1901. As the curator for New York's Botanical 
Gardens, he retuned to the area in 1922 searching for new plant specinws- 
In his book, F'rm.Eden to Sahara: Florida's Tragedy, Small criticized the 
25Bacon, Orlando, 1: 307-354, '2: 1-45, describes ~rlando's growth 
during this time a d  provides the infomation for the previous three para- 
graphs. The material about Orlando's theaters is found in Lisanne Renner, 
"An Uphill Battle for Old 'Iheaters, " The Orlando Sentinel, June 25, 1984. 
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reckless land use, the poor f h g  methods and ruinous land d e v e l o ~ t  
techniques that destroyed the fragile natural system. 
Ltd 
?he Labor Day Hurricane in 1926, financial collapse of several 
banks and disastrous 1928 hurricane that destroyed W r e  Haven signaled 
the end of the land bocnn. During these hard times, Florida's Protestants 
lashed at the Catholics and supported Hoover in the 1928 Presidential 
election. Orlandoans were further hurt by the Mediterranean fruit fly in- 
festation that forced grove awners to bum a m s t  three-fourths of their 
trees. The shipping quarantine that lasted until the end of November, 1930, 
depressed the local econcmy even further. By that time, just after the 
rest of the country's econany collapsed into the Great Depression, Florida's 
weakened agricultural industry and deflated land prices disrupted state 
banking, public bond redemption, the transportation industry and tourism. 
The declining tax base forced the state to abdicate to the cities the 
responsibility for its destitute. 27' Haw did the Orlando Lutherans respond 
to Florida's bocm~ and bust and the cultural, social and language changes 
initiated by the Missouri Synod? 
The Gotha Lutherans 
Zion's membership in Gotha did not grow during the early twenties. 
Florida's boam bypassed both the t m  and congregation . When Trapp left 
2 6 ~  Means, "1929," The Orlando Sentinel, July 12, 1983. 
2 7 ~ a u ,  History of Florida, pp. 351-52. Chapter 25 provides more 
information about the Florida econdc collapse in the late twenties. 
__.-  
to serve Trinity, Orlando, he - l e f t  Zion's 100 members without a pastor. 
&spite the poor prospects, the Southern D i s t r i c t  assigned Candidate C a r l  
K m r  t o  the congregation i n  the f a l l  of 1922. 
Kumner ,  an organist, had been raised in a large Midwestern ci ty .  
He disliked what he f e l t  were the primitive living conditions in Gotha and 
moonlighted, sell ing cars for  a nearby Packard dealer. Kumner  developed a 
romantic interest in  the dealer's daughter, who happened to be Presbyterian, 
and began neglecting his duties. Sometimes he arrived only ten minutes 
prior to Sunday mrning worship. Habitual absences from the tuwn except 
for Sunday services concerned same of Zion's members. When they expressed 
mild disapproval about his behavior, K m r  apparently interpreted it as 
an ultimatum, l e f t  the congregation and married the wanan. 28 
Despite the unexpected loss of K m r ,  Zion continued to  function. 
H. A. Wilkening, a future leader in the local Lutheran Laymans League, 
Orange County Chamber of Comnerce and W i n t e r  Garden Citrus Association, is 
credited with maintaining Zion's s t ab i l i ty  during t h i s  d i f f i cu l t  period. 
He led reading services and encouraged auxiliary groups t o  continue meeting 
until Zion's next pastor arrived. 29 The next pastor w a s  not a candidate 
just out of a seminary nor a man unfamiliar w i t h  the rural comrmnity. He  
had lived there several years, been the last o f f i c ia l  Reiseprediqer and had 
started many of the congregations in Florida. H e  was Reverend Ed Fischer- 
28~lmer Trapp interview; Fischer interview. 
29~bid.  ; Church mlletin, Zion, Gotha, 1917; Pbundridqe [ m a s ]  
Journal, March 10, 1949; "Grove Workers Trace History. " 
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Fischer spent the past seventeen years in Beamnt, Texas, and 
and Millstadt, Illinois. He served in the same capacity as he had in 
Florida, ministering to the members of several preaching stations and 
teaching school at each site. Suffering from ovemrk, Fischer followed 
a doctor's orders and retired to sunshine and outdoor activities in.Florida. 
His wife's parents, the DeVedigs, still lived in Gotha, so the pastor and 
his wife, Sophie, retuned in 1920. Fischer cleared his awn groves and 
reentered the citrus business. 30 
While Kumner had been in Gotha, Fischer assisted in services at 
both Trinity and Zion. He participated in several dedications at Trinity 
and occasionally helped Trapp serve camunion. Fischer also taught Zion's 
confirmation class and read s e m n s  but when Kumner left, he did not desire 
to fill the congregation's vacancy. When a 1927 gas shortage restricted 
travel to Orlando and a group of Zion's members still refused to attend 
Trinity because of the mapp . affair, several wanen requested that Fischer 
accept the pastorate.. After a brief trial period in early 1928 he accepted 
the call and Gotha had its first official: pastor in five years. 31 
When Fischer began his tern as Zion's pastor the church faced 
several problems. Only twenty-five members remained in the congregation. 
A number had mved to Orlando and attended Trinity, while others worshiped ' 
at Trinity because it had a pastor during the mid-twenties. Mission work . :  
30 
"Gotha Church Planning Special Sunday Senrice, " The Orlando 
%tinel, July 16, 1955 ; - TLW,- Florida-Gbrgia; District ed-. , July ' 19, 1955 ; 
The Orlando Sentinel, May 25, 1958. 
31'I!Et, Minutes, January 8, 1922; Trapp, "Qlwrch Record," p- 2- A 
description of Fischer's duties at Zion during the -ties is found in 
"f isbry of Zion Lutheran Church," and the Fischer interview. 
-- - 
- 
became difficult when all of Zion's records were destroyed in a fire that 
engulfed Fischer'she. Ironically, he had stored the records there to 
protect them in case the church burned. Despite these hardships, Fischer's 
endeavors increased membership to forty baptized by 1930. 
32 
Even though he continued'faming, the pastor found time to preach 
in Gainesville, Ocala, Titusville, Mims and Cocoa. Sane participants drove 
as far as 100 miles on sandy roads to join in Fischer's services. He, too, 
traveled quite far to these sites. Esther (Wilkening) Fischer, wife of 
Pastor Fischer's son George, and several other family members and friends 
accompanied him on these trips, and, lace they had done when Trapp had been 
in Gotha, served as organists, ushers or as choir members. But Gotha's 
congregation never became more than a mission outpost quartering a pastor 
and a hand£ul of dedicated members. Its membership remained at forty until 
1952. 33 The land, transportation and building boom bypassed Gotha's 
Lutherans. Trinity's congregation would have to lead the Orlando Lutheran 
response to the central Florida boan. 
Trinitv's Boam 
Even before Trapp mved £ran Gotha, Trinity became the leading 
Lutheran congregation in central Florida.. Incorporated on July 8, 1921, 
the congregation filled the new concrete block rectangular mrship site 
32 The Fischer interview describes P s t o r  Fischer's activities while 
the statistics .are found in 1925 Statistical Report, K-m, p. 115, 1930, 
n 1 7 1  
33~bid., 1952, p. 43; Fischer interview; Weber, "Lutheran Church 
in Florida, " p. 17 ; A Decade of Blessinqs : 10th Anniversary of the Florida- 
Georqia District, 1958, n.~& p. 15. 
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a t  Hughey and W e s t  CentraF each Sunday a t  10:30 A. M. The church officers, 
: 
selected annually in the f a l l ,  approved several church organizations and 
volunteer groups in the quarterly voters' meetings in 1921. The wnmen, 
unable to  vote according t o  Lutheran tradition, organized a Ladies Aid 
Society. Several adults formed a choir. A few other members taught 
9:30 A. M. Sunday school classes. Trapp supervised the Young People's 
Association and the congregation purchased f i f t y  German hyxtmbooks to aid 
the older members ' worship services. 34 
Trapp ministered to  his  older Gem-speaking and younger hgl ish-  
speaking charges. H e  led Ehglish services almost every Sunday. One Sunday 
mrning and one afternoon each month, Trapp served the older members by 
leading German worship. Later, Trapp added a brief Sunday evening Ehglish 
service so younger members could worship even when the morning service was 
G e m  worship. Once each quarter he counseled each prospective ccarmunicant 
a t  the parsonage. The active pastor also encouraged the choir and Young 
People's Association to  hold mission festivals. In A p r i l ,  1923, the two  
groups presented a sl ide show of South America for  the benefit of a rnission 
fund drive. Spring and s m r  picnics in  the Herold's back yard also aided 
35 fund raising efforts. 
Orlando's land bcmn brought prosperity and Lutherans t o  the area. 
Several Lutheran families moved to the region, invested in various enter- 
prises and looked for an hglish-language Lutheran church. Dedicated 
3.4 TR, Minutes, June 27, 1921, April 4, May 1, 1922. 
351bid., January 8, A p r i l  4,..October 1, 1922, A p r i l  8, 1923, describe 
Waw's duties and his  leadership in forming auxiliary organizations. Kunze, 
=Men:. Anniversary Booklet, mentions the Herold's, but provides no location. 
Christians, they willingly traveled quite f a r  t o  attend Sunday morning 
services. 
Each Sunday, Erwin Puch brought his family from Kissinnwe. The 
uspers  drove twelve miles £ran W i n t e r  Garden and the John Senkarik and 
Joseph D i n d a  families traveled eighteen miles from Slavia. Anna Hrvol, a 
school teacher in  St. Cloud, drove to Trinity w i t h  her parents each Sunday 
even during the rainy season. 36 Carl and Martha Klinect drove two and one- 
half hours t o  Orlando. They fai thful ly attended services while he tempo- 
rarily worked in Ocala. On the i r  way to Trinity the Klinects l e f t  t he i r  
three children a t  Martha's parents and went t o  church. 
Carl Klinect wanted t o  maintain h is  contacts with h is  friends a t  
the church he helped start. In 1911, as  a young teenager, Klinect l e f t  
northern Ohio by train,  riding t o  Winter Garden in a horse car so he could 
care for the family's livestock. While living in W i n t e r  Garden he worshiped 
a t  Zion, worked in the family's 100 acre c i t rus  grove and witnessed h i s  
father's sale  of twenty acres t o  H. A. Wilkening. In 1917, K l i n e c t  married, 
mved t o  Orlando and invested his  savings in the Gumsey Hardware store on 
Orange Avenue, quite close t o  a livery stable. In 1923 he sold h is  portion 
of the business and worked in an appliance store on Michigan Avenue. His 
vocational experiences i n  Orlando and l a te r  in Ocala qualified him for  the 
assistant manager's position in the Orlando Sears store tha t  o w e d  in the 
middle of the Depression. m i n g  the twenties and th i r t i e s ,  Klinect served 
36 Interview, Erwin Puch and ~ l i a  (Puch) Kasper, July 25, 1983 ; 
Intenciew, Anna &l, A p r i l  8, 1983. 
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Trinity as president, secreta.ry and treasurer. As a member of the building 
c d t t e e  he helped select  the future church site on Livingston Street. 37 
Carl Kunze and the George Ellman family mved from Eastern Shore, 
~aryland t o  Winter Garden in 1921 and to  Orlando in 1922. They, too, looked 
for financial success in truck farming, c i t rus  and real  estate and sought 
an English-language Lutheran church. When they mved to College Park, it 
was "in the countq,  " and had no paved streets. Ellman, a land developer, 
successfully sold lo ts  in Ellman's Heights, Phyllis Grove and several other 
subdivisions tha t  he named a f t e r  h is  wife and children. To generate public- 
ity, he hired bands t o  entertain cl ients  whenever he offered lots  for  sale. 
C a r l  Kunze, a truck fanner who had married Grace Ellman in Maryland, sold 
his business in  1923 and worked as  a junior partner in Ellman's downtown 
Orlando real estate  firm. The Kunzes and Ellmans helped a t  church. C a r l  
served several terms as a congregational officer and Grace (Ellman) Kunze 
worked for the Ladies Aid, the organization tha t  provided the church's 
janitorial service unt i l  1926. 38 
T h  active Trinity members moved families to  Orlando in the l a t e  
-ties. Erwin Puch l e f t  Kis s -  and invested his savings in an Orlando 
furniture store in 1927. Fortunately he did not suffer financial disaster 
when the land boom collapsed and helped lead the congregation through the 
depths of the Depression. 39 
37~nterview, C a r l  and Martha Rlinect, April 8, 1983. 
381nterview, C a r l  and Grace (Ellman) Kunze, A p r i l  8, 1983. 
39 Puch interview . 
_ -- - 
Anna Hrvol's family also came to Orlando in 1927. However, the 
~ r v o l  family's odyssey was  not as simple as the Puch family's journey. 
Just after World War I, Anna's father developed a car custanizing shop in 
Wlffalo, New York. His second wife, unhappy with Wlf falo ' s severe w i n t e r  
weather, heard about a Slovak group searching for available land. When 
she heard the group w a s  financially supported by New York and New Jersey 
investors, she joined several members who traveled to Florida and purchased 
land thirty miles north of Tampa. They named the srnall camunity Masaryktmn. 
While Anna's step-mther was  near Tampa, she heard about the 
Lutheran camunity in  Slavia. In 1927, when Anna's father moved his business 
to St. Cloud, the family assumed they could worship with the Slovak Lutherans. 
However, they lived mch closer to  Trinity and worshiped there each week. 
A year later, when Anna accepted a teaching position in  W s t e r ,  a mall 
carrrmnity west of Orlando, Hrvol moved his customizing shop to  Orange 
Blossan Trail and purchased land located in Orlando's C l e a r  Lake area. This 
five-acre tract  on Rio Grande Avenue included a citrus grove and the Hrvol 
home. When the Depression disrupted the business, Anna's father accepted 
a job with a glider caipmy near the airport on East Colonial Drive. Anna 
solicited a job a t  the Winter Garden e l m -  school so she would not have . 
to drive so far to  work and continued to teach Sunday school, play Organ 
and sing in the choir a t  Trinity. 40 
The Florida bocPn also brought needed aid to Trapp's family. Texan 
Catherine C a r r p h l l  arrived in  Orlando in 1923 when her parents purchased a 
40 W o l  interview. See chapter 6, belcrw, for more information about 
m a r ~ k m ' s  Lutherans. 
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grove near Orange Blossom Trai 1. Unfortunately, family f inancia1 dif f iml- 
ties and health problems forced her to look for a place to live. When 
mian Trapp, Pastor Trapp's wife, contracted tuberculosis in 1925, Catherine 
accepted a job as housekeeper. After taking two years of Saturday morning 
confirmation classes from her employer, Catherine was confinned on Palm 
Sunday, 1925. Like the other confim-mds, she received her first corrmunion 
on Easter Sunday. Catherine recalled passing the T. G. Lee dairy.fam near 
Colonial and Bumby when she went for daily walks and also enjoyed watching 
the tourists drive their beautiful cars through town. On one such excursion 
she met her future husband, a barber at the San Juan Hotel. 41 
Organist Dan Toennies, originally a Philadelphia carpenter and 
cabinetmaker, joined Trinity during the twenties. In Orlando he transported 
fruit during the week and directed the choir on weekends. Later he started 
the fund drive to purchase a new reed organ. 42 
The Florida b o a  brought new members and prosperity to Trinity. 
The congregation hoped it could end dependence upon a Southern District 
subsidy and maintain a large budget. The era also included the resolution 
of the Zion-Trinity tensions caused by Trapp's mve to Orlando. 
Zion-Trinity relations were not good during Trapp's first years 
in Orlando. In October, 1922, a camittee representing Gotha met with 
Trinity's voters and expressed displeasure about Trapp's mve. Trapp 
chaired a cornnittee that met a second time with the representatives and 
defused the tension. Trinity continued to show concern about inter-church 
411nterview, Catherine Campbell, April 8, 1983. 
42 Carl and Grace Kunze interview. 
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relations and requested Gotha's permission to let Reverend Carl K m r  help 
with home visits, camunion services and substitute for Trapp +hen he 
attended synodical conventions. Gotha approved and the two congregations 
settled their differences. 43 
By early 1923, 103 families actively supported Trinity. Several 
times the congregation discussed the possibility of starting a parochial 
school, but inflating land prices discouraged the effort. However, the 
congregation continued to minister to its many younger members. When 
Walther Ieague membership increased to fifty, Trapp separated the organi- 
zation into two groups--the Junior Walther league for those not confirmed 
and the Senior Walther League for confimds. The congregation believed 
Junior Walther League activities, Saturday school and Sunday Bible class 
sufficiently substituted for parochial school instruction. 44 L2c.e many 
other groups outside the Midwest, Trinity's congregation readily accepted 
the traditionally non-Lutheran Sunday school because it could not support 
its om parochial school. 
The youth activities and religious instruction of the younger IMP 
bers bore success. The Leaguers sponsored a fund drive for poor students 
and raised $43.40. They also hosted the three-day Florida Walther League 
45 
circuit rally that began October 24, 1924. The congregation prospered, 
established peaceful relations with Zion and developed a thriving youth 
ministry. But suddenly it faced a crisis. 
4 3 ~ ,  Minutes, April 4, October I, December 3, 1922, July 15, 1923. 
441bid., January 7, 1923. 
451bid., July 15, 1923, includes the collection total. 
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?he congregation's property began t o  show signs of wear. The organ 
ceased t o  operate and could,not be replaced. The mmbers star ted an organ 
fund but by mid-1924 they had not collected the $375 to pay fo r  a new one. 
The church held almost $1,500 worth of overdue notes and owed' many creditors. 
The parsonage roof suffered storm damage and needed repair. 46 
To m e e t  operating expenses, replace the organ, repair the roof,. 
redeem the notes and raise Trapp's salary to $1,500, the congregation sold 
a small parcel of parish property. When they received $1,200, the voters 
decided to launch an aggressive expansion program and purchased a $12,000 
t rac t  of land on the northeast comer of Ruth and Livingston. They a l so  
comnissioned a Cleveland architectural firm t o  design a Gothic worship 
center and financed the project by sel l ing the old church property. On 
August 25, 1925, Trinity's board sold the church worship site a t  W s t  
Central and Hughey, originally purchased for  $7,500, for  an incredible 
profit  of $72,500 a f t e r  a four-year investment. The building cornnittee 
purchased additional property on East Livingston between S m r l i n  and Hyer 
and made the necessary plans t o  build a new parsonage a t  718 East 
Livingston. 47 The congregation had t uned  potential financial disaster 
into incredible success. 
By the end of 1925, only six years a f t e r  Trinity formally organized, 
it had 450 baptized and 290 confirmed. Forty-six school-age children 
46~bid . ,  April 6, July 6, 1924. 
47~unze, Golden Anniversary Booklet, n. p. m, Minutes, October 5, 
1924, January 4, March 28, April 26, August 8, 1925, sumnarize the financial 
transactions of the church property. 
attended religious instruction on Saturdays and f i f teen  Sunday school 
teachers taught 140 students each week. Trapp increased the average number 
of monthly services t o  sixteen h g l i s h  and six German. The treasurer esti- 
mated the church awned $175,000 worth of property and maintained an annual 
budget of $5,000. A l m o s t  f i f t y  Walther Ieaguers participated in mnthly  
socials. Later Trapp increased the number of camunion services t o  six 
per year and accepted a salary raise so he earned $1,800 annually. 48 
The congregation's success encouraged the officers investigate the 
financing of a new church. Trapp, chairman of the congregation, C a r l  
Klinect, the treasurer, church president M. A. Hecht (one of the more 
vocal sp i r i tua l  leaders of the congregation) and organist Dan Toennies 
petitioned the Appleton (Wisconsin) Aid Association fo r  a $60,000 loan. 49 
Swept up in the excitement of r i s ing  land prices and general prosperity, 
the -mmbers enthusiastically endorsed the ambitious building program. 
Olle hundred and twenty-three members pledged a t o t a l  of $40,862 
for the building fund. Daugherty-Young Construction m a n y  of Orlando 
began construction and on Sunday, October 10, 1926, the congregation l a id  
the cornerstone. Reverend Rudolph Key1 of Trinity, Delray Beach, based 
his sennon on Psalm 84, preaching on the topic, "The Church's One 
Foundation." The congregation's members decided to  place a stone pediment 
above the door. Stonemasons inscribed it, "Firs t  Ehglish Lutheran Church. 1150 
481925 S ta t i s t i ca l  Report., LC-MS, p. 115. 
49TR, Minutes, January 3, 1926; Fischer interview. 
SU TR, Minutes, October 10, 1926; Church bulletins, October 10, 1926, 
March 27, 1927. kcording t o  Reverend Kunze, not un t i l  1948, when Reverend 
A. H. D. Besalski arrived, did the congregation change it to read, "Trinity 
Evangelical Lutheran Church." In 1926 they did not want a "German" title. 
November, before the new church had been completed, the new 
owner of the congregation's original Hughey Street property asked the 
congregation to mve to another worship site. For three months, Trapp led 
services in "he downtown Christian and Missionary Alliance Church and then 
mved worship into the basement of the new church. Finally, construction 
of the building Tnras completed. Almost 800 worshipers attended the May 27, 
1927 10:30 A. M. dedication service, led by Pastor C. J. Brodus, missionary- 
at-large for the Atlanta area. Another 400 people attended an afternoon 
service led by guest Pastor W. H. Hofner of lubbile, the Southern District's 
representative. Because the church had no organ, Toennies led both services 
by employing a violin, trombone and drum trio. 51 
To save money, members helped furnish the interior of the church. 
The Ladies Aid sewed together two halves of a 150' by 27" aisle runner. 
Members helped plaster the interior, businessmen solicited mnetary pledges 
and many joined the "Penny-A-Day" crusade to pay the seven percent mortgage. 
With these cmunitted efforts the congregation appeared to be in a good 
financial position. Trapp received an annual salary of $2,400, the congre- 
gation hired a part-time custodian to maintain the sanctuary and the members 
pledged an additional mnthly thank-offering of $62.50 for synodical 
missions. 52 Unfortunately, new financial difficulties and internal problems 
threatened the congregation's stability. 
51~unze, Golden Anniversary Booklet, n. p; TR, Church Bulletin, 
May 27, 1927. 
3L Kunze, Golden Anniversary Booklet, n. p.; TR, Minutes, January 
2, 1927. 
Trinity in Turmoil 
The congregation's ambitious financial plans received a severe blow 
in the spring of 1927. Trinity's members lost their large profit fran the 
sale of the Hughey Street property. The purchaser did not pay several 
installments and forced the congregation to settle for a lower price. 53 
The congregation also suffered internal dissension. Several times 
the German constituency ccmplained to Trap about the congregation's apparent 
disinterest in serving those who desired to continue German worship tradi- 
tions. They finally accepted Trapp's prdse the number of German services 
would be increased and held "samewhere and somehow. ,,54 
?trJo other issues threatened to divide the congregation. Many 
questioned the benefits of printings new liturgy and opposed additional 
Sunday evening services. The services kept members at church all day with- 
out the benefit of rest during the hot afternoon. Trapp suspended evening 
services during the s m r  months and elected to keep the traditional 
liturgy. 
Perhaps the 1926 and 1928 hurricanes and the collapse of the land 
boom discouraged members and helped cause the disputes. In his report at 
the April 4, 1928, voters ' meeting, Trapp ccrnplirnented the members for 
their fine participation in the Wday school and church activities but 
chided them for their pessimism. He suggested the choir present a musical 
to lift the people's spirits. 55 
531bid., February 6, 1927; Klinect interview. 
5 4 ~ ~ ,  Minutes, April 5, 1926, May 29, 1927. The quote is fran 
October 2, 1927. 
551bid., April 4, 1928, January 9, April 10, 1929. 
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Trinity faced trouble again when the Church Street Bank closed in 
late spring, 1928. The congregation had no cash on hand and could not pay 
salaries or fix leaking water faucets. Desperately, the members filed for a 
partial rezund of their assets. They permitted the Walther League to raise 
money by holding church picnics (meals cost fifty cents) and solicited 
almost $500 from the Sunday school and Ladies Aid. Finally, they scraped 
up enough money to meet the semi-annual $1,575 mortgage payment to the 
Aid Association . 56 
In October, 1929, Trinity's members defeated a motion that pared 
Trapp's salary to $100 per month. Unfortunately, the congregation lost 
almost $700 when another bank closed its doors and they had to solicit 
donations in an every-member-visitation canvass to meet the mrtgage pay- 
ment. Naturally the congregation fell in arrears with Trapp's, the 
janitor's and the organist's salaries. Trinity temporarily survived the 
crisis only because the Walther League and Ladies Aid donated $345. 
Additional aid came from the two neighboring Lutheran congregations in 
Slavia and Gotha. They donated funds for sacramental wine. 57 
Financial difficulties continued. The collapse of the Orlando Bank 
and Trust Campany in mid-1930 cost the congregation another $218.76. 
Winity wed Trapp almost $500 in back pay, regular pledges totaled about 
$1,500 per year and a special April mission festival toll-ection raised 
56133id., July 5, 1928, January 9, July 10, 1929; Kunze, Golden 
Anniversary Booklet, n. p. 
57TR, Minutes, October 9, 1929, January 8, March 16, April 10, 1930. 
me last citation lists the contributions frosn Slavia and Gotha. 
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only an additional $400. The -congregation also owed Aid Association: mre 
than $3,000.~~ The church appeared close to financial collapse. 
Despite these disasters, Trapp continued to lead the congregation 
and Florida's Lutherans. He hosted a mission festival on June 26, 1930 
and led the District Walther League Convention in Miami that same year. 
The dedicated pastor organized the first Orlando circuit mting, hosting 
the pastors in the church basemmt. Trapp suggested the congregation 
request financial assistance £ran synod's mission board and encouraged the 
members to sell the old parsonage. Trinity's members responded to his 
special appeals and even during the financial disaster managed to raise 
mney for hurricane flood victims, locally unemployed Lutherans and a new 
piano. 59 Facing probable disaster, the church members forgot their dif- 
ferences of opinion and supported each other. 
During the twenties, Orlando's Lutherans saw many changes. Zion, 
Gotha's members faced several years with no pastor but continued their 
status as the central Florida mission headquarters. They managed to keep 
their congregation alive when they convinced Fischer to take the pastoral 
vacancy. Trapp mved to Trinity and made it the largest Lutheran congre- 
gation in peninsular Florida. Both congregations mved into new facilities 
and Trinity advantageously used the prosperity of the Florida boom years to 
undertake an ambitious building program. Both congregations lost members 
58~bid., January 8, April 10, July 9, October 15, 1930. 
59~bid., October 2, 1927, January 8, April 10, July 13, October 15, 
1930. 
_ - -  
when the bom collapsed. m*ity totaled only 280 baptized whileZion had 
only forty. 60 Trapp and Fischer still preached an occasional German service 
and Walther League activities, Ladies Aid dinners and fund raisers provided 
social outlets. 
mared  to many other Lutheran congregations in the Missouri Synod, 
Zion and Trinity did not appear to be changing same of their traditions. 
Lutheran radio programing in Orlando was probably impossible because of 
the relatively few Lutherans in the area, Zion's small meinbership, both 
congregation's financial difficulties and Trinity's building program. 
Neither congregation robed their choir and neither church supported a 
parochial school because of their pressing financial responsibilities. 
German worship continued because of a vocal G e m  minority. 
Upon closer examination, Trinity and Zion did help "Americanize" 
the image of the Missouri Synod. Both congregations utilized hglish- 
language Sunday schools, adopted hglish-language worship during World 
War I (Trinity had always had one'hglish serqrice each mnth) and formed 
youth groups and auxiliary organizations early in the decade. still 
could not vote in congregational metings but they could teach Sunday school. 
Males and females also had never been separated during worship. The 
region's econanic collapse severely tested the Orlando Lutherans. Like 
the United States, the congregations faced one of the biggest crises in 
American history--the Great Depression. 
601930 Statistical Report, K-MS, 1930, p. 121. 
THE DE3?mSSION YEARS 
During the thirties Arnericarrsconfronted the country's greatest 
econcmic depression. Farmers had already suffered through ten years of 
depressed crop prices. Drought and dust storms drove many out of business. 
Others lost their property when they could not pay mortgages. People in 
ci t ies and towns also suffered. Decreased sales of manufactured products 
forced many to  close businesses or release employees. The unemployment 
rate exceeded twenty-five percent. While President Hoover promised that  
prosperity was just around the comer, beggars, tramps and Okies wandered 
across the country searching for jobs, food and security. 
Despite the Depression, Americans did have opportunities to  forget 
their problems. The Chicago and New York world fa i rs  displayed visions of 
the future. mvie characters like Buck Rogers and Shirley Temple provided 
theater patrons w i t h  stories that ended with the virtuous overcaning 
tragedy. Margaret Mitchell and others wrote novels that led readers t o  
a happier, simpler age. mR's New Deal provided many with hope. However, 
it appeared no one could solve the economic cr is is  without threatening 
individual liberties. 
t 
The world's econcmic system had collapsed. Fascists and camunists 
threatened to end demxratic traditions when they prcmised to solve 
econanic and social problems by resorting to anti-capitalistic methods. 
Germany and Russia fought to  control Spain. Italy conquered EUliopia. 
_ - -  
Japan initiated an aggressive expansion policy. Many wondered if there 
was any hope for the future. 
Amrican Protestantism and the Crisis 
The Protestant churches suffered with the rest of the world. Church 
wnbership decreased. Pledges were not fulfilled. Debts and salaries went 
unpaid and missionary and benevolent enterprises collapsed. Sane Protestant 
denminations, resolving that man's sin caused the Depression, tried to 
solve the crisis by renewing efforts to legislate individual mrality. 
The collapse of the mining, fanning, textile and banking services 
forced many Protestant denaninations to reevaluate traditional reform pro- 
grams. They had to minister to millions of unemployed and destitute. 
Devout Christians who had done nothing to "deserve" poverty joined bread 
lines and longed for the minister's advice. Ironically, many fundamentalist 
preachers prided themselves for their ability to avoid conrnent on current 
affairs and failed to provide practical guidance for their parishoners. 1 
Critics of religion like H. L. Mencken, Clarence Darrow and Sinclair 
Lewis attacked the ineffective funmntalist refom efforts. University 
intellectuals sympathized with Marxist and socialist views, satirically 
rejecting the "kneeology" practiced by. conservative denchninations. Sup 
porters of the social gospel also condemned conservatives. They believed 
the churches had to initiate social reforms, dispense with doctrine and 
approve E'DR's masures. Methodists a& Presbyterians, initially suspicious 
of the social gospel and the New Deal, broke precedent and approved 
1 Bailey, White Protestantism, pp.111-13; Marty, Riqhteous Rpire, 
pp. 233-34. 
resolutions supporting minb--.kge laws, old-age pensions and: measures 
that provided for the collective welfare of all Americans, including even 
2 
minority groups. The econmic collapse, outside criticism and destruction 
of social conventions forced conservative denominations to reevaluate re- 
sponses to hardship and poverty. 
The Southern Methodists (2.8 million) and Southern Presbyterians 
(500,000), suffering from declining church attendance and stewardship, 
implemented local and national social programs. Locally, congregations 
held ladies' circle meetings, m ' s  suppers, family-night gatherings and 
fund drives to support hospitals, orphanages, congregations and the desti- 
tute. Northern and southern Methodists created a national church in 1939 
and completed a new hymnal that promoted further intersectional cooperation. 
The Presbyterians discussed uniting their separate organizations and 
initiated cooperative social welfare efforts to ccanbat the problems created 
by the Depression. The Southern Baptists (2.7 million) also met with their 
northern counterparts and discussed a possible union. 3 
This period of American ecumenical cooperation and social action 
reflected an international trend. The World Cbnference on Life and Wrk 
met in Denmark (1934) and Ehgland (1937) . The World Conference on Faith 
and Order met in Yugoslavia (1933) and Scotland (1937). Both constituencies 
4 
welccmed many representatives of the American church conarmnity. Many 
American Protestants helped to create an international Qlristian social order. 
21bid., p. 237; Bailey, White Protestantism, pp. 112, 117-19, 154. 
31bid., pp. 117928,151-52; Marty, Riqhteous mire, p. 236. 
4~lson,. Lutherans in North America, p. 467. 
_ _ _  .-.- - .  
'Itno Lutheran pastors, Reinhold and H. Richard Niebuhr, attacked 
the social idealism espoused by many Protestant groups. The Niebuhr brothers 
both came to the same conclusions despite their different ministerial ex- 
periences. Reinhold Niebuhr, a pastor in Detroit's inner-city during the 
twenties and early thirties, viewed poverty as a social problem that could 
be solved by the church leaders critiquing society. H. Richard Niebuhr, a 
professor of theology at Coldia University, criticized the Church's ina- 
bility to change its institutional structure to minister to the needy. As 
journalists for Lutheran and religious periodicals, the two condemned social 
idealism because they believed the actions yielded few practical social 
reforms. They believed that man's sinful nature revealed itself by causing 
the Depression and the international tensions that pushed the world closer 
to war and criticized the Protestant denominations that provided aid for 
the poor but refused to deal with poverty's root causes. The denominations 
feared such action might antagonize their middle- and upper-class con- 
stituencies. 5 
Because they qhasized the Refomation's doccrmes of original sin 
and justification, theologians labeled the Niebuhrs as neoorthodox. Like 
early Protestant reformers, the Niebuhrs believed the Church had to prophesy 
against the evils of society and lead mistians to see God's judgmnt in 
the world's crisis. The neoorthodox supported the oppressed--the laborer, 
black and the poor. They actively prcmted unions, integration and 
5 
May, "American Religious History," pp. 85, 91. 
__.- - 
legislation they felt could rescue many from the Depression and reform 
American econdc practices. 6 
Most mainline denmations attacked the Niebuhrs. Conservative 
Protestants criticized their use of scientific methods in Biblical re- 
search. Liberals condemned the neoorthodox because they disagreed with 
sixteenth-century Refomation theology. The social elite attacked the 
Niebuhrs' political activism because it appeared to undermine society. 
Southern Protestants, still segregating ninety-nine percent of black mem- 
bers in separate congregations, despised the Niebuhrs and the other necr 
orthodox because of their efforts to eliminate segregation. 7 
The Depression split Protestantism into three groups. The liberal 
social gospel faction rejected traditional church institutions and doctrine 
in favor of radical socialist-type solutions. Conservatives like the 
Methodists and Presbyterians attempted to solve their members' personal 
problems with individualized aid and approval of FDR's social legislation. 
The neoorthodox used ideas frm both groups. They used church institutions 
to ccmbat poverty and corrmitted themselves to reforms that pramted unions, 
integration and social activism. The Lutherans would have to choose one 
of the three approaches developed to deal with the Depression crisis or 
Create a different response to solve the era's problems. 
%bid; Marty, Riqhteous wire, pp. 237-39. 
'Ibid., pp- 235-39; 241043; Groh, Lutheran Church in North American 
Life r P* 80 . 
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The Lutheran Churches in Amrica 
Like other denominations in the United States, Lutherans suffered 
many of the same Depression problems. Decreased attendance and a decline 
in contributions forced synodical budget reductions, a curtailment of mis- 
sion work and the closing of numerous,academies and junior colleges. 
Congregations were unable to meet monetary camnitments and withheld funds 
earmarked for district or synodical treasuries. Many districts could not 
employ missionaries or maintain subsidies for smaller congregations. Re- 
duced salaries and fewer positions for teachers and pastors forced many 
synodical graduates to leave church work and look for other vocations. 8 
While many Lutherans hesitated to support the ecumenical and social 
gospel mvements, the three largest synods--the ULCA, American Lutheran 
Conference (ALC) and Synodical Conference--cooperated to ccanbat poverty, 
minister to students at state schools and develop a radio ministry. In 
1935, the ALC initiated fellawship discussions and social welfare planning 
with the ULCA and Synodical Conference. Laymen from the three synods, 
encouraged by this dialogue, met in Chicago in 1936 and formed the 
Lutheran Church Charities &mmission. This carmission helped the synod 
start college campus ministries. It also coordinated inter-synodical use 
of National Broadcasting &ripany's National Radio Pulpit and Columbia 
Broadcasting System's Church of the Air. These developmts encouraged 
the synods to consider inter-den-ational cooperation. The A X  and 
8~elson, Lutherans in North America, pp. 453-55; ~ehnken, This I 
Recall, p. 79. 
__. .--.- - . 
ULCA sent representatives to meetings of the Federal Council of Churches 
9 
and other international conferences. 
Several actions indicate the Missouri Synod led Lutherans in solving 
same of the Depression ' s .problems. One program, the "Mission Forward 
Movertent," provided lecturers who reminded all members they were responsible 
for the church' s growth and econcmic welfare. In another program, the synod, 
unable to secure a loan, sold four percent notes. It also ccmpleted its 
evolution frat German to Ehglish, publishing only Ehglish minutes of con- 
ventions after 1937. In another action, the delegates at the Cleveland 
Synodical Convention in 1934 elected Reverend Dr. John W. E3ehnken president 
of the Missouri Synod. A Texan educated at the English District's St. John, 
Winfield, Kansas, prep school; l3ehnken was the first American-born synodical 
president. lo It appeared the synod was leading the Lutheran response to 
the crisis, accepting "Americanization" and considering inter-Lutheran 
dialogue. Unfortunately, three issues separated the synod frm other 
Lutheran bodies. 
The synod condemned the U K A  policy of admitting lodge members to 
church membership because lodge ceremonies resembled religious worship. 
The synod also subscribed to the literal interpretation of the Bible, re- 
jecting the ULCA's belief it received authority because of its message and 
not because it was inerrant. Finally, the synodi's members did not approve 
9 ~ i n g ,  Centuq of Caring, p. 60, descyibes the Lutheran Church 
mities M s s i o n  (m) and Nelson, Lutherans in North America, pp. 456-57, 
describes the first meetings of the Federal Council of Churches. 
1°Kohlhof f, "Missouri Synod Lutherans, " chapter 6, p. 4 ; Meyer, 
Women on a Mission, pp. 94-95. 
_ _  . - 
al tar  and pulpit fellowship with those who did not practice the same -1- 
ogy and forbade its members from even praying with other Lutherans. A t  
meetings of the LCCC, Missouri Synod members entered the conferences only 
after  opening prayers had been ccmpleted. These objections to AU3 and 
ULCA policies forced the synod to  withdraw £ran pan-Lutheran felluwship 
discussions. 
The Missouri Svnod--Alone mainst the Depression 
The Missouri Synod isolated i tse l f  from almost a l l  other church 
groups. To protect its pure doctrine, the synod withdrew f r a t  inter- 
synodical discussions considering a pan-Lutheran organization. Fearing 
increased government control of society, apparent social panaceas, Jews 
and antiGerman sentiments, the synod rejected overtures to  cooperate w i t h  
other denaninations that planned social welfare programs. The synod 
leadership decided to  "go it alone" during the thirties.  
Like other conservative Protestant denominations, the synod viewed 
the Depression not as a national failure but as a divine judgment on the 
country for past sins. Walter A. Maier, dynamic radio speaker on The 
Lutheran Hour, echoed official synodical sentiments about the Depression. 
He stated, 
The corruption thar: nas made America a scandal among the nations, 
the bribery and dishonesty in  American courts that have sometimes 
reduced justice to a mockery; the greed that has brought politicians. 
and criminals together as partners in plunder . . . a l l  these appal- 
ling sins help to  bring the nation to the throes of the present 
crisis ,  and even now rise heavenward, crying for divine punishment 
and intervention. 
ll&lson, Lutherans in North America, pp. 457-58, 463-66; Keinath, 
bamnts, p. 73; Lueking, Century of Caring, pp. 62-63. 
_ _  -- - - 
mier, the synod's most visible spokesman, also criticized theologians 
who tried to reform society-or the individual. He condemned 
those who regarded the church's first duty not to bring men into 
the presence of a merciful God, but to solve race relations, fight 
against capitalist industrialism, investigate coal mines, picket 
steel strikes and in general present a panacea for the evils of 
the day by social refom in its varied ramifications by mrking 
. for.the body instead of for the soul. 
Synodical political quietism eliminated opportunities for social 
wlfare activities with conservative Protestants and other Lutherans. 
While even the Augustana synod established a ccmnission on social problems 
and cooperated with the ALC, the synod did not initiate a long-term cannit+-- 
ment to curing social ills. The synod also condenrned the neoorthodox move- 
ment and avoided discussions about segregation because it was a social 
problem outside the church' s realm. l2 The shortage of funds prohibited 
warnen frm developing synodical organizations, revealing a reticence to 
enlarge their responsibilities. 
These actions show the synod did not adopt neoorthodoxy, condemned 
the social gospel and avoided contacts with fundamntalists, isolating 
itself £ran the Protestant mainstream. Graving tensions in Gelmany pro- 
. 
vided further barriers to inter-synodical and inter-den-ational coopera- 
tion. Anti-Semitism, anti-Catholicism and conservative stances on mral 
issues made the synod appear to be politically and theologically reactionary. 
I 
12eroh, Lutherans in North American Life, pp. 143-44, discusses 
the Missouri Synod's political quietism. Maier's quotes are f r c ~ n  aid., 
P. 23. Meyer, bbving Frontiers, p. 405, s m i z e s  the Missouri synod's 
opinions about neoorthodo~ and segregation. 
_ - -  
The synod's leaders continued their criticism of liberal groups 
and social activism. Maier, Martin Somner and Theodore Graebner, regular 
contributors to  synodical journals (The Lutheran Witness, l[he Walther 
League Messewer and Concordia Theoloqical Monthly), warned Amricans about 
the un-Christian activities of the Masons. Graebner condemned a birth 
control b i l l  before Congress because he f e l t  it encouraged inoral i ty .  
The three opposed a child labor amendmat because they feared it extended 
federal police power into the h m  and family businesses. 13 
These men also led the synod's attacks against Catholics and Jews. 
One editor pleaded w i t h  readers to  recall the 'I. . . purpose of the Spanish 
Armada, St .  Bartholanew's Massacre i n  1572, the cruelties of the Duke of 
Alba of the Netherlands and the Spanish Inquisition . . ." so they would 
oppose Father Coughlan's campaign to  induce Amrican aid for persecuted 
Me:tican Catholics.14 Maier, Sonaner and Graebner opposed America's possible 
exchange of diplomatic envoys with the Vatican because the action mixed 
church and state interests and officially recognized Catholicism as a 
political force. Graebner criticized an unnamed Jewish rabbi for encour- 
aging inmorality by supporting birth control and for his statement, "All 
mrali ty is subject to  change. " l5 Editorial assaults against comrmnists, 
13~eodore Graebner, "Prayers in Christ ' s N.ame Prohibited, I' TLW, 
January 16, 1934; Bid.,  February 12, 1934. 
141bid., November 17, 1936. 




the Federal Council of Churches and testimony before the Dies Carmission 
on Un-&rican Activities categorized the Jews as unbelievers who clung 
to wicked deeds, lodge membership and socialist ideas. 16 
Synodical anti-Semitism grew.not only because of the lodge and moral 
questions but because of the synod's fraternal tiesyith the Gelman 
Evangelical Freikirche. When Amrican Jews criticized Hitler, Lutherans 
I 
reacted defensively. They defended what they felt was a progressive reaction 
to the Depression. 'Pheir support of Hitler's measures in the early thirties 
was neither un-American nor un-Lutheran. While they opposed his attapt 
to build a national church similar to those in Fkman Catholic countries, 
m y  Lutherans favorably canpared Hitler's and FDR's refom. They cited 
the Autobahnen, a law unemployment rate and the burning of pornographic 
literature as examples of German Christian action. Synodical spokesmen 
like Maier, Graebner and Somner admired Hitler as a national leader and 
valiant opponent of comrmnism, atheism and the antiaman Jews. As 
Luther's 450th anniversary approached, the Walther League sponsored German 
tours. Travelers reported Germans were remarkably quiet, peaceful and 
courteous . 17 
As censorship restricted American knowledge of German doenestic 
policies, Maier and Graebner9expressed reservations about Nazi activities. 
They condemned Nazi attacks against the validity of the Old Testament, 
criticized the Nazi marriage policies and youth program and opposed the 
16walter A. Maier, m e  Walther &awe bkssenqer (m), March, 1935; 
December 21, 1938; Whlhoff, "Missouri Synod Lutherans, " chapter 6, 
171bid., pp. 2, 7-9, chapter 5, pp. 37-41. 
__. .--.- - - 
forced unification of a l l  German churches. Maier suggested Americans 
should withhold judqnent on the G e m  situation because of unreliable 
reports, insisted they should await more information and be thankful 
". . . our brethren in the Free Church of Germany have not been molested." 
Not u n t i l  1937 did Maier condemn Fascism in general and not u n t i l  1941 did 
he attack the Nazis fo r  the i r  inhumane treatment of Jews, the restr ic t ion 
of free speech and the regulation of worship. 18 
While Lutherans were slow t o  condemn Fascism and Nazism, synodical 
opinions of FDR changed mre rapidly as he implemented the New Deal. At 
f i r s t ,  many supported the "wet" FDR in the 1932 election and favorably 
ccmpared him t o  Hitler as  leaders who knew what t o  do in times of c r i s i s .  
One writer found FDR had Ehglish, Dutch and German Lutheran ancestry in 
his  family. Another declared, "The President is not a Socialist, but an 
intel l igent  capi tal is t .  "19 The llhoneymmnll did not last long. 
Tn 1933, the synod's ccmmentators expressed fear about the extra 
leisure t i m e  created by the NRA. By encouraging workers to travel during 
extended weekend vacation periods, they f e l t  the govenunent actually 
181bid., chapter 6, pp. 13-14, describes the criticism of Nazi 
"theology. " Paul L.-Maier, -A Man Spoke, A World Listened: The Story of 
Walter A. Maier and the Lutheran Hour. (New York: MGraw-Hill Book Company, 
Inc., 1963),pp.220-21, discusses Maier's condenma-kion of Nazi marriage 
policies, youth program, and unification of German churches. The quote is 
f r m  Martin Sorrmel; TIM, Novaher 20, 1934. 
'Dean Kohlhoff, "Lutherans and the New Deal: The Missouri Synod as 
a Case Study," paper presented a t  the Concordia Kiskorical Inst i tute  Archival 
Conference, St. Iouis, Fall, 1983, p. 3, discusses .Lutherans and Prohibition 
and Lutheran carrparisons of FDR and Hitler. Karl Kretzmann, "The Lutheran 
Ancestry of Our President, " WIM, November, 1933, s m i z e s  his educated 
opinions about F9R's: ancestry. The quote calling FDR an intel l igent  capi- 
talist is frm J. E'rederic &&el, "The Washington Shaw," WIM, Jan-, 
1935. 
_ _  -- - - 
discouraged church attendance and the constructive use of time. Another 
I 
editor approved Will Rogers' ccmnent that preachers neglected their spiritual 
duties when they spoke too rrmch about the NRA and other political ideas. 
Martin Samer criticized the dole because it destroyed individual incentive 
and encouraged political corruption. J- E'rederic Wenchel, the synod's 
Washington correspondent, labeled the New Deal a modern-day Santa Claus 
and criticized tGJls New Dealers who had ccmpleted divorce proceedings. 20 
By the middle of FDR's first tern, Graebner led a synodical assault 
against the President by questioning his personal morality. Maier con- 
demned pro-labor legislation, sit-dawn strikes and economic measures because 
the actions neglected spiritual values. The synod's clergy also feared 
collusion between church and state. When FDR asked Nebraska's Lutheran 
pastors for advice about the Social Security legislation pending before 
Congress, the ministers replied, ". . . as spiritual advisors we m t  not 
bring our high calling into disrepute by mixing into politics. 11 2 1 
By 1937, Lutheran spoke- were cqletely disillusioned w i t h  FDR. 
Graebner attacked Roosevelt's court-packing plan as a menace to freedom. 
Maier condemned the loose moral standards that permitted double entendres, 
the ridicule of marriage and religion and false advertising on the radio. 
Maier's colleague, Julius C. Kretzmam, bound together Judaism, carmunisn; 
mR and the New Deal by referring to it as the "Jew Deal." Graebner 
20~alter A. Maier, "Redeem the NRA Ieisure Time ! " -I WLM: October, 
1933; Samer, TLW, November 20; 1934; J. E'rederic Wenchel, "The Washington 
Shaw," hIM, November, 1934. 
Ll Groh, Lutheran Church in North American Life, p. 24. The guote is 
from CoAcordia Theoloqical Monthly, February, 1936. 
- 
ccmpleted h i s  assaults on those who supported the social gospel, the nee- 
orthodox and camunists when he tes t i f ied  against the New Deal a t  the 
LL 1938 D i e s  Canmission hearings. 
New Deal c r i t i c s  like Maier did not stay cloistered in seminary 
classrooms while rai l ing against FDR. Maier vis i ted the horneless in 
St.  Iouis YMCAs, d o r t e d  those in Hoovervilles and encouraged the Walther 
League t o  provide recreation for  the church's impressionable youth. The 
Old Testament professor and magazine editor also preached his message of 
hope on the weekly Lutheran Hour radio program. In 1934, three years a f t e r  
the f i r s t  Lutheran Hour e f fo r t  collapsed because of its debts, the Lutheran 
Laymans League and Walther League pledged t o  financially support the 
national broadcasts. By the start of World War 11, 171 stations carried 
the Lutheran message i n  North and Central America. During the Depression, 
Maier's popularity m n g  Lutherans matched Father Coughlan's success m n g  
Catholics. 23 
Maier also led the Walther League. The synod's members feared the 
s h p l e s t  ac t iv i t ies  of the youth with those of other denominations  ant 
their  child= would leave the church. Maier and others p r m t e d  church 
social ac t iv i t ies ,  study groups and projects t o  guide the synod's young 
people away f r m  the temptations of the era. The B i b l e  Student provided 
study guides for  weekly Walther League meetings. The Concordia assewer. 
22Kohlhoff, "The New Deal, " pp . 9-10, outlines ~raebner  ' s attacks 
against D R ' s  court-packing plan and his testimony a t  the D i e s  Ccmnission 
hearings, and includes Kretzmann's analysis of the New Deal. Walter A- 
m ie r r  WIM, April,. 1937, discusses Maier's c r i t i c i m  of the loose m a 1  
Standards permitted on the radio. 
23Maier, A Man Spoke, pp. 103-114, 176, 188. 
and The Walther 
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&ague Manual suggested themes for discussion, socials, 
fund raising, talent quests, choral fests and camping retreats. Tne 
Cresset, a theological journal for young adults, camrented on cont~rary 
ethical problems and social programs. 24 
" - ' !'?.-.,., ..<;-i.>:. 
-1. 1: -. .,, -.;i:: ;, ;-.zi 
. .'. 1.1 1, , 
.- :-, '.!,&+ . .. "> 
. . - .  - . .  
-., <:... !,C 
.. - 
me synd became an interesting paradox during the ~ep~ssion. To 
.:-* " - " i ' ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ , ~ ~ ~ , ; ~ " ~ ~ ~ > ~ # w ~ : ~ ~ C ~ ~ i . ~ ~ ! ~ ~ ~ $ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 7 : ~ 4 ~ '  A -kc.; <.-* rn-r.-,.:,,.-,?- -57,<FtFJ:*. .;., wd4 
,. , .:-'A = 
.! -* ,+,,, -I:+, ,-: .:- -< ,-,. .), .-:.$. iy5A :::, 2..~4py,.k,7q~#;i3~~5~..r ,L-, ,;, J.= ;~yp~s 2T+z:,.;. -:-, '$$$:?I,,;; :+,2j+;Tyfj+-L ~;x , \ - ; ;  
preserve confessional purity, synodical leaders avoided ecumenical contact 
w i t h  other denaminations. Yet they borrowed pramtional techniques £ran 
other Protestant churches and developed an innovative radio mission. While 
condemning any church contacts with state-run programs and political issues, 
the synod's editorial staffs vehemently attacked the New Deal and liberal 
leaders. The troubled Missouri Synod leadership also lashed at real and 
imaginq foes, fastened blame to convenient scapegoats and struggled to 
maintain an identity as the German Fatherland succmbed to the Nazi terror. 
They supported anti-Semitism and condoned anti-Catholicism. Would Orlando's 
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Mediterranean fruitfly infestation. The terrible econdc conditions, loss 
of tourism and collapse of the land boan increased the n-r of bank 
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failures, business bm.kmptcies and unemployed. 1933, m w - s h  percent 
2%itt, "Youthful Years," pp. 12, 15; Repp, 100 Ye-, P P - = ? ~ . f l ~ ~ ,  - - . 
- 8  
* -  -' . ,;-:. 
4 ,  
1 .  
of Florida's population (al&st one of every five families) depended upon 
public assistance. Because only one-fifth of the unmployed came to  the 
state during the boom years, most of those losing jobs were the Florida 
natives. State legislators ini t ial ly let the local comrmnities provide 
relief but none had sufficient funds to f i l l  the needs. 25 
Other problems plagued the state. Same camunities suffered f r m  
the bank panics and developers used scrip when currency was unavailable. 26 
State and national legislators solved the banking problems but citrus 
grawers and turpentine operators resisted m i n h u m  wage laws because the 
legislation raised the cost of labor. Same groups blamed minorities for 
the problems. Many ccarmunities did not allow blacks in their environs 
after dark and lynchings were not uncomnon. The 1935 Labor Day hurricane 
severely damaged cammities in south Florida and discouraged future 
deve lopent.  
Minor inconveniences became even mre  frustracmg because of the 
Depression. Mosquito infestation forced residents to  pass smudge pots 
through their homes, m k e  out insects and hope to  avoid disease. Long- 
horns roamed highways, obstructing traffic.  Wellwater smelled like rotten 
eggs and people still used palmetto leaf mats to  f i l l  potholes in the dirt 
roads. 27 
2 5 ~ a u ,  History of Florida, pp. 395-401. 
2 6 ~ a t  Walters, Fifty Years of Pleasure: The Illustrated History of 
Publix Super Markets, Inc. (meland: Pub1i.x Super Markets, 19801, p- 53. 
27Mary Ellen Snith, "The Way We Weren't, " Florida ~aqazine, August 
12,  1984, p. 23. 
coffers , 
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In 1935, as care. for the destitute enptied city and county welfare 
the state legislature passed welfare 
eamarked $2 million for relief,  established a welfare board and state em- 
ployment service and approved workman's capensation and disability pensions. 
To revive tourism, the 1egislature.used the citrus tax to fund an ad canr 
paign and legalized parintutuel wagering a t  horse and dog tracks. 
Many Floridians worked ,for the Works Progress lMRinistration and 
the Civilian Conservation Corps. These employees built  forty-two schools, 
twenty-seven water plants and six sewer systems. They also repaired bridges 
and public buildings and surfaced more than 6,000 highway miles. 
Emergency bank legislation and the jobs provided by federal programs 
encouraged industry to  move td Florida. The International Paper Canpany 
opened new pulp mills in north Florida. Financier Alfred I. Dupont pur- 
chased several financially-troubled banks and created the state-wide 
Florida mtional Bank, providing sound financing for developers. 28 
By 1930, Orlandoam had been struggling for four years w i t h  the 
troubles that follawed.the 1926 collapse of the Florida bocm. Several 
local banks closed including branches of the F i r s t  National EEank of Sanford 
and the City National Bank of Miami. The Depression slowed grawth, Orlando's 
population increasing only about twelve percent (to 35,000) during the 
tkirties, compared t o  a 200 percent increase during the twenties. 29 
2 8 ~ a u ,  History of Florida, chapter 25, provides the infomation 
for the previous three paragraphs. . . 
29~ ick  Marl-, "Old Safe Deposit boxes yielding goodies after  50 
Years," The Orlando Sentinel, August 2, 1983. Baynard H. Kendrick, Orlando: 
A mtq Plus (Orlando: Orlando Sentinel Star, 1976), pp. 77, 105, pro- 
vides the stat is t ical  information. 
-._-- - 
In 1931, as bus'inesses closed and the ci ty 's  tax and license incane 
decreased, the ci ty  council cut expenses. It reduced the n-r of police- 
men, park maintenance and library services and eliminated the recreation 
department and bus service. A year later, the council reduced salaries 
m t y  percent. 
Additional problems hampered Orlandoans. Several theaters closed. 
Robberies and thefts increased. The new zoo located on West Livingston 
Avenue closed because it was too expensive to  operate. The ci ty 's  most 
ambitious a t t q t  to  bring in tourists and businessen, "Florida on Parade," 
an exposition that would display Florida's educational, agricultural, indus- 
t r i a l  and climatic advantages, failed when its federal grant did not arrive 
and its investors could not finance the fair.  30 
Builders, subdivision developers and even congregations had over- 
extended financial cmmitments - during the twenties. Tbvo downtown congre- 
gations, St.  Jams Catholic Parish and Trinity Iutheran, faced heavy in- 
debtedness because of ambitious building programs. The nmibers held street 
bazaars and dinners and the Catholics raffled a car to m e e t  mortgage pay- 
ments. St. Jams parishoners sold their academy building to the federal 
government to  meet a 1939 financial crisis.  The govenrment la ter  bui l t  
Orlando's main post office on these grounds. 
Catholics and Lutherans faced another problem-intolerance. Many 
blamed inmigrant groups and Catholics for causing the kpression. Father 
Michael J. Fox, priest a t  St. Jams fran 1892-1933, stated, "As I walk on 
Orange Avenue, I feel there is a dagger in my back ! " A Pkthodist 
30 Bacon, Orlando, 2-: 47-88. 
_ _ _  _--- - .  
candidate for the 1ocal''~school board clairraed. he lost an election -- 
he had married a member of Trinity. Many Methodists classified Lutherans 
as Catholics and withheld their  political support. 31 
By the mid-thirties, the local economy began t o  improve. T h e  num- 
ber of Orlando building permits returned to  pre-1930 levels and the state 
ranked the city 's  "carmerce rating" second only to Miami. WPA grants 
helped the ci ty enlarge the airport, develop a solarium and beach on Iake 
Estelle, repave major roads, rebuild the mry and mve the blacks £ran 
Jones tm t o  Griffin Park's new federal housing project. New retail 
businesses entered the area. Sears-Roebuck, Kress and F m u s  department 
stores, George Stuart's office supply store, Walgreen's and Liggett's drug 
stores and Publix opened local outlets. 
me citrus industry recovered from insect problems. Truck fame 
produced peppers, cabbage, eggplants, cumrbrs  and string beans. Local 
businesses regained financial stability. nhlo new tourist attractions-- 
Cypress Gardens and Bok Tbwer--enticed visitors to the area. The city 
initiated an advertising campaign in twenty states. John Tiedtke, a 
financial wizard who made a fortune by investing in depreciated mcipal 
bonds, started the Winter Park Bach Music. Festival. 32 0rlando recovered 
frm the econcm.2~ disasters caused by the fruitf ly infestation, bank 
failures and depressed econw.  The local Lutherans, burdened by building 
31' St. J&S Pioneer Days Souvenir of Rededication, n. p., 1974, 
pp. 6729, describes St. James ' members ' experiences durbg the --- 
Fox ' s quote is' frcm p. 13. Interview, Patricia Pfantz, April 6, 1983, 
describes the election results- 
32~acon, Orlando, 2: 51-93; Elizabeth Maupin, "lhe Bdt -,* 
' The Orlando Sentinel, n. d. ; Stephen Wigler, "John Tiedtke shares @me=- 
tune w i t h  ccmmity," The Orlando Sentinel, February 19, 1984, 
_ _  -- - - 
debts, declining membership and the synod's isolationism, would be hard 
1 
pressed to share in the area's new. prosperity. 
Orlando's Lutherans in the Depression 
Trinity's congregation entered the decade w i t h  several problems. 
The W r s  had few assets becauseXhey lost their accounts when three 
local banks closed. Mnbership fell as several families, strapped with 
financial problems, moved north to live with relatives. But the congre- 
gation ' s primary problem was its inability to pay the building mortgage. 
This difficulty threatened to divide the congregation or force it to 
suspend operations. 33 
As the Depression began, Trinity's members owed the pastor, janitor 
and organist a total of $800 in back salaries. The congregation could 
collect only that amount in the first quarter of 1931 and fell even farther 
behind in its ccmnitments. In April,. the workers donated their back pay 
to Trinity, hoping this measure would help the congregation raise enough 
money for the $900 semi-annual mortgage payment to the Aid Association for 
Lutherans ; (A&) . Unfortunately, -their attarnpt.. failed. 34 
On June 21, 1931, Trinity's members met in the church and heatedly 
discussed several proposed solutions for the mortgage problem. One member 
suggested Trinity offer AAI, the options of lowering the seven percent 
interest rate to three and one-half percent or give them the building. 
t 
When many labeled the plan an un-Christian scheme because it attempted to 
3 3 ~ c a ~ e  of its importance in maintaining central Florida missions 
and prating the develo~t of a new Florida District, Fischer's 
Depression-era ministry at Zion, Gotha will be described in chapters 5 and 7. 
3 4 ~ ,  Minutes, January 7, April 8, 1931. 
__  .--.- - 
force AAL to laver the interest rate, organist Dan Toennies suggested the 
congregation lease the church building fran AAL and reduce financial corn- 
m i t m m t s .  By an overwhelming majority of twenty-six to *, the voters 
supported the finance camit tee 's  recamendation that  Trinity petition AAL 
to reduce interest t o  three percent and require only interest pa-& 
u n t i l  the c r i s i s  passed. AAL's officers refused to  lawer the rate  mre 
than one point and requested hmdiate payment of a l l  past due notes. 35 
In a final ef for t  to secure refinancing, the congregation's 
officers sent a request to  AAL in January, 1932. Claiming membership de- 
clined because heated discussions disrupted families and friendships, they 
begged,for a reduced interest rate. AAL canplied and on February 21, 1932, 
the congregation accepted a £our percent rate for ten years. 36 
The 240-nmber congregation had to discover new sources of revenue 
because contributions did not pay operating expenses. When the board 
requested a subsidy fran the 8,000 member Southern District, they discovered 
fewer contributions to  the d i s t r i c t  forced the officers to reduce salaries 
and mission aid ten percent. In 1929, Zion had been eliminated ..£ran the 
d i s t r ic t ' s  membership because the financial problems forced the executives 
to  close small preaching s-tions. Fischer served without a district 
37 
supplement u n t i l  1931. 
District President Martin W. H. H o l l s  visited many congregations 
in Florida, Alabama and Louisiana during the l a s t  t w o  mnths of 1931; 
351bid., June 21, October 7, 1931. 
361bid., January 6, February 21, 1932. 
3 7 ~ D ~ ,  - ,Tune, 1932. Proceedings, Southern District Convention, 1929, 
pp. 13,16019, stmmrize Zion's elimination fran distrid subsidy. 
- 
urging them to  f u l f i l l  district and synodical pledges. He also encouraged 
the people t o  use new weekly duplex envelopes, one set for  the synod and 
d i s t r i c t  and the other for the local congregation. This system la te r  
helped meet reduced budgetary needs because congregations were responsible 
for  forwarding to the district the money collected in the designated 
envelopes. 38 
Trinity's Ladies Aid members realized they could raise mney t o  
help pay the mortgage. They held monthly kdnesday and Thursday evening 
meals in the Trinity basement, serving cooked potatoes, boiled vegetables, 
ham, spaghetti m d  5ried chicken t o  the tourists. Several families unable 
t o  contribute mney because of financial problems, donated chickens, eggs 
and ham t o  the pastor or  the monthly meals. Patrons finished the $1.50 
meal with fresh-brewed coffee and home-made pastries. So many attended 
the meals that  servers had t o  place boards across sawhorses t o  provide 
enough table space. The ladies also sold qui l t s  they had sewn a t  Thursday 
morning socials and supplied hand-made household products and decorative 
items for the church's Christmas and Easter bazaars. 
The thirty-&r Senior Walther League sponsored occasional 
singing festivals and operettas to  generate donations. Anna Hrvol played 
the piano for  several performances. The Uaguers presented their  own play, 
"Aaron Slick from Punkin' Crick, " on a stage in the church basement. They 
successfully sold a l l  seats fo r  f i f t y  cents each. 39 
38~bid. ,  1931, pp. 16-19,; SDB, June, 1932. 
39Campbell interview; K l i n e c t  interview; Puch interview; Pfantz 
interview; Hrvol interview; Kunze, Golden Anniversary Booklet, n. p. 
__. .-- - 
These ambitious congregational enterprises generated as much as 
$1,500 each year. The Duda family, members at St. Luke, Slavia, donated 
$1,000 to help Trinity. Unfortunately, these contributions did not solve 
the congregation's financial dilemna. At the January 7, 1933, congrega- 
tional meeting, the voters held a special vote to support the pastor, 
thanking him for his patience while not receiving his full salary. 40 
As economic conditions forced families to leave the area, Sunday 
church attendance fell, donations dropped and by mid-1933, the congregation 
fell behind again in meeting the mortgage. When six of Trinity's first 
leaders died in 1933, many feared the congregation would actually disband. 
The voters ordered financial secretary F. H. Rodenbrock to write to the 
AAL, thanking them for treating Trinity so well and infolming than Trinity 
could not meet paymnts because many members depended upon charity and 
made no church donations. He requested a cancellation of all past debts. 
AAL refused. T t w  years later, Trinity had paid only sane of the mrtgage 
interest and collected only an annual average of $2,000 for all expenses. 
The AAL, realizing Trinity's congregati~n had been truthful in describing 
its difficulties, accepted Rodenbrock's request and cancelled all past due 
payrnmts on October 4, 1936. 'l Trinity had survived one more financial 
trial. 
4 0 ~ ~ ,  Minutes, July 10, 1932, January 7, 1933, January 13, 1935. 
Kunze, Golden Anniversary Booklet, records the Duda contributions. 
4 1 ~ ~ ,  Minutes, Pgril 24, July 9, 1933, January 13, 1935, October 4, 
1936. 
- -- 
The Southern ~ is t r ic t ,  too, almost succlrmbed t o  the money shortage. 
Even a f t e r  Holls v is i ted  the congregations, the Southern D i s t r i c t  c i r cu i t  
counsellors had to  beg church members t o  stop withholding designated funds 
fo r  hame use. The 1933 district convention did not met because of the 
financial hardships and i n  1934 the d i s t r i c t  reduced salar ies  again. 42 
Trapp and Trinity 
Despite the problems, Trapp loyally carried out his duties. His 
cheerful disposition defused many vehement arguments a t  voters' meetings. 
As the Sunday school superintendent he maintained the teachers' enthusiasm 
tha t  helped s tab i l ize  weekly attendance a t  100. Trapp continued t o  serve 
the older mmbers, preaching a mnthly  German service. To provide a more 
informal set t ing fo r  teenage instruction, the pastor hosted Saturday 
m m i n g  confirmation classes in h i s  home. The enjoyable amsphere  helped 
increase Junior Walther League membership t o  twenty. Sunday evening B i b l e  
classes provided social  opportunities f o r  Senior Walther Leaguers and 
generated interest in fund rais ing ac t iv i t ies .  43 
Trapp led district ac t iv i t i e s ,  too. H e  flew on the Pan Am Ainvays 
f l igh t  fran Tampa to  the d i s t r i c t  headquarters in New Orleans, representing 
Trinity as  a delegate t o  the regional conventions. H e  helped organize the 
Florida pastoral conference and on October 23, 1932, chaired the f i r s t  cir- 
cuitmeeting held in the area. Later this organization provided the key 
leaders who formed the Florida-Georgia D i s t r i c t  in 1948. Trapp also 
42 Proceedinqs, Southern D i s t r i c t  Convention, 1934, pp. 8-9. 
43~unze, Golden Anniversary Booklet, n. p. ; Hrvol interview; 
Campbe 11 interview. 
continued the publication of the parish paper, ?he Orlando Lutheran, and 
prmted its use as a camrmnication and public relations tool for sister 
congregations. 44 
Trapp's youth work yielded impressive results in Florida. He pro- 
noted Walther Ieague activities at the circuitmeetings, led weekend camping 
trips and hosted the September 1 and 2, 1935, organizing convention of the 
Florida Walther League. The International Waalther Ieague's Executive 
Sec~tary, Professor 0. P. Kretzmnn, attended the convention held in 
Trinity's basemnt and personally led the incorporation procedures for the 
148 member district. Trapp, secretary of the Ieague's Department of 
Christian Knmledge, spoke about Bible studies and their benefits for youth. 
He also pramoted the Uague's- four-year topical discussion prograh, the 
talent quest and the Ieague's annual choral convention. 45 
Trapp's local and regional leadership bore results. In 1935, 
Trinity's membership grew to 350 baptized and 220 cammicants. For the 
first time in seven years the congregation managed to meet its $3,200 
budget, paying all expenses except the mortgage. 46 
As in mst Lutheran churches, many new members joined Trinity 
because they were Lutherans who had moved into the area and desired to 
worship as they had in the past. Several others joined because they mar- 
ried congregational members or because they were welcomed to church social 
I 
44'JR, Minutes, October 9, 1932, July 8, 1934: George Trapp, Jr., 
interview describes the flights. 
45The Hrvol interview describes the camping trips. SDB, October, 
1935, and SDB, April, 1935, sumnarize Trapp's Walther Ieague duties. 
Statistics fran International Walther Ieaque Financial S t a m t ,  1935, p. 3. 
461935 Parochial Report, Southern District, p. 116. 
- 
activities. Catherine ~amp3del1, the Trapp's maid until 1934, married a 
former Baptist preacher who worked as a barhr a t  the San Juan Hotel. 
&fore he joined the church, the members asked him to take the role of a 
preacher in  a Walther League play. 
Not  a l l  new members joined with such fanfare. Many antagonized the 
Orlando natives h e n  they attempted t o  change liturgical traditions, m e  
the organ to another location or  introduce new choral music.47 -ever, 
Trapp managed to calm the tensions that developed between the old and new 
Trinity and Recovery 
In 1937, Trinity's members successfully met  their budget for the 
second consecutive year. The voters rejoiced and thanked the lord 'for 
providing better economic conditions. The congregation's recording secre- 
tary specifically noted the members cooperated much better w i t h  each other 
because of the area's return t o  prosperity. Volunteers patched the par- 
sonage roof, painted its interior and reshingled the porch to reduce congre- 
gational expenses. The voters renewed the practice of pramoting special 
blue envelopes for tourist  contributions, indicating tourists returned 
when the econmy recovered. The organist and janitor received ful l  pay. 
The congregation voted Trapp a $2.50 per week raise, increasing h i s  annual 
salary to  $1,400. 48 However, the synod still suffered frcm reduced church 
contributions . 
47~TnPbe l l  interview; Puch interview; IIi, Minutes, October 6, 1935. 
48~bid., January 10, 1937, includes the secretary's ccmrment. The 
rest of the information comes frcm ibid., April 11, October 1, 1937 and 
April 10, 1938. 
- - 
A 
Synodical President John Behnken visited Trinity on February 23, 
1938, while taking a national tour of Lutheran congregations. He presented 
the synod's membership and stewardship program, "Call of the Cross. " 
Behnken encouraged the congregations to eradicate the synod's $500,000 debt 
to ccmmmrate the centennial of the Saxon Lutheran migration to Missouri. 49 
Behnken had a difficult challenge. Few congregations had ever con- 
ducted stewardship drives to fulfill synodical or district budgets and many 
still suffered from the effects of the Ikpression. Many church members did 
not join congregational voters' meetings because they could not afford the 
membership dues. Local stewardship efforts were amateurish. Hoping to 
generate funds for a building project, one pastor printed the follo~ing 
plea in his weekly newsletter,. "Same pay their dues when due, same when 
overdue, and sane never do. How do you do? ,150 
One of the few planned financial appeals had been Southern District 
President Holls' 1931 visit to district congregations. While his visit 
yielded meager monetary results, it initiated an envelope system that later 
retired the district debt. Holls' 1931 campaign apparently laid the ground- 
work and methodology for the "Call of the Cross" synodical drive. Behnken 
carried out the objectives,'eradicated the debt and encouraged Congrega- 
tions to raise worker salaries. 51 
491bid., July 10, 1938. 
501nterview, Reverend Lloyd H. Goetz, February 16, 1984. 
511bid. ; SDB, June, 1932 ; Proceedings, Southern Dj - trict Convention, 
1931, pp. 16-17, 19. 
_ .  _--.-  ' 
The Southern D i s t r i c t  also implemnted some unique innovations. 
Duplicating the synod's radio prograrrming, the District Publicity 
Organization purchased thirty-five fifteen minute radio spots for Lutheran 
pastoral messages. To reduce expenses, delegates to the 1939 New Orleans 
District Convention boarded in hanes of nearby congregational members. 
The d is t r ic t  officers also encouraged congregations to £om Lutheran 
Laymans League branches to  provide leadership in Lutheran camunity radio 
broadcasting, local fund raising efforts and coordinate inter-congregational 
cooperation. While local Lutheran radio efforts failed, by 1941 Orlando's 
Lutherans could listen t o  Sunday evening vespers broadcast on Gainesville's 
station WRUE. 52 
However, the creative-programs still did not include leadership 
for wnmen or develop inter-synodical cooperation. bnen were not granted 
suffrage a t  voters' meetings and could not serve as lay readers in most 
congregations. Lutheran inter-synodical cammion ended as the synod con- 
demned the proposed merger between the UICA and AU3. In the Midwest, 
neighboring Lutheran pastors could not interfere in any other pastor's 
congregation without facing possible dis t r ic t  censure. S e m b q  professors 
still conducted classes ingthe traditional lecture style, severely limiting 
discussions of contemporary theological problems. 53 
Trinity followed the synod's guidelines. titmen could not vote or 
lead adult Bible class. Trapp did not work in the west Orlando area, 
5 2 ~ ~ ~  October, 1938, describes Lutheran Laymans league activities. 
TR, Minutes, August 24, 1941, describes the failure of local Iutheran radio 
efforts, while the vespers broadcast is mentioned in a letter f r m  Reverend 
Edgar Branmer to George X l i n e ,  August 5, 1941. 
5 3 ~ t z  interview. 
-. 
leaving that responsibility to-. Zion ' s Fischer . Parents discouraged their 
children fran having contact with mmbers of other denminations. bkmkrs 
and their families spent free time with their congregational friends and 
during the Depression provided assistance primarily for congregational 
families in need. Few Trinity members had contact with fellow Lutherans 
who belonged to Zion or St. Luke. The Walther League did provide some 
opportunities for inter-congregational cooperation. Trinity's officers 
organized outings to Daytona Beach, providing transportation, food and 
drink for the three hour trip. Few non-Lutherans joined the outings. 
Like other Protestant denominations in the South, Trinity did not inte- 
grate its congregation. Only two blacks attended services and they returned 
to their neighborhood worship-site in southwest Orlando after a couple 
months . 54 
Trinity's members did participate in creative new endeavors. In 
1938 the Young Matrons Society (later renamed the Cotta Circle) provided 
weekly social service activities for unmarried wanen below the age of 
forty-five. A year later the congregation formed a men's club to replaster 
the church's interior, repair the eaves, conduct every-mmber-visitations 
to supplement the church income and locate prospective members. Trinity's 
members approved Trapp's addition of Sunday evening worship during Advent, 
1939. Many also endorsed inter-congregational activities and attended 
circuit representative I. W. Fritz's color slide presentation of the 
New Orleans Southern District Convention in October that s m  year. 55 
54 Campbell interview; Hrvol interview; Puch interview. 
55TR, Minutes, October 8, 1939, January 7, 1940. The report was 
at the October 8 meeting. 
Despite occasional budget shortages, the failure to sustain a choir 
(it was reorganized six times between 1929 and 1940) and the inability to 
attain quorums at many congregational meetings, Trinity appeared to have 
recovered from the Depression. In 1940, when baptized membership totaled 
396 and the confinned numbered 278, Trinity ranked fifth of forty congre- 
gations in the district and first of the twenty-six in peninsular Florida. 
Its annual budget exceeded $4,000 and, most importantly, was current in its 
mrtgage payments to AAL. An emergency collection during the 1940 Christmas 
season raised $258.42 to keep the AAL account in good standing. In October, 
1941, the church officers agreed to provide a complete annual financial 
statement for all voters so all'could know the congregation's monetary 
needs . 56 Trinity's second ne=-bankruptcy forced it to organize a mre 
cmprehensive stewardship program. The voters hoped that by providing 
everyone with the church's financial information, all would feel an integral 
part of the decision-making process. 
On September 5, 1941, the Senior Walther League organized a surprise 
celebration of Trapp's twenty-fifth ordination anniversary. The festive 
occasion, ccmplete with singing and a reception, also marked the twenty- 
second anniversary of the congregation's organization in 1919 and the 
twentieth anniversary of its 'incorporation under Florida statute. Several 
servicemen from Orlando Air Base attended the event. The congregation had 
invited all the boys at the base to attend future services and eat a meal 
561bid., January 7, December 9, 1940, October 5, 1941; 1940 
Parochial Report, Southern District, pp. 142-43. 
_ - -  - 
w i t h  a member family, 57 not knowing that numerous enlisted naen and draftees 
would take advantage of the invitation for four long years. 
Trinity changed considerably during the thirties. It survived the 
terrible financial cr is is  because of the generosity of the AAL, its members, 
outsiders and Trapp's dependable leadership. While limiting the role or' 
women in  church activities, Trinity's voters supported the organization of 
female service clubs, helped develop a state-wide Walther League district,  
contributed to Lutheran radio p r o g r d g  and encouraged members to  take 
an active role in solving the synod's financial crisis. It also established 
one of the f i r s t  Lutheran weeklys in Florida when it printed The Orlando 
Lutheran. 
Trinity was  no different from mst Lutheran or Protestant congre- 
gations when it included no blacks in its membership. -ever, Trinity 
did avoid the midwestern Lutheran tendency to  attack FDR, praise and defend 
Germany and criticize Catholics and Jews. Trinity's members, realizing 
they w e r e  isolated from mst other Lutherans, did not want to antagonize 
Orlandoans who might threaten them as they had threatened zion's members 
during World W a r  I. 
The Depression forced Trinity's merrubers t o  create solutions to 
difficult  problems. Rbstmembers finished the era w i t h  a renewed sense 
of confidence in their religious institution. They comnitted themselves 
to maintain and improve the church's services and leadership for the local 
Iutheran carmunity. They also could take pride in their role as the 
leading congregation in peninsular Florida. Zion's stable but -11 
57 m, Minutes, October 5, 1941; Hrvol interview. 
_ --- - 
membership could also be thankful for surviving the Depression as well as 
its continued status as Fischer's mission headquarters. 
The Wrld War I1 era provided new challenges for the congregations. 
Trapp and Fischer would have to minister to the many servicemn who mved 
into the area, sustain auxiliary organizations as they lost members to the 
armed services and consider fellamhip with other local Lutheran congre- 
gations. The members wuld have to accept new responsibilities as their 
pastors required more time away £ran the camunity to serve FWls and the 
district. The Orlando Lutherans would be challenged to sustain their 
mission during the war years. 
WAR YEARS, 1939-1945 
On September 1, 1939, Europe went to war. The -so-Gelman non- 
aggression pact gave Hitler a free hand in Poland and the Bzi Blitzkrieg 
quickly crushed Polish resistance. When Britain and F'rance entered the 
war, many Americans debatedwhat their role should be in the struggle. 
President Roosevelt moved to repeal the neutrality acts legislated during 
the late thirties. 
When France fell and the Nazis turned against Britain, many 
Americans believed only the United States would remain to resist Hitler. 
Congress reacted by funding rearmament, establishing defense agreements 
with Canada and Latin American countries and initiating peacetime con- 
scription. Congress also approved FDR's "destroyers for bases" exchange 
with the British and passed lend-lease acts to provide supplies for 
Britain and its allies. 
FDR and Congress worked to aid the British and created New Deal- 
like bureaus to concentrate American industry. The War Production Board, 
the Office of Price Administration and other agencies mobilized Americans 
to meet the war's demands. Labor, managmt and government cooperated 
I 
' and provided an industrial efficiency that shattered previous production 
-.- - 
records. The employment rate rose t o  an all-time high. Three million 
women joined the work force. 1 
This massive ef for t  caused hardships for Americans. Indristry pro- 
duced twenty-nine percent fewer consumer goods. Many families migrated to  
large coastal cities, industrial regions and urban areas to work in defense 
plants. They faced housing shortages, the rationing of gasoline, sugar, 
shoes, coffee and canned goods and tax increases. The divorce rate in- 
creased as spouses worked longer hours and warnen gained economic indepen- 
dence. Fortunately, Americans attained a higher standard of living and 
viewed most of these hardships a s  temporary inconveniences. 
The war altered the econmic and social status of two groups. After 
twenty years of depressed prices and dependence upon New Deal policies, the 
farmer reaped the benefits of r is ing crop prices and larger markets. How- 
ever, many took profitable industrial jobs and famfing began t o  s h i f t  from 
a family business t o  corporate enterprise. Blacks shared the war - t ime  
prosperity. While whites mved into the defense industries, blacks re- 
placed them in agricultural employment, domestic services and unskilled 
industrial labor. The American Federation of Labor organized blacks into 
separate, non-voting labor organizations. The war brought prosperity to  
the nation and ini t ia ted economic and social change. 
. 'Allan Nevins and Henry Steele Carmager, A Pocket History of the 
United States (New York: 'Pocket Books, 1976), pp. 431-32,438-40. 
k c h a r d  Polenberg, W a r  and Society: The U n i t e d  States, 1941-45 
(Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 1980) . Chapters 1, 2, 4 and 5 
describe the major social and econmic changes caused by the war.  
_ _ _  .--.- - - 
American Protestantism and the War Years 
As Americans experienced changes in society and the econq, 
Protestant groups faced new problems. Industrial conversion enticed 
church members to migrate to production centers. &nominations reassigned 
pastors and mission workers to serve those camunities. ?he churches also 
had to organize chaplaincies to serve the increasing number of military 
personnel. 
Several other problems discouraged liberal and conservative 
Protestants alike. Membership stagnated at approximately fifty percent of 
the population during the Depression, adversely affecting the available 
funds and personnel to conduct programs. Liberal reformers could no longer 
speak of Christianizing the world social order. Their vigorous attempts 
to do so had been destroyed by the Depression and the beginning of World 
War 11. The outbreak of the war  also ended the world ecumenical mvment. 
Conservatives, too, felt threatened by social and econanic changes. Ihe 
formation of black and female labor groups undelmined traditions of w h i t e  
supremacy, male daminance and the social status of the clergy. H a e v e r ,  
American Protestants did help maintain interdenminational contacts during 
the war years. 
In 1947, several American Protestant denaninations rekindled in- 
terest in international cooperation. Presbyterians and Wthodists foxwed 
the International Youth Conference in Oslo, Norway, and the bbrld Sunday 
School Association in Birmingham, Ehgland. A year later in Amst-, led 
by the world's Protestant denminations, the World Council of Churches 
3-Y, Riqhteous Rnpire, pp. 242, :259. Bailey, White Pro- 
p. 136, describes social changes in religious institutions. 
- -- - 
formed an international missionary council, a Life and Work social ministry 
organization and a Faith and Order program to prcmte international stabil- 
ity. America's Southern Protestant bodies helped keep this ecumenical 
spirit alive during the war. 
The Southern Methodists merged with the riorthern Methodists in 
1939. While they maintained a separate non-geographical Central Jurisdiction 
for blacks, the Methodists abandoned their all-white denminational standing. 
The Southern Methodists were no longer as concerned with personal mrality 
as in dancing or liquor consmption but with the needs of orphans, the aged 
and displaced families. After a lack of social concern for decades, the 
3 million member denanination shifted its ministry to collective security 
for themselves and the nation-and the social interests of all. 
The Southern Baptists, almost as large a group as the United 
Methodist Church, supported social justice for unfortunate whites. They 
extended their Depression era approval of minimum wage laws, old age secu- 
rity, planned industry and the regulation of laissez faire capitalism to 
include the govenrment's war-time measure of collective security. They 
also believed that winning the war would preserve their past traditions 
and simple truths.4 While the Southern Baptists did not join their northern 
counterparts because of racial, doctrinal and social issues,'they appeared 
more cooperative with others during the years of war. 
When World War I1 began, 500,000 Southern Presbyterians considered 
unification w i t h  their northern partners. After several decades, they 
4~ese two paragraphs are frcm Bailey, White Protestantism, 
pp. 112-158. 
finally embraced social legislation and collective interests. However, 
the Southern Presbyterians hesitated in uniting with their northern counter- 
parts because of the race question. The changing society and econcmy and 
the threat to democracy and capitalism encouraged main-line Southern 
Protestant denominations to participate in the ecumenical movement and 
patriotic activities that might preserve their institutions. In their 
zeal, would these denminations accuse Lutherans of complicity with the 
Nazis? 
Neoorthodox pastors feared the outbreak of the war because it 
". . . aggravates, rather than solves issues and it destroys the innocent." 
They feared the Depression era isolationists (the Methodists, Presbyterians 
and Baptists) would turn Wrld War I1 into a "holy war." If they repeated 
their World War I actions, the churches would not critique society but 
persecute denminations like the Lutherans that had German traditions. 
The neoorthodox believed the church should support the war against 
Hitler and Fascism but utilize the energies released by the war as an 
opportunity to help all Christians understand the perils of sin. They 
hoped no Christian denmination would ignore man's sinful nature while 
trying to Christianize the social order. Would the Lutherans again 
become convenient scapegoats during the second war with Germany? 
American Lutherans and Preparation for War 
When America entered World War I1 in December, 1941, there were 
3,635,588 con£ i m d  Lutherans in the United States. Despite the Depression, 
5 
These issues are discussed in ibid., pp. 119-136. 
'Marty, Righteous mire, pp. 242-43. The quote is from p. 242. 
_ - -  
Lutheran bodies continued a s l o w  but steady increase in membership and 
even a proportionately larger increase i n  church contributions. Their 1942 
to t a l  of $64 million was more than a bventy-five percent increase over the 
prosperous twenties. Lutherans were grouped into three church bodies--the 
ULCA, the Synodical Conference (of which almost eighty percent of the mem- 
bership belonged t o  the Missouri Synod) and the ALC (primarily the American 
Lutheran Church and the Augustana Synod). As in most Protestant denomina- 
tions, membership included few blacks. Only 6,495 blacks were confirmed 
Lutherans in 1942. 7 
The decades a f te r  World W a r  I placed tremendous demands on Lutheran 
churches. To aid European refugees, serve urban and orphaned missions and 
provide domestic social welfare agencies, the ULCA and Augustana Synod led 
the formation of the National Lutheran Council (NLC) in 1918. This agency 
coordinated aid t o  the destitute, mission work and chaplaincy programs but 
only during emergencies. Lutheran synods feared unionism even when working 
with each other. However, the Depression and international tensions pro- 
vided the impetus for  coordinating ministry. In 1932 the NLC assumed the 
responsibility for  recruiting Lutheran chaplains for the armed services. 
The Missouri Synod, uneasy about cooperating with other Lutheran church 
bodies because of doctrinal disputes about lodges, individual m r a l i t y  and 
Scriptural inspiration, agreed to  cooperate only in physical rel ief  to 
orphaned missions and work m n g  soldiers and sailors. The collapse of 
Asian missions during the la te  th i r t i e s  forced the Missouri Synod to 
reevaluate its restrictions on participating in pawLutheran agencies. 
7 ~ ~ ~ ,  February 29, 1944. 
_ -- - 
The disruption M hcenes, congregations, cammities and mission 
f ields,  a decrease in the number of seminary graduates and increased 
demands upon pastors and church executives encouraged Lutherans to share 
duties. The A K  and Missouri Synod initiated fellowship discussions w i t h  
the ULCA in 1936. A dispute about Scriptural inspiration ended UICkMissouri 
Synod discsussions i n  1938 and ULCA-AIX: conferences jeapardized AIC-Missouri 
Synod meetings. Despite these diff icult ies,  the Missouri Synod agreed in 
1941 to  coordinate its chaplaincy service (Army and Navy Cclnmission) w i t h  
the NLC program. The Missouri Synod also contributed to the NK's Lutheran 
World Action, a re l ief  agency for  w a r  refugees and displaced people. A t  
the 1941 meeting in Columbus, Ohio, Missouri Synod representatives even 
prayed publicly with NLC representatives. 8 
'Ihe Missouri Synod limited its cooperation with the NK. Fearing 
the NLC was a l iberal  body, the synod refused to  cooperate w i t h  the NLC's 
Comnission on American Missions, an organization that coordinated Lutheran 
ministry services t o  those located in new industrial c m i t i e s .  Apparently 
many Lutherans that had relocated to  industrial areas o r  military instal- 
lations cared only tha t  the i r  new congregation was  Lutheran. It did not 
matter whether it was ULCA, ALC o r  Missouri Synod. Tensions rose as mst 
' Missouri Synod pastors refused to approve transfers to these other congre- 
: gations. Like most American Protestant bodies during the war, tensions 
between similar church groups preoccupied the members and interfered w i t h  
attempts t o  cooperate w i t h  other denminations. 
8~einath,  lbcmmts, p. 73; Nelson, Lutherans in North America, 
pp- 474-81. 
_.- - 
Prior to ~merica's entry in the war, scm lutheran groups appeared 
to be either neutral or even sympathetic to the Axis. The ULCA and AU3, 
eastern-based Ehglish-language bodies, appeared to be "Americanized" and 
faced little risk of persecution. But as late as 1941, the Augustana Synod 
vehemently condemned American and European militarism and supported all 
members who clained to be conscientious objectors. Official spokesnen for 
the Norwegian Iutheran Church said nothing about Fascism until Hitler in- 
vaded Norway and then dedicated themselves to ". . . give full support to 
the war efforts of their country with their substance and if necessary, 
with their lives. "' The Missouri Synod hesitated to address the European 
conflict because of the bitter memories of World War I and the labeling of 
German Lutherans as un-Americ8n. If Missouri Synod leaders said anything 
about hostilities, would the membership again face persecution? 
The Missouri Synod and the War 
Many members of the synod feared persecution because of their German 
background. The synod's bilingual constituency and editorial carrmentary 
made it a probable target for anti-German zealots. As late as 1937, the 
synod's triennial conventions included opening sermons in German and English 
and the secretary recorded resolutions in both languages. lo While 123 of 
11,994 congregations used only German (and more than fifty percent of the 
Geman congregations were in Canada) , between 1937 and 1941 sixty-three 
t 
percent ofthe congregations heard German preached scmetime during the 
91bid., pp. 473-97, provides the infomation about the NLC. The 
quote is £ran p. 473. 
10Behnken, This I Recall, p. 52. 
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year. The three-to-one subscription rat io of the synod's mglish publi- 
cation, ihe Lutheran Witness, to the German publication, Der Lutheraner, 
made it obvious the synod was primarily an English-language church body but 
II bilingual, too. 
Lutheran Witness camentary about the European situation and the 
Nazi state revealed the synod.sympathized with the Germans. Religious 
fellmship with the G e m  E'reikirche and the c a m n  language encouraged 
synodical leaders to  defend sane Nazimeasures. Walter A. Maier and 
ancordia Seminary professorsMartin S m r  and Theodore Graebner attacked 
Americans who condemned the Germans and accused Jews of causing the troubles 
that led to  the Nazi rise to  power. In Februaq, 1939, Maier declared, 
t h a t  certain Jews have lent fuel t o  . . . European flames. Many 
of them shrewdly profited by the losses of the German people. In 
the United States, those who have a "camnendable love for tlje Jew" 
. . . [often] are motivated by hatred for the German people, the 
heritage of 1917 and 1918. lbreover, no one raised protests about 
the Russian persecution of Christians that completely overshadows 
the German Anti-Semitic pogran. 
Graebner approved of the Nazi fight against camrmnisn. Perhaps the menber- 
ship condemned ccrrarmnism because eighty-nine percent of the synod's cam- 
m i c a n t s  were middle or lowerdddle class. Generous contributions to  
the German Lutheran F'reikirche continued until  the government forbade this  
12 
activity in 1941. Tb patriatic zealots it might appear the synod enthusi- 
astically and financially supported Nazi Germany. 
I 
l ~ h l h o f f ,  "Missouri 'Synod Lutherans, " chapter 7, pm 2. 
l21bid., pp. 3, 20, discusses the synod's opinion about Nazi Ge-y. 
The quote is from p. 10. 'Ihe s ta t i s t ics  for middle and lawerdddle class 
totals are found in  Gmh, mtheran much in m r i c a n  Life, p. 138. 
_ -- - 
Political activity hampered the synod's credibility. During the 
1940 Presidential campaign, Graebner editorially attacked FDR. He condemned 
the President for appointing Myron Taylor as a personal representative to 
the Vatican. He accused FDR of pushing America towards entering the war 
on the British side. Graebner also attempted to shaw that FDR's prase to 
keep America out of warwar-a prase similar to the one Mbdruw Wilson made 
in 1916--was an election-year ploy to gain votes. 13 
Before the synod could repair the damage to its reputation, anti- 
German sentiments became violent action. In Canada, several German-speaking 
Lutherans had their windows broken. In the United States, one pastor was 
refused the use of a camunity building because his sign of benediction 
looked like a Nazi sign. Tbm'cars in the front of a Lutheran church were 
painted red with the inscription, "Heil ~itler"l~--and all this took place 
before December 7, 1941. What would happen to American Lutherans, par- 
ticularly Missouri Synod Lutherans, if the United States went to war?  
Fortunately for the Missouri Synod, Pearl Harbor focused American 
attention on the Far East and created a capanion enemy, Japan, to go w i t h  
Germany. That apparently removed the danger of vicious anti-Geman activity. 
When Hitler conquered central Europe and Scandanavia, it antagonized synod's 
&rs because of synod's minority membership of Slavs and Norwegians. It 
became impossible for the synod to remain sympathetic to any Geman cause or 
rematin isolated from the war. 
13Kohlhoff, "Missouri Synod Lutherans, " chapter 7, pp . 23-25. 
141bid., pp. 19, 34. 
- -- - 
In a demonstration of loyalty, The Lutheran Witness published an 
interview of Lutheran William S. Knudsen, the chairman of General mtors 
who had been appointed by FDR to head the National &Sense Advisory 
Corrmission. The Ekecutive Camcittee of the Board for Higher Education sent 
a letter to its educational institutions requesting teachers to remain 
loyal to the country to preserve the synod's welfare. l5 The synod was 
obviously patriotic. 
In 1942, synodical president John Behnken appointed a subramittee 
of a Synodical National Advisory Etnergency Planning Council to plan post- 
war  recovery of Germany's Lutheran church. In the fall of 1943, Graebner 
suggested government officials use anti-Nazi Cresset articles to improve 
civilian mrale and at Concordia M a r y  delivered a conference paper 
criticizing Nazi treatment of religion. l6 At the 1944 Saginaw, Michigan 
Synodical Convention, the synod established a $5 million Thank Offering 
to finance synodical business and the recovery of the German E'reikirche. 
Other plans included rebuilding the E'reikirche seminary, reestablishing 
churches and schools, distributing Christian literature to counteract 
corrmunisn and providing clothing and food for the destitute. 17 
151bid., pp. 16, 27-33, describes the Missouri Synod's "change of 
heart" about the Nazis. 
161bid., p. 42. According to ibid., pp. 13-16, in Deceniber, 1941, 
Graebner had doubted whether it was possible for the synod to regain the 
confidence of the American c m i t y .  He feared too many Lutherans had 
been duped by EJazi propaganda a d  synodical spokesmen had too vigorously 
supported pro-Nazi groups or attacked FDR. Graebner appeared to be tJDr- 
ried that his readers believed his previous presentations! 
_ - -  
Synodical membership was neither apathetic nor hostue towards 
Germans. Congregations collected German theological literature for use in 
converting German prisoners in detention camps and 105 pastors and twenty- 
three chaplains ministered t o  the Ms. Walter A. Maier also participated 
in th i s  ministry, transcribing services for prisoners and broadcasting ser- 
vices to  the Reich. By 1943, Maier's Lutheran Hour program was in its tenth 
season and 450 stations carried the weekly broadcasts. Besides ministering 
t o  ms and broadcasting sermons, Maier supported the synod's attempt t o  
remain a credible American institution unhindered by a n t i e m a n  sentiment. 
In his sermons, he continually repeated the theme that "World W a r  I1 was 
not a holy Crusade, nor a just war ,  but just w a r  . . . [and] was an oppor- 
tunity t o  proclaim the Gospel. " When he preached in military installations, 
he accentuated the synod's position that Americans should support the w a r  
against the Axis and help restructure Europe and its church a t  the con- 
clusion of hosti l i t ies.  18 
World W a r  I1 and Florida 
By 1941, most of Florida's 1,897,414 citizens no longer suffered 
the Depression and fewer than were we 1 fare roles. 
The war boom guaranteed financial s tabi l i ty  for the state and the 
major c i t ies .  Spessard L. Holland of Bartow, Florida's governor during the 
war, successfully retired the s ta te ' s  Depression debts. By using an RFC 
loan t o  refinance the Everglades Drainage District, a gasoline tax t o  
repair and construct roads and other taxes t o  finance state agencies, 
''This description of B i e r ' s  ministry is found in Maier, A Man 
Spoke, pp. 223-25, 232, 271. I h e  quote is frcm Groh, Lutheran Church in 
North American Life, p. 112. 
7 
_._ - 
Holland accumulated a surplus of $22 million in Florida's general operating 
i 
fund and road departrnent. Large naval facilities at Jacksonville and Key 
West, an army depot in Starke and air bases in Tampa, Valparaiso, Pensacola 
and Orlando gave the tuwnspeople lucrative substitutes for the loss of 
tourism. War-time conversion was mst evident in Miami where, by April, 
1942, the Army converted 70,000 hotel rooms to furlough stations, training 
quarters and hospital facilities. Fashionable restaurants served as mess 
halls. 
Military installations brought Florida two long-term benefits. 
Families of servicemen traveled to Florida to visit their loved ones. After 
the war, many of these families returned to live, providing the state with 
new talents and markets. The-second benefit was the improvement in air 
travel. Pan Am, Eastern, National, Delta and United airlines increased 
flights to the installations and metropolitan areas. This helped tourism 
recover af ter the war .  
While Florida's share of military contracts was mall, shipbuilding, 
airport and camp servicing and citrus and vegetable fanning placed a ter- 
rible strain on the state's labor supply. With mre than 250,000 Floridians 
in the armed services, there never seemed to be enough laborers in the state. 
The federal government used POWs in Clewiston, Winter Haven, Ieesburg and 
Marianna to harvest sugar cane, peanuts, corn and citrus when local labor 
could not meet the demand. 
&ammities provided volunteers to protect their areas . M y  
individuals served as air raid wardens, aircraft spotters, auxiliary fire- 
KHI or nursing aids. Others participated in the Civil Air Patrol and 
Coastal Picket Patrol.. These activities gave non-.miliw personnel a 
_-- - 
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to  "take part" in  the w a r  and helped maintain morale a t  the hame 
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k r - J  no anti-German attacks on German-Amricans. 19 
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In Orlando, only t m  incidents tarnished the calm. In 1942, the 





. . I  , American & g i n  protested a Jehovah's Witness m t i n g  in which the flag 
salute was  prohibited and success£ully lobbied for a city council resolution 
. , that required the uniform flag salute a t  a l l  public gatherings. United 
States Intelligence officers rounded up suspected aliens and potential 
saboteurs. They arrested or placed under surveillance almost twenty indi- 
viduals and the Orange County sheriff arrested a "rabid pro-Nazi" and placed 
him in jail--but no names were released. mere are no records'of other 
local incidents. No one attacked Orlando's German-Amricans or Japanese- 
Americans when the United States entered World W a r  11. 
Perhaps the w a r  boom absorbed people's sometimes vengeful energies. 
Despite a 1940 freeze that damaged the citrus industry, Orlando's econcmy 
prospered as the ci ty 's  pursuit of an a i r  base encouraged business invest- 
mt. J. C. Penney's opened a department store on West Church Street, 
Howard Johnson's established a restaurant on North Orange Avenue and 
McCrory's Dime Store opened its quarters in the downtown area. 
Orlando's population exceeded 36,000 and encouraged investors to  
-rove the area's transportation and c ~ i c a t i o n  services. In spring, 
1941, the Atlantic Coast Line Railroad added a New York-Orlando-Tamp route 
to its Florida service. The Tamiami Chapion's streamlined, a i r  conditioned 
1 9 ~ i s  material is a sum~lry of ~kbeau, History of Florida, 
__ -- 
- 
cars, reading chairs, porters and Pullman servlce provided luxurious travel 
between central Florida and the Northeast. National and Eastern a i r l h e s  
served Orlando with eight stops each day. Radio station WLOF began broad- 
casting f r m  the Angebilt Hotel in  1940, adding to the county's growing 
number of radio stations. 
When America entered mr ld  W a r  11, the ci ty and county governmmts 
coordinated the local people's efforts for the Allied cause. The ci ty 
chlorinated its water as a protective measure. When sugar and gas rationing 
went into effect in May, 1942, the ci ty sponsored rubber drives, collected 
-niscellaneous junk and me ta l  and redeemed fats  a t  three cents a pound to 
aid the war effort. '10 maintain order and save power, Orlandoans established 
a 1 0 : O O  P. M. curfew for those' under twenty-one, extinguished street lights 
a t  the same time and closed bars a t  midnight. The city council also estab- 
lished a canning kitchen and blood bank. The county built  a tuberculosis 
hospital and US0 centers, providing separate faci l i t ies for blacks and 
whites. Stores cut home deliveries to save tires and the American *ion 
and other groups sponsored parades to raise mney for sending soldiers 
care packages or purchasing w a r  bonds. One bicycle parade in October, 1942, 
included a l l  Orlando's ministers. With local labor a t  a premium, the county 
fined Otis G. Nation, a business agent of the Florida C i t r u s  and Allied 
Workers Union, for breaking emigrant labor laws. It also brought charges 
agaihst the Carrpbell Soup Ccmpany for pirating labor as it transported 438 
blacks £ram Orlando t o  its main facil i ty in New Jersey. The real impem 
for Orlando ' s success during the =--in war  bond drives; patriotic '.- 
-- - 
parades, metal collections and econdc developrent and population growth-- 
was the formation of the Orlando Air Base. 20 
In 1940, the twelve-year old airport had three 2,500 foot runways. 
After losing a bidding war to Tampa's MacDill Field for possession of an 
Army Air Corps base, the city purchased an additional 100 acre tract of 
land south of Qleney Highway and east of T. G. Lee's pasture land on m y  
Avenue. The extra land made the site more accessible and the Army Air 
Corps awarded the city a base in mid-1940. The first contingent of 350 
officers and 2,250 enlisted men arrived in September. While erecting the 
more than fifty buildings necessary to establish the base, the troops tented 
in T. G. Lee's pasture. 
As the camp's population grew to total more than 10,000, many moved 
to "Signal Hill," a second, larger tent city north of the air base. To pro- 
vide entertainment centers for the servicemen, the city permitted the base 
to use the auditorium for twice-a-mnth dances. An expansion of the air 
base provided room for a nine hole golf course. 
By October, 1941, the Amy Air Corps realized the Cheney Highway 
facility was not large enough for necessary operations and purchased 1,280 
acres between Narcoosee Road and the Dixie Highway, seven miles south of 
the city. WPA funds provided .the financing for the construction of two 
4,000 foot runways. The new Pine Castle Army Air Field served as a bomber- 
training base and was in continuous use until 1946. Three decades later 
it became part of Orlando's international airport. 
20 The qeneral material about Orlando's war-time econdc and popu- 
lation growth is fran Bacon, Orlando, 2: 97-132 and Kendrick, Orlando, 
pp. 67, 103-110, 150. The population statistics are fran ~@ndrick's work. 
The air base Orlando with prosperity and publicity. AS 
servicemen who had been stationed in  Orlando returned to live in the mild 
climate, population growth and e c o n d c  prosperity continued. By 1950, 
Orange County's population doubled t o  total  mre than 114,000 and Orlando's 
exceeded 51,OO 0. Lutheran pastors and congregations faced new challenges 
as they served the a i r  base, hospitals and P(SW centers. The congregations 
and their  auxiliary organizations had to survive the loss of leaders who 
went to w a r  and Trinity's members had to finance the church mrtgage. 
Ferhaps it was  time for local Lutheran congregations to  establish separate 
organizations to  serve the peninsular population's peculiar needs. 
Orlando's Lutherans and the W a r  
When America entered World W a r  11, Trinity's membership totaled 
328 baptized and 256 c ~ i c a n t s .  Zion's congregation totaled fifty-two 
baptized and thirty-nine comrmnicants. Both congregations imnediately 
f e l t  the effects of the conflict. Tkirty-four members f r m  Trinity and 
two £ran Zion served in the armed forces. A t  Trinity, mre  than a dozen 
served in  the army, including John Senkarik of Sanford and Pastor Trapp's 
sons Elmer and Iouis. Trapp's third son, Robert, and Herb and Rudy 
Schnell of Union Park led Trinity's naval contingent. Marie Lams-of 
Trinity also .entered the m' s Amy Corps. In Gotha, Esther  Fischer 's 
Ll ' The information for the description of the a i r  base can be found 
in Bacon, Orlando, 2: 100-9, and lkndrick, Orlando, pp. 105-110. Population 
stat ist ics can be found in  ibid., p. 150. 
son, Robert, enlisted' in- the Army Air Corps. He was the only Orlando- 
area Lutheran who died in the service during the war. 22 
The stories of Rudy and Herb Schnell of Trinity and Paul Mikler of 
St. Luke, Slavia, provide several insights about Lutherans' contacts with 
chaplains and pastors outside Orlando. Rudy, born in 1915 in a German 
camunity in Giddings, mas, moved to Florida in 1918 when his father tired 
of farming cotton. The Church Street Bank and Orange County Bank closed 
at the beginning of the Depression, destroying the family's savings and 
forcing the Schnells to live off their farm produce. After Rudy served 
for a year in the Civilian Conservation Corps, he returned to Orlando and 
married Canadian-born Dorothy Holmes. He enlisted in the navy in November, 
1942, and because he was older than most of the enlistees and had machinist 
experience at the Orlando Firestone garage, taughtrraechanical repairing at 
Camp Blanding. The Schnells worshiped at Grace Lutheran Church in 
Jacksonville, a congregation that Trapp had suggested as a possible place 
of worship. Trapp also sent a good recamendation to r race's Pastor Fred 
Lorberg so Rudy could comnune. After a year in Jacksonville, Schnell 
served in Millington, Tennessee and Oakland, California. While they lived 
in off-base trailer housing, the Schnells worshiped in Lutheran churches 
and received the services of a Missouri Synod chaplain when Rudy was in 
the hospital. 23 
Herb Schnell, Rudy's younger brother, had a very different experience 
during the war. Born in 1922 in Orlando, Herb moved w i t h  the fdly to 
LL 1942 Statistical Report, IC-MS, p. 131; TR, Minutes, Fgril 11, 
1943; Fischer interview. 
23~tervie~, Rudy and Dorothy (Ho'Ws) Schnell, July 11, 1985. 
_._ - 
Union Park. In 1940, . 'after working as a carpenter w i t h  his father, Herb 
enlisted in the navy. For W years he served on the USS Vincennes, a 
destroyer escort, f i r s t  in the Atlantic and then in  the Pacific as part of 
the - l i t t l e  raid and the battles of Coral Sea, Midway and Guadalcanal. 
When h is  ship went down a t  Guadalcanal on August  9, 1942, he sustained a 
shrapnel wound and spent six months recovering in New Caledonia. When he 
returned to  active duty, Herb served on a repair ship in the Atlantic and 
as part of the American occupation forces in  Japan. 
When Herb returned to Union Park, he resumed his  carpentry trade 
and courted Dorothy Trevarthen. When they married in 1949, they moved to  
the South Conway area. Setween 1940 and 1949, Herb had seen no Lutheran 
pastor or  chaplain except Trapp and had access only to non-Lutheran chap- 
24 lains while in service. Apparently, there were not too many Lutheran 
chaplains near front-line m i l i t a r y  action. They seemed to be stationed a t  
hospitals and military bases on the mainland. 
Paul Mikler, a &r of St. Me ,  Slavia, had a war experience 
similar t o  Rudy Schnell's. Born and raised in Slavia, Mikler went t o  the 
University of Florida in 1935 where he studied to  be a teacher. While there 
he attended weekly Lutheran reading services held in local h-s and took 
cammion once a month when Fischer drove north £ram Gotha. To pay S- 
of his  tuition, Mikler worked a t  an excelsior m i l l  (shredding wood for water- 
melon packing), served in a cafeteria, managed intramural teams and coordi- 
nated +he c i ty  recreation program. To save expenses his senior year, 
24~ te rv iew,  Herb and brothy (Trevarthen) Schnell, July 9, 1985. 
- -- -- 
Mikler roomed w i t h  Candidate Eldgar Bramner, the new pastor a t  St. Matthew 
Cutheran Church, Gainesville. Because there were only eight Lutheran stu- 
dents a t  the Gainesville campus, Br-r worked to  establish contacts with 
non-campus prospects and could not spend much t i m e  w i t h  Mikler. 
After he graduated, Mikler taught fo r  a year in  Ocala (where he 
again received cammion fran Fischer and Bramner) and a year in a pan- 
handle Florida Farm Education project. After a year a t  Oviedo High School, 
Mikler joined the army and was stationed a t  Camp Blanding to teach remedial 
reading. A t  Camp Jackson, South Carolina and Ft. Bragg, North Carolina 
(where he also played baseball with Pittsburgh's Smokey Burgess, St. Iouis' 
Max Lanier and Cincinatti 's Vann Herrington) Mikler taught and counseled 
returning veterans as they left active duty. In 1945, Mikler retuned to 
his  position a t  Oviedo High School and married Virginia Balkcan, a hcme 
e c o n d c s  teacher who had been confirmed by b rberg  in 1945 when Mikler 
returned to  Camp Blanding. Like Rudy Schnell, Mikler had worshiped in 
Missouri Synod churches during his time in service. H e  even joined a ULCA 
congregation a t  Ft. Bragg. 25 
Fran the Schnells' and Mikler's experiences, one may conclude that 
m y  of those on active duty outside the continental United States had 
l i t t le chance of meeting a Lutheran chaplain. Those stationed a t  bases 
had opportunities t o  maintain contact with Lutherans i f  they so desired. 
However, the w a r  helped change the traditional limitation of a l t a r  felluw- 
skip espoused by the Missouri Synod when servicemen like Mikler worshiped 
with other Protestants o r  even joined other Lutheran synods. They 
251hterview, Paul Mikler, July 11, 1985. 
- .-.- - 
discovered other Protestants and Lutherans were not as different f r m  
Missouri Synod Lutherans as many had feared. 
Several non-servicemen a t  Trinity also mrked for the w a r  effort. 
Eunice Lineberger, born in  1899 in North Carolina, moved to  Iakeland w i t h  
her parents in 1911 when they.tried to alleviate their symptms of 
arthritis. Lineberger took care of her parents and a crippled sister and 
occasionally drove them to  Zion, Gotha, for Sunday worship until St. Paul, 
Lakeland became a mission. When the family needed money, Lineberger took 
a job as an accountant and assistant t o  the station master w i t h  the Atlantic 
Coast Line  Railroad. The campany assigned her to  Orlando. 
Reverend Walther Wesche of St. Paul, Iakeland, asked Trapp to include 
Lineberger in  church functions-. She attended Walther League meetings, taught 
Sunday school classes, sang in the choir and played the organ. Despite her 
father's debilitating stroke, Lineberger remained in Orlando to handle extra 
war-time duties. She spent long hours a t  the Church Street depot, checking 
train manifests, assigning seats t o  servicemen and routing trains through 
Orlando . 26 
Otis and Eleanor Lundquist also aided the camnulity war  effort. 
Born in  Chicago in 1910, Otis moved to E u s t i s  with his family in the early 
twenties. His father, a grove owner, insisted the family attend weekly 
services a t  Trinity. In 1941, Otis, an insurance agent, married Eleanor 
Johannson, a member of a ULCA congregation in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. 
The Lundquists worked diligently in the service of the church. 
Otis served as local and state Walther &ague president and Eleanor as a 




' t t  ' 
.. . 
, 8 8 . .  
- -- - 
member of the Cotta Circle. Otis went to Ne& Orleans several times as 
: 
the congregation's representative to the Southern District convention, and 
helped build a radio at church that could receive the Gainesville broadcasts 
of The Lutheran Hour. He also made speeches and radio broadcasts to en- 
courage people to join the army and Orlando's patriotic activities. 27 
The war changed several other members ' lives. Phyllis Kunze, Carl 
Kunze's daughter, married Harvey Rohlwing, a serviceman stationed in Orlando. 
Jim Kunze and other Junior Walther Ieaguers served as ushers and filled 
positions vacated by the servicemen and those who left the area. Iouisa 
Iau sent a monthly letter to each of the congregation's servicerren. Because 
of the war-time premium on labor, Sears transferred Carl Klinect to 
Charleston, South Carolina, to reorganize a store that served the local 
naval base. 28 
Pastoral Duties During the War 
Trapp and Fischer were deeply affected by the war. Besides losing 
relatives to the service, they suddenly had the duties of ministering to 
local servicemen and Gelman POWs interned in central Florida. Trapp con- 
tacted all known Lutherans stationed at the Orlando Air Base and invited 
them to services, socials and Sunday family mals. - By July, 1942, an 
average of forty soldiers per week attended services. Their contributions 
and participation in congregational activities replaced I the sixty-three 
271nterview, Otis and Eleanor (~ohannson) Iiundquist, July 15, 1985. 
281nterview, Reverend James Kunze, July 15, 1985; Klinect interview. 
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comnunicant I1.bembers that mved to new industrial ccgmnulities or served in 
I 
the armed forces. 29 
Trapp also led vespers at the Walther Ieague socials held for the 
soldiers during Christmas, Easter and Thanksgiving. After leading worship, 
Trapp met with the Leaguers and servicemen while all ate at the covered 
dish meal and then watched skits, performances and song festivals that 
concluded the evenings.30 Trapp and Fischer, who also served the Lutherans 
for the PCkJs in the branch camps in central Florida. 
. 29TR, Minutes, April 12, 1942, describes the invitation to military 
personnel at the air base. 'Ihe Orlando Lutheran, July 5, 1942, describes 
how the soldiers helped maintain congregational morale during the war. 
30TR, Minutes, No-r 30, 1942, October 10, 1943, October 8, 1944, 
Januaq 12, 1946. I 311bid., July 2, 1944; Fischer interview. c 32~roh, Lutherans in North Arnerican Life, -p. 112. 
encamped near Gainesville, presented each of their congregation's servicemen 
with a 192 page service prayer book made available through the synod's 
Army and Navy Ftmd. Both Trinity and Zion joined the synod in designating 
the lbther's Day collection for the fund and provided the book, a comrmnion 
registration card and a dog tag to identify the recipient as a Lutheran in 
good standing. 31 
During the last two years of the war, Trapp, Fischer and Wesche 
ministered to German POWs. The synod had agreed to cooperate with other 
Lutheran synods and formed the Lutheran Comnission for Prisoners-of-War in 
1943. Plans to serve the German Lutherans included counseling German 
pastors and encouraging others to enroll in a Cbncordia Seminary theologi- 
cal correspondence course. 32 Trapp, Fischer and Wesche were responsible 
__  -- - - 
The pastors found interesting sights when they served the prisoners. 
The camps, surrounded by a 100eby 150 foot ba&ed wire fence, interned 
approximately 300 men. The men slept in pyramidal tents that housed four 
each. Their clothing consisted of military-like fatigues stenciled with 
a large "ER" to identify them as "enemy aliens." Because the first POWs 
were extremly pro-Nazi in character, the pastors did not receive many 
opportunities to establish worship centers. In one case, a group antago- 
nized an army chaplain. After he admnished them about becaning a pro- 
demxratic society, they indignantly asked him about American racist 
policies towards blacks. The chaplain angrily left the meting. 
By late 1943, as the Florida labor shortage hampered agriculture, 
the canning indtistry, the government moved more prisoners 
into the area. These POWs were mre anti-Nazi in character and frequently 
refused to participate in some of the food strikes or violence that charac- 
terized the earlier detainees. By 1944, most prisoners realized their part 
in the war had ended and requested the services of Lutheran pastors. 
Several Floridians protested when it was reported that German prisoners 
worked with wanen in an Orlando laundry or ate fine delicacies, but most 
people had little contact with them and the three pastors could assure 
their members and the curious the prisoners were treated fairly but sternly. 33 
33Robert D. Billinger, "With the Wehmacht in Florida: The German 
E O V  Facility at Camp Blanding, 1942-1946," Florida Historical Quarterly, 
58 (October 1979) : 172-74. 
- _- - 
In general, the prisoners' executive officer, established by his 
rank among fellow POWs, worked with the camp chaplain. Because most chap 
lains were not Lutheran, they brought local Lutheran pastors to preach in 
German and offer ccmmnion. Trapp served G e m  POWs in 1944. Fischer 
took Zion's German hymnals to the Leesburg, Starke and Lakeland camps to 
aid worship. No civilians could accmpany the pastors inside the camp but 
had to wait outside the campound until he returned. Occasionally, a few 
G e m s  were bussed under heavy guard to Zion, Gotha, for services. Once 
they participated in a cammion service and another tine they took part in 
a Christmas Eve celebration. During the Christmas service, the parishers 
stopped singing their English-language carols and listened in awe as the 
Germans sang the same carols in their native tongue. 34 
In Winter Haven, many of the Germans, devout Lutherans and quite 
homesick, appreciated Wesche's services. They expressed their gratitude 
for his bi-weekly visits by sending their Red Cross candy, chocolate and 
cigarettes to the pastor's children and parishoners. Even though Wsche 
could do no individual counseling, he did receive a letter several years 
later thanking him for having provided the soldiers w i t h  hope for the 
future of the German church. 35 
Trapp and Fischer attempted to keep their ministry to the PCB& 
and local servicemen from disrupting their normal duties. Trapp even 
3 4 ~ ~ ,  Minutes, November 27, 1944, describes Trapp's PW? ministry.  
The Fischer interview and an interview w i t h  Thanas Greenhaw, Octaber 30, 
1985, describe the church services at Zion. 
35~terview, Paul Wesche, December 18, 1983. 
- - 
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accepted more responsibility as he became a .leader of the Florida Pastoral 
Conference, a division of the Southern District. Having been the first 
Florida representative to a synodical convention in 1929 (Fischer was the 
second in 1932), he became the Florida circuit counselor. As the district 
representative, Trapp installed new pastors and supervised the district's 
mission projects, sometimes leaving Trinity for several consecutive Sundays. 
He continued to fly to the district conventions in New Orleans,36 and led 
Walther Ieague conferences and retreats. 
In 1945, Trapp attended synodical metings in Indiana to discuss 
post-war Lutheran evangelism, European relief and the reconstruction of the 
Freikirche. He also designed a local program to contact returning soldiers 
and other military personnel. Both Fischer and Trapp led panel discussions, 
promoted mission projects and presented theological addresses at the pastoral 
conferences. With these activities, the congregation considered calling a 
vicar or assistant pastor to help Trapp. 37 Fischer also felt the strain 
of his extra duties and supported the Florida Pastoral Conference's request 
for permanent pastors at Gainesville and Ocala, two congregations he served. 
Both Trinity's and Zion's members followed Trapp and Fischer's 
examples, wholeheartedly supporting America's war effort. Each July 4, 
the congregations celebrated patriotic festival services, praying for the 
safe return of their loved ones and victory for the Allies. They also 
36TR, Minutes, January 18, August 23, 1942; TR, Officers Minutes, 
February 7, 1944. 
371bid., January 12, 1946; TR, Minutes, January 14, October 14, 1945. 
_ _  - - 
included local servicemen in special processions. Each Mother's by, the 
congregations collected donations for the synod's Axmy and Navy Fund. 38 
Despite the loss of members, Trinity still maintained its &n 's 
Club, Junior and Senior Walther League chapters, Ladies' Society and the 
Cotta Circle. Zion maintained its Senior Walther League and wawn's group. 
When collections at Trinity failed to provide enough funds for the publishing 
of The Orlando Lutheran, Trinity's auxiliary organizations agreed to pay 
the expenses so the congregation could continue to publish the newspaper. 39 
The Walther lkaque 
Trinity's and Zion ' s young adult members were instrumental in main- 
taining the Florida chapter of the Walther League during the war. Trinity's 
Walther League, established in 1924, was the second oldest in the state, 
while the Junior organization, initiated five years later, was the oldest 
Lutheran high school group in the state. Zion's Senior chapter, founded in 
1928, was the third oldest. By 1934, there were fourteen societies in 
peninsular Florida and the International Walther League permitted these 
chapters to separate from the Dixie District and form the thirty-ninth 
Walther League District. At the district's first convention in Miami in 
November, 1934, delegates selected Trapp as Chailman for the Deprbnent of 
Christian Knowledge. Anna Hrvol served as Transportation Secretary and 
worked with Eunice Lineberger, Transportation Manager. By the time 
38T!R, Minutes, April 20, 1941; Fischer interview. 
39TR, Minutes, October 5, 1941. According to TR, Officers Minutes, 
May 31, 1943, of synod's Florida congregations, only Grace,Jacksonville, 
near Camp Blanding, did not show a net loss of members during the war .  
- 
America entered World War 11, Anna Hrvol, John Senkarik and Otis Lundqust 
served as district board members and in 1940, Wdquist was elected as 
district president. 
Trinity's Walther League members led the state in supporting the 
International Walther League's program. Elmer Trapp, chairman of the Florida 
Walther League District Golden Anniversary F'und drive, motivated Florida's 
Leaguers to become the first district to meet the quota of $570.27, helping 
the International Walther League raise $100,000 to erect a new headquarters 
building in Chicago. In 1942, the district tripled its quota by collecting 
$121.61 for the Army and Navy Fund. It met its quota through 1945, helping 
the League collect $120,000. 40 The Florida District also raised its funds 
for conventions and rallies, quite an acccpnplishment for the ninety-eight 
Senior and ninety-six Junior members, a small fraction of the League's 
56,000 members. 41 
Just as they had done before the war, the Orlando group led the 
Florida District's Choral Unions that highlighted the services at the 
annual League rallies. They also initiated the first of many Talent Quest 
contests, providing eachchapterwith a chance to canpete in the reading of 
religious poems, artwork, sewing projects or group performances. In 1943, 
after nine years, the Orlandoans won the contest. Unfortunately, the war 
took its toll. Many members entered the service (eleven from Trinity and 
two frcm Gotha) and others left their congregations because of job transfers. 
4oInfomation about the local and state chapters is found in Doromy 
M. Roth ,  ed., Tkn Years: The Walther League in Florida (Florida District 
Walther League, [1944] ) . Material about the International is found in Witt, 
"Youthful Years," pp. 11-12. 
41q1The Walther Ieague Manual," 1946, p. 47. 
Wesche's St.. Paul, Iakeland group started a preJunior High chapter because 
the congregation's Senior and high school-aged members left the area. His 
wife, Lucille, and children Paul and Audrey, formed the nucleus. The Ieague 
approved of this unique attempt to cope with the hardships caused by the war. 
Despite losing members to the war, Trapp and the congregation 
actively supported the Walther Mgue's work and kept the program functioning 
with thirty-ixo active members. The Trinity Leaguers, realizing war-time 
travel restrictions limited sumner vacations and inter-congregational £el- 
lowship, organized the district camping trips that coincided w i t h  state 
conventions. These camps paralleled the national Walther League camp 
mvement and included Bible study, devotions, song fests, croquet and base- 
ball. Wesche led this last activity because of his expertise. As a young 
man, Wksche had chosen the ministry even though the St. Louis Brms had 
offered h im a contract. 42 
At a local level, Trinity's Walther League led socials for Orlando 
Air Base servicemen, sponsored a movie night to shaw the synod's Board for 
Missions' production Power of God, collected groceries for the poor and 
donations for Trinity, Ft. Lauderdale's, Lutheran elementary and high 
mese activities were instrumental in maintaining the morale 
among members as the war  continued. The Leaguers also made a generous con- 
tribution in helping fund the congregation's biggest debt--the mrtgage- 
4 ~ t h ,  Ten Years, n. p. : a(, Minutes, April 12, 1942, describes 
the camping preparations. Baepler, Century of Grace, p. 317, describes the 
trends of the International. The Wesche interview includes the baseball 
story. 
43TR, Officers Minutes, October 11, February 5, 1942, Decenhr 3, 
February 24, 1941. 
_. - - 
The Trinitv mrtaase 
?he w a r  did not just take members frcm the congregation. It also 
gave Trinity m r e  prosperous times. Already in January, 1942, the voters 
included a special prayer of thanks because the secretary reported the 
congregation ' s financial picture was the best it had been in same time. A 
cmplete year's installment for the building mrtgage had been paid for the 
f i r s t  time since 1937. The congregation raised Trapp's salary $480 to to ta l  
$1,430 annually and f e l l  only $83 short of its 1942 budget. The voters also 
financed the purchase of the Missouri Synod's new service book, The Lutheran 
Hymnal. Congregational leaders requested pledges from members t o  donate 
the 210 hymnals necessary t o  serve the congregation. By April, 1943, mem- 
bers donated enough money t o  purchase 300 hymnals. 44 
Unfortunately, the congregation could not reduce the mortgage 
interest owed to  AAL. Unless the congregation could renegotiate a settle- 
ment, they would have t o  pay $3,047 annually in perpetuity. To demonstrate 
good stewardship and financial expertise, the members resolved to make a l l  
church repairs themselves. Erwin Puch fixed the roof and repainted the 
rai ls .  K a r l  Kasper repaired the Ruth Street door, the church gutters and 
the parsonage plurribing. Volunteers replaced the window lead. 45 
After two years of negotiations w i t h  AAL, congregational president 
Otis Lundquist signed a new mortgage agreement. H e  had pointed out that  
fund drives in 1943 and 1944, an every-member-visitation that included a 
solicitation for building fund pledges and the repair program provided 
4 4 ~ ~ ,  Minutes, January 11, 1942, January 10, April 11, 1943. 
451bid., January 10, 1943, October 14, 1945,. January 12, 1946; TR, 
Officers Minutes, September 27, November 15, October 3, 1943. 
- - 
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evidence that Trinity deserved a new contract. For the f i r s t  five years, 
the new interest charge would be 3.5 percent and 4.0 percent for the 
following five years. Besides the annual interest, $5,000 of the principle 
of $31,000 was payable during the next ten years. 46 
The congregation participated in local patriotic organizations and 
activities.  As president of the Orlando Professional and E3miness Plcmm's 
Organization, Anna Hrvol led several special meetings to  serve local ser- 
vicemn. The church membership purchased w a r  bonds and passed a congre- 
gational resolution to  voluntarily restr ict  driving even more than was 
permitted with the rationing coupons. Trinity's members also unanimously 
supported the cancellation of the 1943 Southern District convention and 
". . . permitted the present boards and officers t o  handle the business 
in the interest of National Defense. "47 ~nfortunately, there were some 
local events that reflected national synodical hesitancy to  promote inter- 
Lutheran cooperation except in e r g e n c y  situations. 
Orlando Lutherans and Fellowshix, with Other Lutherans 
Many hesitated to  support the Missouri Synod, ULCA and A K  efforts 
to  investigate fellawship. While 1938 and 1941 Missouri Synod conventions 
resolved t o  remove differences of doctrine and practice that existed between 
them and the other Lutheran synods and Lutheran Witness editors stated, 
"Such meetings are well-pleasing to  God,"  mst congregations had l i t t le  
46TR, Minutes, July 11, 1943, January 9, 1944, October 14 ,  1945. 
4 1 Ibid., October 8, 1944, January 10, 1943; The Orlando Lutheran, 
May 7, 1944; Proceedinqs, Southern D i s t r i c t  Convention, 1945, n. p. The 
quote is £ran TR, Officers Minutes, June 29, 1942. 
__.-  
contact with each other. While a few initiated inter-synodical cluster 
i 
rneetings and Miami pastors conducted social ministry activities together, 
distance and traditional fellawship restrictions created folmidable bar- 
riers for local ecumenical activities. 48 m e  Miklers of St. W e  never met 
any other Lutherans except when they attended Walther Ieague conventions. 
Trinity's and Zion's members met each other only at Walther Ieague rallies 
or the state camps and conventions. Several local Swedish lutherans, in- 
cluding Eleanor Lundquist's mother, considered joining Trinity but never 
feltwelcare. Traditional closed ccnrmunion at Trinity did not permit 
relatives to participate in the sacrament because their synods were not 
in fellowship. These non-Missouri Synod Lutherans joined a local 
Presbyterian congregation and remained loyal rrrrnbers until St. Paul, 
Orlando of the Augustana Synod began services in 1940. Lutherans in distant 
Masaryktawn had contact w i t h  only M y  of St. Luke when he filled their 
vacancy. Contacts were so limited that even when Trinity's and Zion's 
Walther &ague members went to the Augustana Synod's Camp Elmnuel in nearby 
Groveland, no Leaguers ever renumbered meeting w i t h  Zion, Groveland, 
rraerribers. 49 As late as 1945, most contacts between different congregations 
were still limited to the Walther League, but even these experiences were 
infrequent . 
48~lorida Pastoral Conference (FPC) , Minutes, describe a number of 
these local cluster meetings in Jacksonville, Empa and Miami. fiami social 
ministries were organized by the Miami Iutheran cluster group. The quote is 
frcm aUJ, February 29, 1944. 
49mler interview; Fischer interview; Imdquist interview; Inter- 
view, Reverend Henry Swanson, July 8, 1985. 
_ - -  
There was one new organization that did prmte inter-congregational 
cooperation--the Lutheran Women's Missionary league ( L m )  . In 1942, three 
years before the Augustana Synod or any other synod officially recognized 
its m ' s  auxiliary organization, the Missouri Synod approved the for- 
mation of a m ' s  organization to aid the church in distributing 
" . . . mission aid, mission inspiration and mission service, "50 to needy 
people and college students. The raised funds by using mite boxes, 
tiny cardboard cubes in which they collected spare change. The women re- 
ceived pelmission to elect national and district officers and meet annually 
to select appropriate mission projects. Like the Florida Walther League, 
. the IM!G separated from Southern District supervision well before the 
Florida pastors succeeded in forming their awn district. In November, 
1945, eleven church bodies, including Trinity (Zion joined in 1947) sent 
representatives to Trinity, Ft. Lauderdale and organized the Florida Branch 
of the Southern District Lutheran Wonw's Missionary League. They elected 
Mrs. Virginia Bellhorn of Trinity, Ft. Lauderdale (and later St. Luke, 
Slavia) as president of their chapter, designated fifty percent of their 
$1,001.03 mite box proceeds to European relief and gathered clothing and 
religious literature to send to war refugees. 51 
As the war ended, Lutherans in Florida appeared ready to create 
their own regional organizations. The LWML and the Walther League were 
independent of their parent Southern District organizations. If the 
50 Meyer, Moving Frontiers, p. 309. 
51Mrs. Paul Kuntz, "History of the Florida-Georgia District of 
the W," 1952. 
-- .- 
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peninsular synodical congregations followed this lead, it might change 
their relationships with other central Florida Lutheran congregations that 
belonged to the SELC and Augustana Synod. Perhaps this action would help 
the pastors plan for the ministry challenges unique to Florida at the close 
of the war-urbanization, rapid population gruwth and ministry to the 
blacks. 
Tririity's and Zion's congregations had survived the rigors of the 
war.  Trinity's naembers had solved their mortgage problem and both congre- 
gations maintained their auxiliary organizations. Trapp and Fischer managed 
to lead the congregations despite the loss of many members to the service 
and to other industrial areas. They had even accepted more responsibility 
at the district, and, in Trapp's case, the synodical level. Despite the 
war-time problems, congregational growth continued and auxiliary organizations 
like the Walther League and LWML firmly established their institutional 
stability. The difficult times also made Orlando's Missouri Synod Lutherans 
aware of their other Lutheran neighbors. Orlando's urbanization and popu- 
lation increase required Trinity's and Zion's members to confront the 
traditional limitation of altar fellawship to a select few that shared 
rtmbership in the Synodical Conference. It was time for a unified 
approach to ministry in the Orlando area. Would Orlando's Lutherans create 
a stable institutional structure that could serve the people of pinsular 
Floridasor would they continue to depend upon distant headquarters for 
absentee leadership? 
THE UllTHERANS IN CENTRAL ETOFUIlA--SU>VAKS AND SWEDES 
The Trinity, Zion and New Upsala Lutherans were not the only 
Lutherans to establish congregations in the Orlando area. Between 1910 and 
1940, three groups of Slovak settlers and one group of Illinois Swedes caole 
to Florida to start farming camunities and fom Lutheran congregations. 
They experienced m y  of the difficulties that confronted the other 
Lutherans. A shortage of pastors hindered the develo~t of Lutheran 
ccmmnities. The distances fran Orlando limited contacts with the urban 
population and not until the Depression did they develop tentative associa- 
tions with Lutherans in the city. Another reason for their "provincialism" 
was their status as colony settlments. fhch like the New Upsala Swedes, 
these groups established ccmni%ts to felluw settlers and cmpanies when 
they arrived in Florida. Initially, the stories of these four satellite 
Lutheran camunities are independent of Trinity, Orlando and Zion, Gotha's 
developnent. Not until the war years and the post-war formation of 
Augustana and ~Missowi Synod districts that included Florida d~ these out- 
lying congregations exert any influence on the Missouri Synod Lutherans 
in Orlando- 
I 
The Slovaks -- Z e l  lwmd, Slavia and Masaryktmn 
R W@ 
% Lutherans in Zellwmd, the first Slovak camunity in central Florida, 
failed to establish a cxmnmity congregation. The second settlenwt, SlaYia, 
became the Slovak headquarters for the region but only after two  decades of 
163 
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severe trials. The third c m i t y ,  Masaryktam, was large enough to mrit 
occasional missionary visits but not large enough to support a full-time 
pastor. The story of these Lutherans in the three camunities provides a 
representative description of Slovak experiences in the United States. 
The mass migration of Slovak inmigrants to America began about 1880. 
By 1899, there were between 160,000 and 200,000 Slovaks in the United States 
and their numbers continued to increase until World War I. Most left 
Austria-Hungary in order to improve their depressed econcmic, social and 
legal status in a country ~Ilfiose monarchy favored the Catholic Magyar popu- 
lation. Settling primarily in the eastern seaboard states, many Lutheran 
Slovaks joined non-Lutheran denominations while a few f o m d  joint congre- 
gations w i t h  the Reformed. Between 1883 and 1900, Slovaks organized twenty- 
two Lutheran congregations but formed no synodical organization. 
In 1902, in Connellsville, Pennsylvania, ten pastors and four lay- 
men representing fifteen congregations established the Slovak Evangelical 
Lutheran Church. While a minority desired membership in the mre orthodox 
Missouri Synod as a non-geographical district, the majority f o m d  their 
own synod, uniting with congregations that shared a c m n  Slovak language. 
They also considered membership in the General Council, an eastern Lutheran 
synod. 
In 1908, the SELC joined the Missouri Synod-led Synodical Conference. 
Its leadership sent its theological students to Missouri Synod colleges and 
seminaries. The remainder of the Slovaks who preferred the eastern General 
Council, less conservative theology and "Anerican" brand of Lutheranism, 
f o m d  the Slovak Zion Synod (SZS) in 1919. In 1920, the SZS joined the 
-- - 
- 
ULCA as a separate bilingual non-geographical district,' gaining a status 
similar to that of the English District in the Missouri Synod. Both the 
SELC and SZS attempted to establish congregations in Slovak settlemnts 
in Florida. 
In 1911, a group of Chicago Slovaks mved to Zellwood to establish 
a farming comrmnity. They were probably led by SELC Pastor John Pelikan. 
To enhance camunity pride and maintain Slovak cultural traditions, the 
Zellwood Slovaks fonnedthe Bethel Branch Ncrmber 12 of the Evangelical 
Slovak Union in America. By 1912, they greatly outnumbered the eight 
Slovaks who established Slavia. 
Only a handful of the Zellwmd settlers were interested in Lutheran 
worship. If they desired pastoral services,' they had to wait for mission 
pastors who were infrequently sent to visit Zellwood, Slavia or other 
small comrmnities. Reverend John Ko'arik of St. John Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Tarentum, Pennsylvania, visited Zellwood and Slavia in 1915 and 
1918. During brief stays, Kolarik baptized children and confirmed two 
girls who had been catechized by their mother. Reverend Joseph D i n d a  of 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church, Johnston, Pennsylvania and the son of Slavia's 
Michael D i n d a ,  Sr., baptized several children when he visited Zellwood in 
the spring of 1920. Not until early 1924 did someone other than a layman 
serve the group. Vicar John Ehjus, who had served part of his 1923-24 tern 
in Ohio, was reassigned by the SELC Mission Board to serve Zellwood and 
Slavia. 
'Nklson, Gutheram in North America, pp. 277-78. 
- 
Bajus began work in the two camunities in February, 1924. *cause 
the Lutheran population in Zellwood included only three families (the mdics, 
Svrlangas and Slochars), he convinced them t o  attend Sunday worship a t  
St .  Luke, Slavia. In return, each Thursday Bajus traveled to Zellwood to 
teach the children Slovak, Bible lessons and confirmation instruction. 
This arrangement established a precedent, because after  Bajus' term, the 
members a t  St. Luke reques te the  services of a full-time pastor and en- 
couraged the missionaries to  stay in Slavia. St.  m e ' s  membership also 
reinbursed t h e m  for travel expenses and other services. These arrangements 
guaranteed the importance of St.  Luke, relegating Zellwood to  an infrequent 
mission stop for Slovak pastors serving central Florida. 2 
The Zellwwd Lutherans'never formed a congregation. They had to  
join other denaninations or travel great distances to  worship with Lutherans. 
The Slovak cultural practices that  were perpetuated by the Bethel folk 
organization made it possible to  preserve Slovak heritage without main- 
taining religious practices. Other Slovaks in central Florida had t o  
establish congregations to preserve Slovak Lutheran practices. 
Slavia 
The Slavia colony, established in 1912, surmounted many diff icult ies 
to becane the "Trinity" of the : F'lorida Slovaks. In April, 1911, a handful 
of rural central European emigrants mved to  Florida to establish a farming 
c m i t y .  Reverend Ieopold Alexander Jarosi of Holy Trinity Slovak 
L Paul W. Wehr, Like a bbstard Seed: The Slavia Settlement (Chuluota, 
Florida: Mickler House, 1982), pp. 49-61, 72-73. 
_. - - 
Lutheran Church in  ~ l e v e l A d  had investigated s i tes  near Taft, Oviedo and 
Bartow. Martin Stanko, a former member of the Zellwmd c m i t y ,  accom- 
panied him t o  Florida. After hearing their  enthusiastic report, the 
Slovaks incorporated themselves as the Slavia Colony f 2 a p . n ~  and capitalized 
their  operation by selling 500 shares of stock for $50 each. They sent two 
mre groups t o  reexamine the s i tes  and selected Slavia, an area three miles 
southwest of Oviedo. 
Several stockholders moved their families to  Slavia and started 
fanning and timbering. After 1915, stockholders exchanged stock for land. 
When only a few stockholders remained, they divided the unsold land m n g  
themselves, allotting it according to  how mch stock each still possessed. 
By 1928, the Slavia Colony Ccmpany had purchased 1,200 acres of land paid 
for its surveying and platting, leased timber and turpentine rights for 
the owners and bore the expense of the litigation to  secure the t i t l e  to  
the property. By creating a capany, the Slovak families had pooled their  
resources, guaranteed themselves stabil i ty andattracted additional 
colonists . 3 
The f i r s t  set t lers ,  the Joseph Mikler family, George J a k x i n ,  
Stephen Johman and Andrew Duda, Sr., l e f t  Cleveland in February, 1912. 
When the families arrived in  Slavia, they lived in a-few dilapidated shacks, 
drained wooded muckland and cleared gardens. Some sold surplus vegetables 
t o  Orlando storeowners. By 1913, the population of the Slavia Colony 
numbered three families, two married couples and nine other adults. 
J Ibid., pp. 1, 4-10, 37. 
_. - - 
The sett lers,  needing money for well-drilling, housing planks and 
f m  implements, tr ied to obtain work locally. Several members of the 
conmunity purchased a sawmill but poor management and an early exhaustion 
of timber forced them t o  close the m i l l .  Michael D i n d a ,  Sr., was  discharged 
from his job a t  an Oviedo shingle m i l l  af ter  he refused to purchase goods 
a t  the ccmpany store. Andy Duda and Joe Mikler cut cypress logs in the 
swamps but had to pack citrus when the land was  timbered out. George 
Jakubcin lost  his citrus grove t o  canker. The Dudas, Joe W l e r  and George 
Jakubcin l e f t  Slavia for several years t o  earn enough mney to guarantee 
their  financial stability. The Slovaks also faced loneliness because the 
comrmnity was quite far from other settlements. One resident who lived 
be-en Goldenrod and Union Park ccmnented, "At that t i m e ,  Slavia was 
light-years away ! "4 
As citrus improved during the early twenties, many of the set t lers  
accepted jobs in the Oviedo packing plant. Stanko opened a local general 
store and gas station near the r a i l  siding. When Mikler proved that  celery 
fanning could be profitable, families helped each other harvest their  crops 
and shipped the celery t o  Atlanta and Savannah. To increase celery pro- 
duction and c a b a t  flooding, the corrnrmnity leaders f o m d  the Slavia 
Drainage District. A $31,000 Reconstruction Finance Corporation laan 
helped carrplete the project. 
During the thirt ies,  the Slovaks no longer faced isolation *and a 
frontier life-style. Several purchased tractors and trucks and enlarged 
4~bid . ,  pp. 15-24. The quote is by Herb Schnell. 
_ _  -- - 
thei r  farms. Others bought au-biles and visited Slovaks in Masaryktawn 
and Zellwood or  shopped in  Orlando and W i A t e r .  Park. M a i l  was delivered to 
new boxes in Gabriella, located on Dean Road two miles west of Slavia. 
-r lines supplied electr ici ty for  the camunity. Wing this period 
of prosperity, the colony's members called Reverend Stephen Tuhy to serve 
thei r  congregation as thei r  f i r s t  full-time minister. 
The Foundinq: of St. Luke 
Despite the terr ible living conditions in early Slavia, the Slarmks 
always m e t  in hornes or  shacks for  Sunday worship. Like the Trinity and 
Zion members had done, la- read £ran the Slovak B i b l e  and a book of 
s e m n s .  On Sunday, March 17, 1912, a f te r  Reverend John Pankuch of Cleveland 
suggested the nw £om a voters' assembly and congregation, eight men estab- 
lished the congregation of St. Luke the Evangelizer. Aware of the spiritual 
welfare and religious education the congregation could provide, the lnenbers 
soon discovered its possibili t ies for providing financial aid. 
In 1913, the members feared they could not continue the Slovak 
Christmas tradition of distributing oplatkey, large wafers of unleavened 
bread on which honey was spread. Ihe colonists requested wafers fran Holy 
Trinity, Cleveland but could not reimburse the congregation. They asked 
other SEX congregation tosend contributions. When they received dmatians, 
the congregation loaned h d s  to  those who needed money. atis self-help 
aided many members throucjh di f f icul t  e c o n d c  times. 6 
'Bid., pp. 26-35. For more information about the early celery 
business, see A. Duda and Sons publication Gruwing, Sumner, 1985. 
self-help is described in ibid., pp. 39-41. 
- . I  
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Early worship was conducted in quite primitive surroundings. The 
f i r s t  church building, a shack, had no organ and contained backless, hcme- 
made wooden benches. In 1922, the congregation mved the shack to a per- 
manent site and furnished the sanctuary. They established a building 
fund in 1928 and in four years the collection totaled $1,034.31. The mem- 
bers purchased a lectern, communion flagon, candleholders, candlesticks, 
crucifix and reed organ. 
While the set t lers '  interdependence and congregational l i f e  helped 
them survive dif f icul t  e c o n d c  times, frontier isolation and financial 
problems. The SELC's inability t o  supply a pastor made members feel the 
synod ". . . ignored the set t lers  as i f  they w e r e  a bunch of cat t le  with 
no religion." Between 1913 arid 1924 there were only three recorded pastoral 
v is i ts .  Desiring regular services, some members transferred. Heated 
discussions about church finances resulted in the excornrmnication of a 
IlEeniber. 
Other tensions in the congregation were similar t o  those a t  Trinity 
and Zion. When lay readers chanted the antiphon and benediction, the voters 
requested the cantors refrain from changing the way things had been. W e l l -  
intentioned voters also directed pastors to  ca l l  on delinquent members, 
making them feel persecuted or  singled out for  a~barrassnent .~  Perhaps the 
congregation could solve some of its problems i f  it obtained the services 
of a permanent pastor. 
'Ibid., pp. 41-47. The quote is from Michael D i n d a ,  Sr. 
_. - - 
As early as 1915, calling a full-time pastor was one of the primary 
goals of the tiny congregation. PastorsJoseph Kolarik and Joseph D i n d a  
served Slavia when they visited Zellwood. When Vicar John E3ajus served them 
the first half of 1924, he obtained released time for religious instruction 
for the Slovak children who attended Oviedo's public.schoo1, convinced three 
Zellwood families to join the congregation, catechized thirteen youths and 
led the congregation's atternpt to secure a constitution, a seal and mem 
bership in the SELC. Wing this successful period, the voters set a one 
dollar minim as the individual monthly contribution. 
When Bajus left, the SELC sent several pastors to serve the congre- 
gation. Six pastors, including Dinda and Kolarik, visited the congregation 
between 1925 and 1928. Professor Joseph Vojtko arrived in mid-1928 and 
conducted a marriage ceremony and baptism. He also represented St. Luke 
at the 1928 SELC convention and encouraged the mission board to send visiting 
pastors to serve the mmbers . 
During Pastor Andrew Ihrizdak's term in 1929, the voters organized 
a Sunday school, formed a choir and hplemnted an envelope system to 
systematize congregational contributions for designated projects. Gustav 
Lams, a Slavia student at Concordia lkachers College, River Forest, con- 
ducted confirmation classes. F o m r  members returned to the prosAperous 
colony. 8 
In 1931, the voters requested the SELC Mission Board send a permanent 
pastor. The SELC partially fulfilled the request, sending Vicar Joseph Fabry 
8 Ibid., pp. 60-64. me 1928 membership totals of fifty baptized and 
thirty-two cammicants are similar to those of Zion, Gotha, during this 
time. 
-. . . 
__.- - .  
in May, 1931 and arranging for Trapp to distribute camnunion. WhileFabry's 
presence did not placate the congregation, he instructed the confimands 
and organized a Luther League, the SELC's counterpart to the Missouri 
Synod's Walther Ieague. 
In April, 1934, Reverend Stephen Tuhy-began a six-month tern in 
Slavia. When Tuhy received a call to another congregation, individual . 
voters volunteered to pay portions of the salary so they could offer Tuhy 
$65 per mnth. The congregation was deteLmined not to rely upon the-mis- 
sion board for assistance because it could reassign m y  to another congre- 
gation like the Missouri Synod had done with those who served in Gotha. 
When Tuhy accepted the call, the Slavia Colony settlers had fulfilled a 
twenty-two year dream. They created a stable rural canmunity, educated 
their children and acquired a full-time pastor. 
Between 1912 and 1935 the congregation had grown from eight to 
eighty-three members. There were fifty-six camunicants, nineteen voters, 
eighteen attended released-time classes, twenty-seven attended Sunday 
school and eighteen were m r s  of the youth-league. A Wopnen's Ieague, 
similar to Trinity's Cotta Circle, and a Literary Ieague provided activities 
for those interested in corrmunity projects or church service. The first 
generation had cqleted its task of establishing a permanent settlement 
and congregation. 
Tuhy held regular services in a frame church and encouraged the 
members to continue their building drive. 'Ihe congregation purchased 
'Bid., pp. 62-68. 
thirteen acres of land i n  1934 and financed the construction of the $2,700 
parsonage that  was cap le ted  i n  the f a l l  of 1935. Four years later, tl 
congregation finished construction of a $7,421 brick church. 10 This success 
provided the members w i t h  renewed confidence in their future. 
The pastor encouraged them to  consider other types of ministry. 
In 1939, to  serve theyouthswho attended Oviedo's schools, the congregation 
ini t ia ted monthly English vespers. The voters permitted Tuhy to conduct 
Sunday mrning English services a t  8:30 A. M. and he also held Ehglish- 
language adult classes t o  encourage nearby people to join. In 1941 the 
congregation printed a weekly church bullet in enti t led Svetlo (The Light). 
This publicized congregational ac t iv i t ies  and news . 
Tuhy in i t ia ted  a nursery schwl. Interest  grew in education and by the 
end of World W a r  11, the congregation considered s tar t ing a Christian day 
school. The members planned t o  develop a Ham for  Children and Old Follts. 
In 1937, the congregation offered the SEXC five acres for  t h i s  project but 
because of the Depression it w a s  forced to proceed on its own. This project 
became rea l i ty  just a f t e r  World War 11. 11 
One possible reason for  t h i s  act ivi ty  and success during the w a r  
years was the agricultural nature of the camunity. Celery prices rose 
to eight dollars a crate and prior  Duda corporation expansion projects 
(that included new holdings i n  Zellwood, Kissme and Belle Glade) enabled 
1°Wkber, "Lutheran Church in Florida," p. 63. 
llMikler interview; Ferdinand Duda, Fif t ie th  Anniversary Wll l e t in  
(Winter Park, Florida: Rollins Press, n. d.),  pp. 11-13. 
_ -- - 
the Dudas to contribute generously to the congregation. Florida's "golden 
celery" became popular because of its unique sun-bleached color and taste 
and provided the congregation with a different type of gold. In 1943 and 
1944, the Andrew Duda family gave $60,000 for  the proposed school and 
$40,000 for  the future orphanage and old'folk's haw. 12 
A second reason for  the congregation's success was  its status as a 
war- ti^^ agricultural center. M o s t  members mrked in agriculture and re- 
ceived autanatic draft  deferments. This helped the congregation maintain 
stable leadership, quite a contrast to Trinity. Paul Mikler's war-time 
experience w a s  an exception, rather than the rule, in the congregation. 13 
Tuhy's duties as the only permanent SELC pastor in Florida made 
kim responsible for  mission mrk. In 1934, m y  visited Masaryktown, a 
Slovak settlement th i r ty  miles north of Tampa.and 114 miles west of Slavia. 
In the ccmnunity, there w a s  a treasury, church officers and a record bool: 
but no Lutheran services were being held. H e  and Andy Duda, who knew many 
of the residents, canvassed the tam. l4 In thei r  mnthly v i s i t s  to the 
comrmnity, they discovered that Masaryktawn had a history similar to that 
of Zellwood and Slavia. 
In 1924, Joseph Joscak, editor of The New Yorksky Dennik, a daily 
Slovak newspaper in New York City, profioted Florida's beauty, climate and 
l h b e r ,  "Lutheran Church in Florida, " p. 64; G-g. 
"ma- church in Florida," p. 35; Duda, Fiftieth 
Anniversary, p. 13. 
-. .- 
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rich soil .  Excited by the Florida land boom, Joscak formed the Hernando 
Plantation Ccenpany and raised funds to  buy land in Florida. Its members 
sold shares for $1,000 each and guaranteed the share-holder twenty acres 
for each share purchased. A camittee of five, including Helmina Getting 
-01 (whose stepdaughter Anna Hrvol served Trinity), explored one site 
near Orlando and another ten miles south of Brooksville on U. S. Highway 
41. They found the Orlando region too swampy but the Hemando County land 
was suitable for citrus. 15 
Milan Getting, a shareholder who was  the Czech Consul for 
Pennsylvania and West Virginia, investigated the area more thoroughly. He 
received information fran the agricultural department of the University 
of Florida that the Hernando County region was a cold pocket susceptible 
t o  freezes. A Tampa editor of the Florida Grower advised him the area was 
safe for citrus. 
In December, 1924, a party of 135 fran Ohio, Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey and New York, traveled by train f ran Washingtcn, ;Dm C. , to Tampa and 
chartered busses t o  take them to the si te .  Like the Slavia colonists, 
they found the area uninhabited except for a few blacks and uncleared 
except for a sawnil1 and small Baptist church. They namd their carrmunity 
after  Thanas Masaryk (the f i r s t  president of newly-created Czechoslovakia), 
their north-south streets after  American Presidents, the east-west streets 
after  Czechoslovak poets, writers and heroes and their main street for 
President Wilson because he had helped create Czechoslovakia. The 
Catholics lived west of Wilson Street and the Lutherans lived to  the east. 
15~rmina W o l ,  "A Brief History of M a s q k t a n , "  n. d., p; 1. 
- - 
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The grass streets divided the town into square blocks with ten lots in each 
block. The mmbers designated the nearby sinkhole as their  c m i t y  
meeting s i te .  Upon carpletion of thethree-day exploratory t r ip ,  they 
journeyed home and made arrangements to  mve their. families to the area. 
Not until  1926 did mst of the settlers return. Primarily college- 
educated doctors, lawyers and professors, they erected their.cement block 
homes and made the Masaryk Hotel their  social gathering place. Carmunity 
members started a grocery store and a g r m  school. Hard frosts in the 
cold pocket during the late twenties destroyed the fledgling citrus coopera- 
tive, forcing many t o  leave the comrmnity. Those who remained, including 
some families whose fathers, like those in Slavia, had l e f t  them behind to 
raise money elsewhere, grew onions, sweet potatoes and c u ~ r s .  These 
crops had no market and not until  one se t t le r  started a poultry egg farm 
did the comrmnity have a profitable product. Publix markets and Tampa 
store owners purchased the eggs. A canning factory also began operation in 
1932. For four years it employed about twenty-five people during the season. 
They canned orange juice, grapefruit sections, vegetables and meat. It also 
16 
closed as the Depression depleted its meager capital. . 
Tbm camunity organizations, the Zivena Society and the Sokol, 
helped people maintain cc~rmunity sp i r i t  during the Depression. Mrs. J. M. 
Bradac, a founder of the wanen's Zivena Society, encouraged this  group to  
raise what money it could to provide aid for local needy families. During 
the winter months, the society served family-style chicken dinners, kolacky 
and strudel to  tourists who cam from Tampa, Brooksville and St. Petersbmg. 
161bid., pp. 2-4; Interview, Reverend Donald .Wlrgdorf, April 8, 1984. 
__-  
To entertain the tourists, the supported the fomation of the Beseda, 
a group of folk dancers who performed in ornate costumes. Bradac also 
encouraged the national Zivena Society to build an old folks' hane. Many 
retirees were mving into the Tampa region and this presented another oppor- 
tunity to help the e c o n q .  Although the men did not create an auxiliary 
fund raising organization, they fonned the Sokol, a gymastics society,. in 
1932.. They believed strong bodies built  healthy minds. 17 
When several colonists arrived in 1930, the SZS of the ULCA attempted 
to establish a corrmunity.Iutheran church. Probably because of the Depression 
and the absence of pastors, the congregation collapsed shortly after its 
formation. Former SELC members foxred their awn c m i t y  Lutheran worship 
group. In 1933 they located some Slovak hymnbooks, listened to lay readers 
and used the 1922 Slovak prayer book in services. In contrast to the Slavia 
colony, they chanted their church liturgy as they had in the old country. 
Like the New Upsala Svedes, they shared several traditional cultural activ- 
i t i e s  w i t h  the larger non-Lutheran population. 
Each Christmas, they distributed the oplatkey. A t  Easter, the can- 
rrmnity's members distributed painted eggs to close friends and relatives. 
A t  Pentecost, they distributed lepa leaves from the linden tree. This re- 
minded the people it' was "cleaning time" for their souls. 
Three secular festivals highlighted the camunity's calendar. .Each 
March they celebrated Masaryk's birthday and in October they carmemorated 
Czech independence day. Hawever, the Lutheran event of the year took place 
17 b o l ,  "Masaqktown, ", pp. 2-4. 
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on the fourth Sunday of each January. The Dorcas Society, f o e  during 
the Depression by the women whose husbands had gone ehewhere toeam 
mney, served an annual chicken paprikash dinner t o  raise mney for the 
possible revival of a Lutheran congregation. These patr iot ic  and religious 
ac t iv i t ies  maintained the Lutheran and comrmnity s p i r i t  during the Depression 
and preserved the Lutheran desire to reestablish a congregation. 18 
The unstable econcmic times and lack of a vis i t ing pastor (only 
Voijta in 1928 and Tuhy in 1934 vis i ted the comrmnity) discouraged many 
from attending the reading services. By 1940, the congregation had disbanded. 
Tuhy and Duda made the i r  canvass i n  1940 and while vis i t ing the mission once 
o r  twice a month, revived interest  in organizing a congregation. It w a s  
formally reorganized on October 17, 1943, with twenty charter members. 
While the war involved many of the young men in  the town, Tuhy carefully 
maintained the congregation's slow but steady growth. Finally, in 1954, 
the congregation dedicated its own church building and called the f i r s t  
permanent pastor, Candidate Paul Grexa. 19 
Tuhy's service and the ccnmunity s p i r i t  fostered by cultural and 
religious festivals kept alive the Lutherans' hopes the congregation would 
revive. The abi l i ty  of the camunity to establish new enterprises when 
the weather o r  economic d i f f icul t ies  destroyed fledgling trades also gave 
the Lutherans a chance to restart their congregation. Like in Slavia, the 
colony system provided the i n i t i a l  sL&ility to create a camunity. 
181nterview, Martin Gavora, Anna Matis, Susie Rosko, April 8, 1984, 
describes the Lutherans' attempts to  preserve religious and cultural practices. 
19Duda, F i f t ie th  Anniversary, p. 12, describes Tuhy's ministry in 
Masaryktown. "Dedication Semice;".Holy Trinity, Masaqktam, May 9, 1982, 
sum~lrizes the years of reorganization and the calling of Grexa. 
_ - -  
Unlike New Upsala, a natural disaster did not destroy the colony. Unlike 
Slavia, the conrrmnity spirit survived because of its cultural identity and 
Lutherans and Catholics shared in the carmunity's hardships and celebrations. 
A desire to restart the congregation contributed to the enthusiasm exhibited 
by those settlers who celebrated the many festivals. 
The Augustana Synod in Orlando 
In 1940, Orlando residents formed the second Lutheran church in the 
city. St. Paul, Orlando, became a temporary mission of the pastor at Zion, 
Groveland. The Augustana Synod that awned property in New Upkala had estab- 
lished a congregation in the heart of Orlando. 
In 1910, a group of Rockford, Illinois Swedes, drawn by the prcmise 
of fertile farms and rich groves, mved to the mall ccnmunity of Groveland, 
then called Taylorville. These Lutherans held occasional reading services 
until 1915 when Norman Swanson, a member of mezer, Pierson and principal 
of Groveland's school, requested %enezerls members permit their pastor to 
organize a congregation in Groveland. At the time, Ebenezer, Pierson, the 
first successful Augustana congregation in Florida (1884), was served by 
Pastor A. T. Fant. Wing his four mnth tern at Ebenezer, Fant visited 
Groveland several times, as did his successor, Pastor J. E. Swanbcm. 20 
20~eber, "Lutheran Church in Florida, " p. 30; Interview, Ehna  Moeckel, 
April 8, 1984. Arvid J. Peterson, Ninetieth Anniversary, 188401974, n. p., 
describes the history of Ebenezer, Pierson. Driscoll, Florida Synod, p. 127 
and Zion, g rove land ' s "Fiftieth Anniversary elebration, " provide more in- 
formation about the interrelationships between Ebenezer and Zion. These 
last two sources also list a G. F. Swanban in place of J. E. -, but 
this apparently is a mistake in transcribing records. Driscoll includes no 
G. F. Swanbcm in his official list of pastors who served in Florida. 
__ - -  - 
On May 17, 1919, in the home of Mr. and Mrs. Albert Anderson, f i f -  
teen Groveland citizens signed the congregation's charter. The families 
started a choir and Sunday school. Unfortunately, several members returned 
t o  Rockford in 1920 and in  1922, a f te r  a few vis i t s ,  Smhm also returned 
north. Pastor J. P. Ieaf, a pastor wfio had served in Tennessee, was  
stationed in m e z e r  and visited Zion during Holy Week, 1922. Because 
pastoral visi tors  came infrequently, lay readers led most services, even 
when Pastor 0. 0. Eckardt, also frcm Pierson, reorganized the congregation 
in la te  1922. 21 
During his  pastorate, Eckardt baptized the congregation's f i r s t  
Florida-born child. He also brought the Pierson choir t o  perfom a cantata 
in Groveland's Methodist church to celebrate Zion's f i r s t  fund drive to 
build a faci l i ty.  During the th i r t ies  the Pierson choir visited Zion each 
year, camping in Groveland the Saturday night before the service and re- 
turning t o  Pierson the next afternoon. 22 
Zion's members ccmpleted their  f i r s t  church building in 1924 and 
when Eckardt's duties in Pierson prevented him £ran visi t ing Zion, Pastor 
S. H. Newman, a Swede by bir th (as had been Eckardt and Swanborn) , served 
21 "~iiftieth Anniversary Celebration, " Zion, Groveland; Driscoll , 
Florida Synod, p. 127. While there is no record when the Zion congregation 
worshiped in Swedish, i f  they had, one may assume they worshiped in Ehglish 
af ter  1925. See Arden, Auqustana Heritaqe, p. 251, for more information 
about the language transition. 
22 '1~ i f t i e th  Anniversary Celebration, " Zion; Interview, Paul E. 
Bouman, July 8, 1985. 
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the congregation for the next five years. Newman apparently bcxxght a house, 
because in 1932 the congregation purchased "the parsonage" £ran him. Be- 
cause the congregation and tawn grew when a samill began operatiom locally, 
the congregation's members felt they could support a full-time pastor and 
wanted to offer the candidates-the use of a parsonage. 
Wing Newman's pastorate, Zion's membership increased. They for- 
mally incorporated the church, witnessed their first local confirmation 
service in 1926 and added an altar rail and piano to their furnishings. 
By 1930, the Depression severely hurt the Pierson Swedes. In a reversal of 
roles, Zion's members sent Newman, "their" pastor, to serve Ebenezer even 
though the members could not pay him. 23 
Newman also helped form the Southeastern Mission District of the 
Augustana Synod, attending its constituting convention in Pierson in 1925. 
Delegates chose Eckardt as president and Newman as treasurer, an office he 
held for six years. In 1926 and 1930, Newman hosted conventions at Zion. 
There were seven Augustana congregations in Florida and almost 300 mmbe~s. 
Four additional congregations in Alabama were included in the mission 
district, but the majority of &rs lived on Florida's "gold coast." 
Only Ebenezer, Zion and the non-functioning New Upsala congregation were 
located outside the resort area. 24 
L3 Weber, "Lutheran Church in Florida, " p. 30 ; "Fiftieth Anniversary 
Celebration," Zion, n. p. Driscoll, Florida Synod, n. p., provides sane 
biographical information about each pastor who served in Florida. Peterson, 
Ninetieth Anniversary, describes mezer's hardships during the Depression. 
24Driscoll, Florida Synod, n. p. 
-. -- - 
In 1931, D r .  August Norrbam, a supply pastor who unsuccessfully 
attempted to  revive the New Upsala congregation in 1930, replaced Newman a t  
Pierson and Groveland. H e  served part-time un t i l  Zion called its f i r s t  fu l l -  
time pastor, J. A. Mattson, wbo served frm 1932-36. By this t i m e  the  church 
furnishings included an organ, a s t a i n e d  glass winduw and a sidewalk. 
In 1936, one year a f t e r  Mattson hosted the Southeastern Mission 
Conference meetings, he helped the congregation develop a new mission, the  
Camp Emanuel r e t r ea t  center. Mrs. Selma Carlson presented the congregation 
two and one-half acres located on a nearby lake in mmry of her son and 
daughter-in-law, Pastor and Mrs. Robert Elmnuel Carlson. Carlson had been 
serving a Methodist church i n  the Keys in 1935 and was ki l led  in the hurri- 
cane tha t  swept through southern Florida t h a t  f a l l .  Selma Carlson donated 
$500 a s  a memorial fo r  the construction of a Methodist church in LaBelle 
t h a t  had been b u i l t  i n  Carlson's honor. She f e l t  she should a l so  give a 
donation t o  her home congregation. After the Fr i tz  Holmgren family donated 
an adjacent t r a c t  of land that doubled the s i ze  of the site, the members 
cleared the grounds, planted shrubbery and painted another s t ructure  used 
a s  an assembly hall .  In July, 1937, twenty-four Luther Leaguers held a 
three-day re t r ea t  t o  mark the opening of the fac i l i ty .  Missouri Synod 
Walther Ieaguers, including Trinity and Zion members, held a t  least one 
sumner camp in Groveland during the w a r .  25 
25 if tieth Anniversary Celebration, " Zion ; !beckel interview; 
&ber, "Lutheran Church in Florida, " p. 31 ; Driscoll, Florida Synod, p. 80. 
Roth, Ten Y e a r s ,  n. p., describes the Walther League camp, though supplies 
no date f o r  the act ivi ty .  
-- - 
During the next several years, Zion's members expanded Camp Emanuel. 
Using lumber from an old building in Groveland, the members constructed the 
first dining roan. Two years later, in 1940, they built a warm's dormitory. 
After World War 11, members purchased surplus materials from an abandoned 
army camp and built "the barn, " (a boys ' dorm) and several cabins. Zion's 
. congregation supervised the camp until 1957 when the Florida District of 
the Augustana Synod took responsibility for its expansion and .upkeep as it 
developed a system of outdoor retreat centers to serve the rapidly-gruwing 
Florida population and the increasing nmhr of tourists. 26 
In 1936, Pastor 0. E. Liden, a forrner chaplain at the Old Peoples' 
Hame in Evanston, Illinois, replaced Mattson. Liden, the first American- 
born pastor to serve Zion, also became the Southeastern District's secretary 
(1 938-40) and president (1 941) and continued the congregational tradition 
of hosting a district convention in 1939. Like Trapp had done in Gotha 
in 1916, Liden served Zion, the outlying congregation, while he initiated 
work in Orlando. Like Trapp had done in the early twenties, Liden organized 
a number of Augustana Lutherans into an Orlando congregation and left 
Groveland in 1941. 
Pastor Carl H. Nelson replaced him in the late fall of 1941. Nelson, 
born in Sweden in 1875, was sixty-six years old when he arrived. His tern 
as pastor is symbolic of the problems Zion faced during its first fifty 
years. Buring the previous pastorates, of those whose ages are known, 
Eckardt at fifty was the youngest to serve the congregation. Mattson, whose 
four-year tern as a full-time pastor was the second-longest tern, was seventy 
26Driscoll, Florida Synod, pp. 80-81. 
- -- '' ~t appears the mgustana Mission when he accepted the position. 
Board classified Zion as  an "easy" pastorate because it had few cammicants 
and used it as a "resort" for  retired pastors. This, when coupled with the 
tawn's slow gruwth, may explain why Zion never los t  its mission status. 
Nelson's pastorate lasted long enough for  him to send six of the 
congregation's f i f t y  members off to  war in 1942. 28 lhis is a similar ratio 
to  that  experienced by Trinity's congregation and rather high when campared 
to St. Luke's to ta l  of one in the service. One may wonder why Zion, located 
in a ci trus area and the same size congregation as St. Luke, did not have 
as many members receive deferment status as those in Slavia. 
Pastor S. F. Hamnerlof arrived in la te  December, 1942, to  replace 
the retired Nelson. He also f i t  the mold of Zion's pastors, having been 
born in Sweden and sixty-six years old when he took office. Despite his 
age, Hamerlof ini t iated planning for a new parsonage and church. H e  also 
may have established contacts with a pan-mtheran group of C l e m n t  
Lutherans interested in organizing a congregation. By the end of Wbrld 
W a r  11, his  congregation ncrmbered sixty baptized and fifty-three carrrmni- 
cants . 29 The increase in the t a m ' s  population, tourism and outdoor camping 
appeared to guarantee success for Zion and Camp Ehanuel. Hawever, one 
might note the congregation did not have many children. Because the tra- 
ditional age for  a confirmand wastmelveor thirteen, one may assume there 
w e r e  only seven children (or fewer!) in the congregation. 
271bid., n. p. ; "Fiftieth Anniversary Celebration, " Zion. 
291bid. ; Driscoll, Florida Synod, n. p. 
The Augustana Synod's -&hasis of urban ministry that began in 1946 
had its central Florida precedent i n  pre-World W a r  I1 Orlando. Liden, per- 
haps knowledgable of Trapp's activities in Gotha and Orlando, started his 
ministry in a rural mission headquarters and nurtured the growth of a a m g r e  
gation in Orlando. Liden, a f t e r  working in Orlando fo r  almost years, 
moved to the c i ty  when the mission board reassigned h im to Orlando. 30 
When Liden began working in Orlando, there were a nunber of Augustana 
Lutherans, sane of Wedish extraction who desired to f o m  a new congregation. 
They f e l t  unwelcm a t  Trinity because the Missouri Synod principle of 
closed cammion forbade the i r  camtuning a t  Trinity. Like in New Upsala 
f i f t y  years earlier, several joined a local Presbyterian congregation. 
However, they still desired to  establish a new Augustana congregation. 31 
After contacting a nunnber of families, Liden met  the group in one of the 
member's hams on September 27, 1940. Liden, the twelve adults and nine 
children formed St. Paul. After worshiping i n  homes fo r  several more manths, 
they arranged to use a Seventh Day Adventist church on Rosalind Street and 
Robinson Avenue where they held services and Sunday school u n t i l  the spring 
of 1945. Mrs. 0. E. Liden played the organ and directed the choir. 
In 1945, the mission board transferred the New Upsala property to 
St. Paul's ownership 'and authorized the congregation to move the church 
building t o  the new site. After discovering the availabil i ty of the 
Orlando Christian Qlurch on the comer of East Church and South Lake streets, 
30Nore G. Gustafson, "The St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran ( h .  of 
Orlando, Florida," n. d., p. 1. 
31~dquist interview; Swanson interview. 
- 
the congregation bid.on the property and applied for a $13,50Omission 
board loan. It acquired a three percent interest rate for the loan and 
renovated the building so it would be ready for services on Easter Sunday, 
1945. St. Paul's members faced the post-war era with the challenge of 
serving a gruwing urban population. Membership increased to eighty-four 
adults and thirty children when several Carolina families moved into the 
area. 
32 
Members of St. Luke, Slavia and Zion, Groveland used the colony 
method to provide stability for their settlemnts in the early twentieth 
century. Despite frontier-like isolation, economic hardship and infrequent 
pastoral care, the members persevered in their attempts to maintain their 
worship traditions. By 1945 the St. Luke congregation had laid the ground- 
work for a ccmplete. Lutheran camunity that could care for its needs from 
the "cradle to the grave." Tuhy became the "Slovak Fischer, " reviving the 
Masaryktown mission. Zion, Groveland served as. the "Augustana Gotha, I' pro- 
viding occasional support.for Ebenezer, Pierson and starting St. Paul, 
Orlando. Later, Zion's members initiated mission activities in Ieesburg 
and Clexmnt. St. Luke, Slavia, Zion, Groveland and St. Paul, Orlando 
played instmmntal roles in establishing Augustana and Missouri Synod 
districts that included Florida. They also developed new mission enter- 
prises to serve the needs of the people of Florida in the post-war era. 
32Gustafson, "St. Paul ' s , I' pp . 1-2; Swamon interview; Driscoll, 
Florida Synod, n. p. 
CHAPTER VII 
THE END OF THE WAR-- LmxEmNS ORGAJVIZE 
By 1945, the Florida e r s  of the Augustana and Missouri synods 
p r m t e d  plans for creating independent regional synodical associations. 
The Slovaks, particularly those in Slavia, did not fom a district in their 
synod but played an instnmental role in expanding the Missouri Synod's 
Florida missions. The new distr icts  accepted the challenges of the post- 
w a r  era and organized an institutional structure t o  serve the people of 
central Florida . 
Florida in 1945 
Orlandam had several reasons t o  celebrate in 1945. In March they 
carmerorated the state centennial, sponsoring dawntown street dances and 
parades. When the Germans surrendered in May, more that 1,200 participated 
in a parade that included white and black miliary personnel and a Wornens' 
Army Corps unit, field guns and a captured German V-1 robot plane. On 
August 1, 1945, 18,000 celebrants watched demonstrations a t  the Orlando 
Air Base that camanrated the founding: .of ithe -.Air . Force. Orlando ' s V J  
Day activities capped the celebrations, with civilians driving their  cars 
in the parade because gas rationing had ended. 1 
The state government began refurbishing roads and buildings that 
had suffered war-time neglect. The state initiated a junior college system 
1 3his paragraph is a brief sunmary of Bacon, Orlando, 2, "1945." 
-. .- 
to provide local education for high school graduates who then could finish 
a t  Florida A. and M. (for blacks), Florida State (nuw pelmitted to include 
m) and the University of Florida (naw pelmitted to include m) . 'lb 
finance these projects that  had been delayed by the war, the legislature 
approved a three percent sales tax on food and clothing purchases under 
$ 1 0 . ~  Floridians also could take advantage of the new business boan that  
act-ied the s ta te ' s  rapid population growth follawing the war .  
One problem began to  occupy many people's attentions--black rights. 
In Orlando, the blacks started aweekly newspaper and chamber of c-rce 
and worked for better econmic and voting rights. A strike by black citrus 
workers in 1947, an attmpted conversion of the Roxy Theater to  serve blacks, 
requests by blacks to  participate in  Orlando's w h i t e  primary and the rezoning 
of black neighborhoods created local tensions. Tnman's appoinment of 
only two Sutherners t o  the f ifteen-r Mttee on Civil Rights mti- 
vated Floridian support for Stran Thummnd's Dixie-crats. 
Despite these problems, local organizations aided European refugees. 
Orlando's Jaycees encouraged each family to adopt a family in Volos, Greece. 
3 Like the LWML, the Jaycees fed and.clothed as many as possible. Orlandoans 
appeared t o  be doing their part to  heal the wounds of the war and f u l f i l l  
the prcmise of the future. 
2Tebeau, History of Florida, pp. 423-26. 
3 Ibid.; Bacon, Orlando, 2: 137-39, 160-63. 
__-- -  - 
Orlando's Lutherans Orqanize 
During the post-warprosperity, tempered by racial tensions, the 
two synods with representatives in Orlando organized autonamus Florida 
districts. St. Paul, Orlando and Zion, Groveland of the Augustma Synod 
acccmplished this task in 1946. Trinity, Orlando and Zion, Gotha helped 
the Missouri Synod's Florida constituency form a district in 1948. St. Luke, 
Slavia, aided the Missouri Synod formation of the district. 
During the war years, the Augustana Synod's Home Mission Board 
recognized Florida ' s potential for new ministries. The Southeastern Mission 
District received support fran the board as it planned to establish retire- 
ment comrmnities, camping centers and urban congregations. The board also 
encouraged the district's involvement in the Lutheran ecumenical m v e ~ ~ ~ ~ t .  
In 1946, there were only seven Augustana congregations in Florida. 
The two in the Orlando area symbolized the synod's dilemna. The older, 
established congregation, Zion, was located in a rural comrmnity. St. Paul, 
the newer congregation, was located in a rapidly-gracing urban area. The 
1946 delegates to the Southeastern Mission District convention in Ft. 
Lauderdale, interested in a-istrating their awn ' expansion program, re- 
quested the Augustana Synod coordinate its task w i t h  that of other Lutherans 
in Florida. With fairly limited resources, there was no need for Lutherans 
to squander money in canpetition w i t h  each other. The Augustana Synod's 
mission board consulted the NIC's panoLutheran niission board (The SELC and 
Missouri Synod were not members of the NLC), and in 1947, arranged the 
funding of the sites delegated to its new Florida ~istrict.~ Perhaps the 
4~riscoll, Florida Synod, PP. 24-25. 
-- - 
- 
Augustana Synod's new Board of Youth Activities could advise the Luther 
League in canvassing neighborhoods, while the established Lutheran 
Brotherhood men's organization and Women's Ieague could aid the financing 
of missions. 
Zion, Groveland and St. Paul, Orlando participated in this new 
venture. Pastor Hamnarlof of Zion attended the constituting convention of 
the Florida District and prepared Zion's members for the task of supporting 
missions in Leesburg and Clemnt. When he was killed in an auto accident 
in January, 1951, Pastor M. L. Swanson ccmpleted these projects and organized 
a mission in Deland. 
Pastor 0. E. Liden's duties kept him in Orlando. In 1948, the church 
board authorized the construction of a parsonage, sold the property located 
on the north shore of Lake Ivanhoe and installed an organ. In 1950, the 
congregation became self -supporting, tripling its 1944 membership to total 
197 adults and sixty-two children. The congregation burned the church 
mortgage four years after entering the building. The property sale and con- 
tributions of tourists and winter visitors helped St. Paul's members fulfill 
their mission potential. 5 
With St. Paul 's and Zion 's assistance, the new Florida District's 
mmbership grew rapidly. In 1946 there were* only 1,085 baptized with 822 
comrmnicants in eight congregations. By 1950 there were nine congregations, 
1,942 baptized, 1,478 confimds and three tentative mission sites in central 
Florida. This growth reflected the synod's general success. In 1945, the 
5~id., p. 127 ; "Fiftieth Anniversary Celebration, " Zion; Gustafson, 
"St. Paul's," p. 4. 
Augustana Synod had only 275,000 members in the United States. By 1950, 
it included 375,000. 6 
Trinity in Transition 
The local Missouri Synod congregations benefitted fran Orlando's 
post-war prosperity and population increase. Like the Augustana congre- 
gations, they supported a similar attempt to w i n  autonay by creating a 
separate Missouri Synod district. The auxiliary organizations played an 
instrumntal part in establishing the thirty-ninth Missouri Synod district 
and, despite Trapp's failing health, the Florida Pastoral Conference worked 
for the creation of the new organization. Trinity's members played a major 
role in the formation of the district and maintained the church's auxiliary 
organizations and ministry during the transition that took place when Trapp 
fell ill. 
When the war ended, Trinity's Senior Walther Leaguers collected 
clothing for the synod's Wrgenq Planning Council. Others publicized the 
arrival of Mrs. Larry Meyer of St. Louis. She addressed the second annual 
~lorida conference LWML at Trinity, describing the visit her husband, 
Pastor Laurence Meyer, executive director of the synod's Ehergency Planning 
Council, had made to Europe while accompanying synodical president John W. 
Behnken. In 1945, President Truman granted Meyer and Behnken permission to 
survey Europe's needs and make recamendations for physical and spiritual 
relief. Tbey created the synod's "Marshall Plan" to reconstruct the Lutheran 
church in Germany and Europe and aid the war refugees. By 1947, the synod's 
centennial, the members contributed more than $1,000,000 for German welfare 
'~riscoll, Florida Synod, n. p. ; Nelson, Lutherans in North America, 
p. 483. 
_ - -  
and the 60,000 mYnber WML designated $1,000,000 per year for an orphanage, 
clothing and food collections and the distribution of German hymnbooks, 
Bibles and catechisms. 7 
Trinity's members also were encouraged by their new member drive. 
Three of the new members helped form a men ' s club that considered d r s h i p  
in the Lutheran Laymans League, a synodical organization that supported 
Lutheran Hour broadcasts and other mission ventures. ?he congregation re- 
duced its church mortgage to $30,000 and prepared-.for the 1946 Southern 
District Convention. For almost fifteen years, Trapp, Trinity's members 
and colleagues in peninsular Florida had worked for the formation of a 
district to meet the area's unique challenges. Unfortunately, disaster 
struck the 321 member congregation. Trapp fell deathly ill. 8 
By the end of 1945, there had been indications Trapp was suffering 
Iran ill health. He occasionally forgot appoin-tments or could not remember 
where he had parked his car. By early 1946, Trapp carried an anmonia-soaked 
handkerchief during services so he could revive himself when he began to 
lose consciousness. It was obvious he needed immediate medical help. 
7 ~ ~ ,  Minutes, April 14, 1946; Mrs. Paul Kuntz, "History of the 
Florida-Georgia District of the m," 1952, n. p.; John W. Behnken, Mission 
to Europe (St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1947), pp. 4, 7. This 
pamphlet describes M e n ' s  and Meyer's twwmnth trip to Europe and their 
observations of Germany's condition. Kohlhoff, "Missouri Synod Lutherans," 
chapter 7, lists more centennial and refugee projects. 
8 ~ ~ ,  Minutes, April 14, 1946; Kunze, Golden Anniversary Booklet, 
n. p.; 1946 Parochial Report, Southern District, n. p. 
'~ames and Carl Kunze interviews; Erwin Puch interview; Otis Lundqust 
interview. According to another interview, after several incidents that scrne 
members considered were enhrrassing to the congregation, these members 
attempted to mmve Trapp from Trinity's ministry. When the nature of his 
illness became known, they supported those who desired to call a taprary 
student pastor to replace'Trapp while he convalesced. 
-. .- - 
The family took Trapp to a Tampa cl in ic  and the congregation gave an emr- 
gency advance of Trapp's salary to the family so they could pay fo r  medical 
expenses. The congregation held a special meeting on June 9, 1946, t o  re- 
quest the services of a student pastor unt i l  Trapp returned t o  health. Should 
no one be available, the officers would serve as lay readers. While Trapp 
received treatroent fo r  a brain tmr, no lay reader o r  student pastor was 
needed because Tuhy and Fischer served the congregation. They ably carried 
out Trinity 's  responsibilities and even accepted f ive new members. 10 How- 
ever, the i r  successes were overshadowed by Trapp's death on July 10, 1946. 
Wsche of St. Paul, Lakeland, delivered the funeral address. Pastor 
Fred Lorberg, chairman of the Florida Circuit Executive Ccrrmittee (of which 
Trapp had been a longstanding member) and M y  officiated a t  the service. 
The pallbearers included several representatives of the =ecutive cornnittee, 
including Fischer. A newspaper obituary stated that one of his most impor- 
t an t  g i f t s  was that  "He was congenial and friendly, always willing t o  help 
others even a t  the expense of his  uwn health. "11 
Trapp's term of service resulted in the organization of the largest 
Lutheran congregation in peninsular Florida. He  had also helped develop 
plans for  a new Florida D i s t r i c t  and had accepted the time-consuming duties 
of c i rcu i t  vis i tor ,  install ing and observing pastors who entered the area. 
If  Fischer had been the "planter," then Trapp was the "cultivator." His 
careful nurturing of youth groups, wcenen's and men's auxiliary organizations 
and new congregations established Lutheran insti tutions in Florida. 
'O~lmer Trapp interview; TR, Officers Minutes, June 27, 1946; TR, 
Minutes, June 9, July 21, 1946. 
ll~lipping, July 13, 1946, no ti t le,  Catherine Campbell interview. 
__ -- - 
After Trapp w& i n b m  in Maryland, his surviving wife, Marie, 
and. four sons faced an hmdiate problem. Trap had not joined the e l s  
retirement and survivor program for synodical c b &  workers. Mamie 
had to apply for a special dispmation so she could collect the pasimr's 
benefits. While the congregation paid all medical and fimeral bills and 
pelmitted the family to use the parsonage for several months, Marie's heal* 
w a s  not good and she still had to support her teenage son, G w q e ,  Jr. 3-2 
Synod's off icial  reaction to her applicatirm was -rwei.L 
Edwin Sarmer, chairman of the synod's Board of w r t  and Rens3ms, 
While Pastor Trapp was not a member of the Bmsion Etmd, . . - 
th i s  application w i l l  be given firm consideratiam, althuqh the 
reaction of our Board to requests of this kind is not always as 
generous as when a P"f3ion Ftmd rmber or his widow m q u e s b  
financial assistance. 
While the final pension se t t lemnt  is not imw, T&~Lty*s -ti- 
her a mnthly alluwance unt i l  she died in 1971. 14 
Congregational activities continued during and after the T b q p  
tragedy. For the first time, the cmgreqal5.m listed i ts m m h r  in the 
telephone directory. It sent John Senkarik to the S C R l t k m  lEstz&e an- 
vention in New Orleans, donated $100 to the bluopean R e U &  find and cum- 
piled a list of prospective pastors. Ch Ocbcber 10, 1946, Plaitla Tbbyms zdwker. 
the congregation asked Southem D i s t r i c t  President& W. H. B D l l s  kopmm5(lae 
a list of. candidates for Trinity's vacancy. Ebl l s  mp1fed by mmhg IWCB 
121bid.; James Kunze Interview; 'IR, OffIoers Mmkes, Jmy lgS, ll946, 
Conference (m), Qmesgmdence. Gibam, pastor at THmiQr* F L  
played a role e M l a r  to rrapp's in bvekphg  soulth Fla3da misshas a 
__ - - 
candidates, pastors A. H. Besalski of New Orleans and Fred C. Stein of 
St. Iouis. Besalski had served a downtown church in New Orleans, worked 
with blacks in Alabama and P(3Ws in Iouisiana. Stein had been a chaplain 
during the war. The call camittee selected Besalski. Tuhy, Fischer and 
Dr. Eifrig (a retired River Forest science professor living in Gotha) 
ministered to the congregation until Besalski arrived. These nw installed 
him on January 19, 1947. 15 Td$gyFj$tg:&j$p,k q . 7 - l  ;: -.;
, . , ' - . . r w : $ ~ ; ~ . : ~ ~ ~  
Besalski faced a challenge. The congregation had not had its uwn 
pastor since mid-1946. While Tuhy and Fischer had adequately provided part- 
time support, auxiliary organizations and congregational duties probably 
lost some coordination as they functioned without their pastor. Huwever, 
the crisisalso required congregational officers and camnittee members to 
camrmnicate more with each other as they attempted to maintain the congre- 
gation's activities. 
Besalski restructured the congregation's Christian education program. 
He reorganized the Sunday school and included the superintendent in all 
board meetings. He established a Board of Education to investigate the 
possibility of starting a Christian day school and initiated Wednesday 
evening doctrine classes to provide prospective members an opportunity to 
learn about Lutheranism. At the suggestion of several e r s ,  Besalski 
attended chic functions and led devotions. He visited Jaycee and YMCA 
auxiliary rketings and led prayers at a meeting of the Orlando Friends of 
151bid. ; TR, Officers Minutes, October 4, Noverrber 15, December 19, 
1946; TR, Minutes, July 21, August 3, 1946. FPC, Minutes, Octaber 26, 1943, 
provide the information about Besalski. 
__ - - 
the Library. He delivered several brief radio devotionals and served a 
I 
college sorority. Those who suggested these activities were concerned w i t h  
Trinity's image as a luwer-class Gelman wngregation. Many in local social 
circles, including attorneys - and. doctors, BFd not -knw w h a t  a Iutheran 
was. Besalski is credited w i t h  improving Trinity's public relations and 
accessibility after the war. 16 
Besalski, with very few other district duties, had a chance to 
"fine-tune" Trinity's ministry to the Orlando cammity. His activities 
did not interfere with regular congregational duties. His public visibility 
even enhanced the congregation's ability to solve budget problems. 
The congregation, experiencing the post-war bocm, adopted a $15,600 
budget for 1948, twice that of the budget of 1945. Pleased w i t h  Besalski's 
activities, the congregation raised the pastor's salary $1,000, totaling 
$2,700 annually. The members also celebrated the building's twentieth 
anniversary and the synod's centennial by collecting an additional $1,400 
thank offering for missions. As the congregatian cantinually m e t  the AAt 
mortgage payments, it also solved a vexing pmblem. !Lbe organ had worn 
out. The members sold it to Zion, Gotha for $250 and plrchased another for 
$1,000. They cqleted these transactions in time bo host the first  con- 
vention of the Florida-Georgia District. 17 
Besalski ably replaced Trapp. While he aphasized a mre visible 
presence in Otlando's social circles, he did not neglect his amgregatim. 
16~amek Kunze interview; Otis  st interview; IR, Officers 
Minutes, January 30, Febnmry 21, June 5, 1947. 
171bid., April 10, N m m b r  10, December 30, 1947, Jan- 29, 
1948. 
__ _-- - 
A reemphasis of Christian education and the congregation ' s prosperity earned 
Besalski the respect of the FPC. The conference rewarded his ministry by 
selecting his congregation to host the first convention of the new district. 
The Formation of the Florida-Georqia District 
During the developnent of the Florida mission field, a nunher of 
problems challenged the pastors. As members of the Southern District, they 
traveled great distances to attend conventions or pastoral rneetings in New 
Orleans. Like the Slavia Colony mmbers, they felt ignored by the district, 
frequently awaiting delayed'replies to pressing questions or the assigning of 
additional workers. To a1 leviate ,these problems, the Southern District 
created a Florida pastoral conference. Beginning w i t h  the Orlando meeting 
of October 29, 1924, the peninsular pastors met biannually to discuss mission 
problems, share theological papers and develop programs to minister to the 
rapidly-growing population. Theconferences also provided three days of 
fellawship.for clergy whose nomal circle of colleagues did not include 
lutheran pastors. 
An examination of conference papers provides insight to the pastors' 
concerns between 1924 and 1947. During the first few years, topics included 
preparation for sennbns, ministering to the sick and the challenges presented 
by liberals and fundamntalists . .&, the conference included mre pastors 
and congregations, speakers selected appropriate items. They presented can- 
muni ty  canvass plans, debated the place of w m e n  in the church, discussed 
the staffing of missions in Ft. Myers, Ocala, Cocoa and HaMna and info- 
new missionaries about Florida's specific needs. 18 
18E'PC, Minutes, Ebmber 1, 1928, October -23, 1930, October 26, 1931, 
October 20, 1932, October 24, 1933, October 27, 1936, April 28, 1942. 
Because Florida's population grew so quickly, the pastors frequently 
discussed public relations and publicity techniques. They ccmpiled lists of 
successful advertising campaigns that included the posting of roadmarkers, 
handbills, hotel bulletins and the distribution ofpanphlets in libraries. 
The Miami-area pastors led proposals for fianancing radio broadcasts. At 
several other metings, they discussed the creation of the Florida Lutheran 
Messenqer to aid regional camunication, l9 but the Depression apparently 
made funding impossible. 
As the number of Lutheran congregations in Florida increased, the 
pastors m t  missionaries from other Lutheran bodies. In several meetings, 
they discussed how Lutheran synods differed in their interpretations of ' 
Biblical inspiration, an impttant topic because of Missouri Synod fellcm- 
ship discussions at the time. During the Missouri Synod-Zsmrican Lutheran 
Church fellmhip discussions, the conference officially encouraged cooper- 
ation with other Lutherans in Florida. 20 
The pastors did not limit their work to Lutheran circles. They cri- 
tiqued several high school texts because they conta*ed "ungodly" approaches 
to creation and developed a proposal to secure released time for confirman& 
who attended public schools. Finally, they delegated the responsibilities 
of serving POWs and Florida military bases to several pastors, including 
191bid., October 29, 1932, October 24, 1939. 
201bid., October 25, 1938, October 24, 1939, October 26, 1943. 
- 
Trapp, Fischer and Wesche. 2r --&spite these conferences, the members - still 
felt the distance to New Orleans presented their mst difficult problan. 
Southern District executives attempted to alleviate the problems of 
attending district conventions. Tb take advantage of lower rail rates, they 
moved the convention date to precede Mardi Gras. Unfortunately, this did 
not satisfy the pastors because the rates did not apply to Florida travelers, 
and each pastor missed at least one Tpnten. service. 22 This last difficulty 
was particularly galling because at that tine, "Q1urches are filled with 
strangers who are upset . . . because they find either reading services, 
or, as in most cases, no services at all. "23 When the Florida pastors did 
not receive printed minutes eightmnths after a convention and the Southern 
District rejected the conference's suggestion of a June convention date, 
they felt they were ignored and treated as second-class members. 24 
m e  problems of travel, expenses and missed services plagued-Florida 
representatives. In 1946, the district granted all Florida representatives 
the opportunity to travel by. plane to attend conventions. But even this was 
not satisfactory. Conference representatives pointed out the cost was pro- 
hibitive. In 1947, it cost $2,.221 to fly tmmty-one Florida pastors and 
delegates to New Orleans. It cost $9,999.04 to bring the other sixty-one 
21~bid., April 6, 1937, May 6, 1943, April 18, October 31, 1944. 
22~astor A. H. Klamt to the Florida Conference, September 28, 1930. 
23FPC to Southern '.District Board of D i r e c t o s ,  October 27, 1930. 
24FPC, Minutes, Septenhr 28, October 27, 1930. 
district representatives to the c~nvention.~~ A separate district could 
cut convention expenses measurably. 
A second problem that frustrated the Florida Conference was the 
shortage of mission workers. In 1928, the conference recamnended a missionary 
be sent to Gotha. When none was sent, Fischer began serving-and continued 
to do so until the early fifties. He never received a formal assigment to 
the congregation until 1931. Another incident made it appear the Southern 
District did not pay much attention to Florida. The conference requested the 
district send a missionary to serve Gainesville and Ocala. The members sug- 
gested that Candidate Richard Lineberger, a former member of Wesche's congre- 
gation and one who frequently attended worship at Trinity with his sister 
Eunice, take over the responsibility because he was familiar w i t h  the area 
and could minister to the students at the University of Florida because he 
was near their age. Lineberger was assigned to a New Orleans congregation 
and no one was assigned to the missions. Naturally, the conference members 
recognized the district's mission board was beset by financial problems 
during the Depression and probably could not send anyone. But everything 
seemed to stay "at home" when budgets were cut. The continuing shortage of 
housing, personnel and the district's failure to appoint a local field 
secretary also dissatisfied the pastors. 26 
25 Pennission to travel by plane was granted in a letter, A. H. Klamt 
' to Pastor L. C. Gerbhardt, 1946. E. J. Berqt to C. F. K e l l e m ,  June 7, 
1947, includes a camwt about the cost of flying the pastors to district 
conventions. 
2 6 ~ ~ ~ ,  Minutes, Ndvenbr 1, 1928, October 26, 1933, April 18, 1939. 
Another frustrating episode occurred when the Florida Conference 
I M L  helped the New Orleans U?ML chapters purchase a mission trailer. When 
the Iouisiana chapters restricted its use to only that state, the Florida 
pastors protested on behalf of their WML organizations. m e  restrictiom 
were lifted but again. it appeared - Florida did not warrant any special 
attention. Another appeal for missionaries included a list of eighty-five 
Florida cities that had more than 2,000 inhabitants. mly twenty-six had 
Lutheran churches and thirteen cities of mre than 5,000, including Sanford, 
Tallahassee and Deland,had no Lutheran church. In desperation the conference 
suggested newly-retired pastors serve these mission stations. 27 perhaps 
they had observed the Augustana Synod's success in maintaining central Florida 
congregations by using retirees. 
These difficulties exaggerated tensions betmen the district and the 
conference. Frustrations surfaced. At the same time the WML protested the 
trailer restrictions, theFlorida pastors complained there were no Florida 
members on the Southern District.Board of Directors. N6 Floridian had even 
been ncminated for a position. They also heard there were board mmbers 
who had not attended district meetings and asked that because the 
participation of the menber s  of the Southern District Board leave 
rmch to be desired, . . . we respectfully request that the . 
delinquent members b& rebuked and achnonished and encouraged to 
faithfulness in the trust placed upon them. 
After District President Holls corrected their misinformation, they withdrew 
I 
their protest. 28 
27E'PC Bcecutive M t t e e  (EC) , Minutes, December 10, 1945; FPC, 
Minutes, April 23, 1946, October 28, 1947. 
28FFCEC, Minutes, July 9, 1946. The quote is fran ibid., Deaaber 
10, 1945. 
lbst of the time cooler heads prevailed. No one suggested secession 
frm the parent district except when the district faced dif f icul t  financial 
problems during the Depression. In 1933, the conference requested the 
Florida congregations pursue membership in the new Southeastern D i s t r i c t  
that included mst of the coastal states between New York and Georgia. At 
that  time there were only three independent Florida congregations, so the 
conference decided it should not join the undercapitalized venture. 29 
As Florida's pastors assumed responsibility for their  needs and f e l t  
"neglected," the conference provided an opportunity for fellawship with other 
synodical groups. In 1935, Wo Tampa pastors, Dr.  Conrad of the Augustana 
Synod and Pastor Marinck of the Nomegian Lutheran Church, attended a con- 
ference as guests. Other coriferences included representatives from other 
synods, but none were as readily accepted as Tuhy of St. Luke. While 
synodical policy dictated the temination of fraternal.discussion w i t h  other 
church bodies and forced the conference to rescind its resolution t o  pray 
30 
w i t h  other guests, Tuhy, a Synodical Qnference colleague, could still 
attend. 
Only months af te r  he became a full-time pastor a t  St. Luke, Tuhy 
was  accepted as a ,member of the conference. He was. given f u l l  :rights of 
rmbership and presented a paper a t  the next meeting. It'was entitled, 
"Martin Luther-A Pattern for the Preachers of the Present Day." Five years 
later,  Pastor L. A. Jamsi, the SELC president, attended i v i t h  Tuhy. 
2 9 ~ ~ ~ ,  Minutes, October 24, 1933, April 6, 1937. ' 
301bid., October 29, 1935, October 28, 1942, October 26, 1943; 
FPCEC, Minutes, July 10, 1944. 
Unfortunately, after Tuhy joined, other duties kept him fran attending 
regularly. He missed several conferences and did not infom the officials 
I 
in time to permit them to find a substitute for his key-note address or 
theological treatise. In 1939, the conference fomally chastised Tuhy for 
not attending regularly and requested ". . . frcm him information as to his 
desire for continued membership w i t h  us. Had my's conference w r -  
ship resulted in a destruction of bonds that tied together several Orlando 
congregations? 
W y  apparently had been called to other SELC duties. As the only 
SELC pastor in Florida, Tuhy served on the SELC Executive Board, assisted 
the SELC's Eastern Conference Mission board, served Masaryktm and developed 
a "Haven of Mercy, " an orphanage and old folks ' h m .  32 Despite the tension, 
Tbhy made it clear the orphanage and old 'folks' hame was available to mem- 
bers of the Southern and Southeastern districts. His service to Trinity 
during Trapp's illness reaffimd the conference's trust in him. 
'Ituo events occurred before the Florida Conference became the Florida- 
Georgia District. In 1944, at St. Paul, Lakeland, the members celebrated 
Fischer's fiftieth year of ministry. Despite his rather nebulous position 
in the Southern District, the Florida Conference recognized his contributions 
to the growing mission areas of Florida. During the thirties and forties 
his preaching stations included Gainesville, Mims, Titusville, Williston, 
Ocala, Ieesburg, P(SW camps and military fa~ilities.~~ The man who "planted" 
31FPC, Minutes, October 30, 1934, April 23, 1935, April 28, 1939. 
';he quote is fran ibid., October 24, 1939. 
32 Ibid., October 23, 1945. 
331bid., October 31, 1944. 
Lutheran missions in Florida still served faithfully after a half-century 
of service. 
The second important event was the start of black missions in Florida. 
During the forties, the International Walther league raised questions in be- 
half of blacks. When plans weremade for integrated conferences, camps and 
conventions, serious conflicts arose over listening to "non-church" voices 
or if the organization should listen to its uwn leaders. 34 
Until 1944, any black pastor that desired to join the Missouri Synod 
had to join the Synodical Conference. This separate arrangmt continued 
until the Missouri Synod accepted a black pastor into membership in the 
fifties. For a brief time the synod considered folming a separate black 
conference (much like the @ntral Jurisdiction of the Pkthodist church, 
the Missouri Synod's mglish District and the Slovak Zion Synod in the 
ULCA), but most people supported full integration. Gradually districts 
admitted black pastors and congregations into membership. The Southern 
District, which had the largest concentration of black pastors and congre- 
gations, continued to support a separate structure. Not until 1961 did the 
Southern District accept blacks. 35 
Peninsular Florida's first black mission (probably in Tampa) was 
sinply cammdededfor its fine work in 1941. It was not until 1947 that 
Tuhy requested an Alabama field missionary be sent to Florida to investi- 
gate sites for work m n g  blacks. mat sumner, Synodical Conference repre- 
sentative Pastor William Kennel canvassed Jacksonville, Tampa, Miami, 
3%itt, "Youthful Years," p. 17. 
35Ert1, God's Amazinq Grace, pp. 93-94. 
__ .c- -. 
Orlando and St. Petersburg. H e  recomnended the synod begin work in the 
f i r s t  three sites as soon as possible. 36 Additional requests for black 
missions in Gainesville and Ocala could not be f i l led by the understaffed 
Florida conference. Kennell convinced the Synodical Canference to assign a 
man to the Jacksonville area and serve the Tampa and Orlando-Slaviaareas 
. i f  he had the H e  probably wanted the Synodical Conference to  begin 
supporting traveling missionaries m n g  blacks like the Reiseprediqeren had 
done for the whites years before. 
The Florida Conference of the I W L  considered a black mission pro- 
ject, and one pastor suggested the'Florida conference utilize the services 
of Pastor A. J. Mckod, a black Episcopalian in Hamestead. Unfortunately, 
the man w a s  divorced, preached a t  lkthodist and Baptist services and there 
w a s  no one capable of examining him to grant membership in the conference. 
H e  would have to apply to the Synodical Conference for the appropriate 
measures . 
38 
The developnent of Florida's black missions temporarily ended until 
the mid-fifties. The responsibilities of creating a new distr ict  probably 
absorbed most of the conference's energies. Social traditions also limited 
local ministry to  blacks. No one in Gotha, Groveland, Slavia or Orlando 
3 6 ~ ,  Minutes, April 22, 1941, April 22, 1947; FPCEC, Minutes, 
i~eptember 16, 1947. 
37~. F. Helms to William Kennell, June 10, 1947; Kennell to Helms, 
October 22, 1947. 
3 8 ~ ,  Minutes, October 29, 1947. 
remembered blacks attending services. Trapp privately ccmnmed a black ' 
Sanford 'family during the war, but they apparently returned north after the 
war. endedm3' When carpared to a t  least one other Protestant body, the 
Iutherans were quite late in developing their ministry to blacks. T k  
miscopalians had purchased land for a "colored mission" in west Orlando in 
1896 and bui1t.a church in 1897. 40 
Despite the problemsthat arose between the Florida conference and 
the Southern District, the t-rary tensions about Tuhy's absences and the 
new challenge. of minis- to. blacks, the conference looked to the Southern 
District for guidance and support. Pastor C. F. ICellermann, the senior 
member of the circuit (except for Fischer), stated, 
I have no personal carplaints to register w i t h  regard to distr ict  
administration. I have found our officials open to  reason and ready 
to cooperate as w e l l -  as their a m  restrictions and limitations, and 
especially, Southern D i s t r i c t  finances permitted. In many respects 
I would prefer our present status and have no real relish for wha t  
l ies ahead when our dis tr ict  aspirations are realized. But then 
how shall the Confessional Lutheran Church acccmpli& her great work 
and m e t  the challenges of Florida's opportunities? 
In the interest of hammy,. Kellermann saved his data and arguments for a 
new distr ict  for presentation.at a future meeting instead of trying to 
blitz the 1941 synodical convention. The Florida pastors realized inter- 
national tensions and synodical. fellowship discussions w i t h  the ULCA and 
39 Jams Kunze interview. 
40The [Orlando] South Florida Sentinel, May 20, 1896; Journal of the 
5th Annual Convocation of the Church of the Missionary Jurisdiction of 
Southern Florida (Raleigh, North Carolina: M d s  and Broughton, 1896), 
4 1 ~ .  F. K e l l e m  to  F. W. Lorberg, May 9, 1941. 
__  -- - 
the ALC would take up most of the convention's floor time. Alleviating 
the Depression's monetary problems also would detract from any attempt to 
create a new district . 42 
Nevertheless, Lorberg, chairman of the FPCEC, canpiled a list of 
reasons the pastors could use to justify the formation of a Florida District. 
In a letter to circuit congregations, Iorberg asked them to petition the 
Southern District to organize a Florida District. The petition included 
the following points : 
1. Rapid expansion of peninsular Florida demands m a t e  and 
aggressive ' action 
2. Florida's peculiar needs require administration and supervision 
by rnen living in the field and acquainted with its needs 
3. Absentee administration due to distances has repeatedly resulted 
in costly delay in spite of the best efforts of able officials 
4. Contrasting regional requirmts between the settled Old South 
and Florida demand different policies of administration 
5. Synod-wide attention would be focused upon mission opportunities 
of Florida, resulting in mre effective developnent 
6. Increased responsibility upon pastors and congregations would 
result in greater interest and in more earnest discharge of 
stewardship duties 
In 1941, Trapp was included as one of the camittee of five to canthue 
negotiations with the Southern.District. The District Pl-g M t t e e  
had to receive the unanimus support of the pastors and con~ga t iom in- 
volved, the endorsement of the Southern District and the approval of the 
synod before creating the new Florida District. 43 
hlen the war  began, the FPC Mstrict Planning w t t e e  delayed its 
request because the congregations lost many members to the service and 
43~. W. Urbery to Circuit F, May 13, 1941. C i r c u i t  F was  the 
Southern District designation for the FPC. 
industrial areas . 44 Trapp cautioned- his colleagues frm forcing the issue 
of a separate district. In an undated letter he wrote, ". . . why spoil 
a good thing with undue haste? 11 45 
President Holls supported their efforts. He ". . . had always been 
of the opinion that as soon as the Florida group is large enough [it should 
separate] in the interest of its om developmt." His endorsemnt is not 
surprising when one remembers the financial difficulties and personnel 
shortages that plagued the Southern District during the thirties. Holls' 
only reservation about the proposal was the Florida District include the 
financially-troubled Isle of Pines mission near Havana, Cuba and the state 
of Georgia.46 Z~ese were closer to Florida than they were to New Orleans. 
For six years the FPC .debated about the mst opportune time to 
apply for the formation of the district. Unfortunately, another topic, its 
area of jurisdiction, almost destroyed the effort. Of twelve congregations 
that responded to a petition circulated by a carmittee that included Eksalski, 
four opposed jurisdictions that included Georgia, the Isle of Pines or the 
panhandle. They argued these areas muld drain the district's funds and 
make it a pemently subsidized unit. 47 
When the Florida conference could not achieve unanimity and the 
synodical convention drew near in June, 1947, ksche decided to send the 
44~. F. Kellermann to Lorberg, July 14, 1942. 
t 
45Trapp to ~o&rg, n. d. 
46~11s to  orbe erg, October 13, 1941. 
4 7 ~ ,  Minutes, April 29, 1947. 
petition to Holls, anyway. He expressed the opinion that Florida's pastors 
t 
could apply to became a district no matter what territory they were assigned. 
When Kellermann heard this;. he was incensed and questioned Wsche's integrity. 
Wesche apologized about the capramise petition he sent to ~ o l l s ~ ~  but 
accmplished his purpose. The petitioners would b p s  the Southern District 
convention and apply for admission to the synod at the Missouri Synod's 
Centennial Convention in Chicago. The final petition included the major 
points canpiled in 1941 (see p. 207 above) . 
m e  1947 synodical convention granted the request to form a Florida 
District, with the stipulation that the boundaries for the new district be 
established by the synod's Board for Missions in North America and in con- 
sultation with the Board of ~irectors of the Southern District. 49 Paul 
ksche, a Walther Leaguer attending the convention as an usher and convention 
steward was interviewed by Don McNeal on the nationally-syndicated Morninq 
Breakfast Club radio program. He received the privilege of announcing to 
Floridians over the live broadcast that they had.'finally attained their 
independent district. 50 Its boundaries included only peninsular Florida 
and Georgia. 
48~sche to Helms, June 13, 1947; Proceedinqs, Southern District 
Convention, 1948, p. 13. 
49Wyatt A. Kimberley, "The History of the Florida-Georgia District, " 
paper presented at the Florida-Georgia District Convention, St. Petersburg, 
1973, p. 3. This action did not follow the traditional metho& of creating 
a district. If a group-of Wtors and congregations requested such action - 
fran the synod, a synodical convention could approve the request and the 
parent district could protect its interests by helping define the new district's 
boundaries. In'an inte-iew w i t h  Pastor Gerald Seaman, Florida-Georgia District 
mecutive Secretary, October 22, 1985, Seaman stated this mthod was used in- 
frequently because it risked antagonizing the parent district. 
50 Wesche interview. 
_. - - 
The thirty-fourth synodical district included twenty-one congre- 
gations, 2,378 cormrunicants, more than 3,400 baptized, three elementary 
schools and one high school. While this was only a small fraction of the 
Missouri Synod's 1,639,337 baptized and 1,115,453 camunicants, the new 
Florida-Georgia District grew quickly, outstripping both the Augustana 
Florida Synod's and ULCA's growth. (The ULCA still had no congregation in 
the Orlando area.) Within ten years, the district's congregations tripled 
in numbers. Trinity, the district's largest congregation with 550 baptized 
and 360 confirmed members and the center of activity for Florida's Walther 
League, LkJML and pastoral conference, played an instrumntal role in the 
formation of the district. On February 6, 1948, Trinity hosted the first 
convention for the new district. Besalski helped lead the opening services 
and later was selected to the mission board. Trinity's John Senkarik served 
on the Board of Directors and George Kline was selected as financial secre- 
tary. While Fischer did not play a major role in the formation of the 
district, he became its first missionary serving Tallahassee in 1949. 51 
After a m s t  eighty years of ministry in the Orlando area, three 
Lutheran synods had established institutional structures to minister to the 
needs of the people in the region. Despite an abortive attempt to establish 
a congregation in .New Upsala, the Aupstana Synod served members ih Groveland 
and Orlando and fostered the developnent of urban ministry in Florida. The 
St. Luke congregation became the first cmplete Lutheran ccmnmity'in Florida 
'l~lorida-area statistics are fran 1946 Statistical Report, IC-MS, 
p. 38 and Kimberley, "Florida-Georgia District, " pp. 2, 9. Synodical 
statistics are f m  Stellhorn, Schools, p. 445. A reference to Fischer's 
ministry is found in E. J. Berqt to A. H. D. Besalski, September 17, 1949. 
when it added an orphanage, - -  ret'lrement and nursing h m  and school. Tuhy 
prmted inter-synodical activities and helped keep Trinity functioning 
during Trapp's illness. He also prmted the developnent of black ministry 
in peninsular Florida. Besalski reestablished Trinity's ministry after 
Trapp died. He also worked with Tuhy and Fischer to establish a new Florida 
district in the Missouri Synod to provide the institutional structure that 
could supervise the ministry to the gruwing Florida population during the 
post-war boom years. M new synodical organizations--the Augustana 
Synod's Florida District and the Missouri Synod's FloridaGeorgia District- 
supplied the leadership that created new mission stations during the fifties. 
A third Lutheran synod, the ULCA, encouraged by such progress, entered the 
area shortly after 1950. 
CONCLUSION 
After eighty years of ministry in the Orlando area, Lutherans estab- 
lished three self-supporting congregations (Trinity, Orlando, St. Luke, 
Slavia and St. Paul, Orlando) and three mission stations (Zion, Gotha, Holy 
Trinity, Masaryktown and Zion, Groveland) . Each of the congregations had . 
a pastor and a youth group, ~~EII'S auxiliary and men's club. While members 
at the mission stations established auxiliary groups to maintain congrega- 
tional duties, they did not call their awn pastors until the fifties. 
Lutherans in New Upsala and Zellwood failed to establish congregations. 
Lutheran congregations that served the people of central Florida 
were started in two different ways. The Slovaks and Swedes established or 
were hired by colony companies to found agrarian camunities. In most cases 
they started congregations to maintain traditional cultural and religious 
practices and then requested their synods to send pastors to serve their 
ccmnmity's congregation.. German-heritage families came to the region 
without colony ccmpany assistance and settled in promising agricultural 
areas. The Missouri Synod sent traveling missionaries to "gather them in" 
to the church and then created congregations to preserve confessional beliefs. 
Participants in the colony system did not always establish Lutheran 
congregations. Swedes in New Upsala and Slovaks in Zellwood discovered 
foreign language worship and distances frcm other Lutherans limited congre- 
gational grawth and regular pastoral service. During twenty years of struggle 
w i t h  "Americanization," many mmbers of the New Upsala ccmnunity discmered 
they could &tab M s h  cultural traditions wi-thout Swedish Iutheran 
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worship and joined the Ehglish-language Presbyterians. In Zellwood, the 
few Lutherans in the agricultural colony failed to establish a Lutheran 
congregation. Hawever, participation in the Slavia Colony's worship life 
aided the preservation of Slovak Lutheran traditions at St. Luke, Slavia. 
Colony settlanents helped establish three Lutheran congregations. 
The Slovaks in Slavia stmggbdcfor twenty years before permanently estab- 
lishing St. Luke. They succeeded because northern Slovak congregations sent 
financial assistance and infrequent pastoral care forced them to focus their 
energies on maintaining their congregation. In turn, the maintenance of 
this congregation helped preserve the Slovak conmunity. Pastor Stephen Tuhy 
led the members in creating a Lutheran comrmnity that could care for Lutherans 
frcm the "cradle to the grave" and ensure the preservation of Slovak Lutheran 
traditions. 
The success in Slavia probably encouraged Masaryktown's Slovak 
Lutherans to perpetuate their traditions. Despite the small size of the 
corrmunity, econcmic hardships and distance from other Lutheran Slovak congrey 
gations, they worked to establish a self-supporting congregation. They held 
lay services and preserved a Lutheran conmunity spirit by celebrating Slovak 
cultural and religious festivals. The dedicated work of Tuhy and Andrew 
Duda helped'revive the congregation and by the mid-fifties, Holy Trinity 
was self-supporting. 
The : Lutherans of the third colony settlement, Groveland, faced hard- 
ships similar to those experienced by the Slovaks. A rural location, slaw 
corrmunity population increase and the hardship of being a "retiremnt center" 
for Augustana Synod pastors hindered Zion's membership growth. Its limited 
success in the early thirties, highlighted by the purchase of a parsonage 
-. .- 
- 
and the support of its own pastor, made Zion the temporary headquarters of 
the Augustana Synod's Southeastern Mission District. Zion's pastors served 
as central Florida missionaries, developing St. Paul, Orlando and stations 
in Leesburg and Clermont. 
While, members of Zion, Gotha did not organize a colony cammity, 
they cam to Florida in search of the s m  agricultural opportunities other 
colony settlers pursued. Like the Slovaks, they formed a foreign-language 
worship group but when World War I-sparked nativism pressured them to end 
German-language worship, they adopted mglish to preserve their doctrinal 
teachings and worship practices. Zion served as a synodical mission head- 
quarters for peninsular Florida and helped establish Trinity, Orlando. 
During two pastorates, Pastor-Edward Fischer founded many missions in the 
state. Despite few members and a rural location, Zion's status as a 
Missouri Synod mission base guaranteed its survival. 
Trinity and St. Paul, Orlando originated as missions of rural congre- 
gations. Urban locations provided opportunities for membership growth and 
both congregations attained self-supporting status within a decade of organi- 
zation. Trinity served as the Missouri Synod's focal point for Florida. 
Despite a debilitating church mrtgage, Pastor George Trapp and the congre- 
gation accepted the responsibilities of Missouri Synod leadership in Florida. 
This action gave Trinity's members an opportunity to host auxiliary organi- 
zation meetings and pastoral conferences. The members played instnmental 
roles in the selection of service projects, establishment of mission programs 
and the organization of a new Missouri Synod district that included Florida. 
While St. Paul never reached the pre-Kbrld War I1 status that Trinity 
attained, its existence accentuated the shift in mission'enphasis in the 
Lutheran synods. Lutherans no 1onger.limited their work to serve rural 
camunities of Germans, Slovaks or Swedes but conducted mission work in as 
many camunities as possible. The deemphasis of foreign-language mrship 
after World War I helped pramote mission work among all people. Post-war 
missionaries established English-language stations throughout central Florida. 
While Fischer started Lutheran congregations in Ocala and Gainesville, Zion, 
Groveland's pastors initiated contacts with Lutherans in Orlando. Adult 
confirmations at Trinity during World War I1 and the addition of English 
services at St. Luke exemplify the new mission corrmitment to all people. 
This was a reversal of previous synodical traditions. Most Lutheran 
synods avoided "Americanization" before World War I, attempting to preserve 
institutions by practicing political quietism and restricting members' con- 
tacts with the doctrinally contaminating influences of English-language wor- 
.ship, the Sunday school, the social gospel, evangelical Christianity and 
even other Lutheran synods. The pressures of public anti-Gelman (and later 
anti-Nazi) and anti-European sentiment forced the Augustana and Missouri 
synods to adopt hglish worship. This probably prepared the synods for the 
acceptance of the new mission techniques used by the smaller congregations 
in mission areas like Florida. The Florida Lutheran congregations could 
not depend upon a parochial education system and a "gathering in of Lutherans" 
to maintain membership. They needed to develop auxiliary organizations to 
educate children and provide the support for pastors who were responsible for 
serving their congregations and other mission stations. 
As Lutherans in Florida experienced the state's rapid econdc and 
population gruwth, members desired the independence to serve the area's 
specific mission needs. Auxiliary organizations played an important role 
-- - 
- 
in establishing a Missouri Synod district that included Florida. While 
smaller congregations like Zion, Gotha had difficulties maintaining Sunday 
schools or wanen's groups, larger congregations like Trinity helped create 
independent regional groups like the Florida Conference of the Southern 
District WML and the Walther League's Florida District. The successes 
experienced by auxiliary groups encouraged ~lorida's Missouri Synod pastors 
to request the formation of a new district. In contrast to the Missouri 
Synod, the impetus behind the formation of the Augustana Synod's Florida 
District was quite different. Because the auxiliary organizations were not 
so active, the pastors led the separation mvvernent from the Southeastern 
Mission District. 
Auxiliary organizations, particularly in Missouri Synod congregations, 
helped broaden social ministry. As Synodical Conference members, Zion, Gotha, 
Trinity, Orlando and St. Luke, Slavia, attained financial stability and a 
permanent membership base, the auxiliary organizations did not limit 
activities to raising money for paying the -gage, entertaining youth or 
canvassing neighborhoods. Instead, they aided district and synodical fi- 
nancial programs and donated funds and services for national and interna- 
tional projects that included European relief, new missions, religious radio 
programing, campus centers and literature for servicaeri. Members of Zion, 
Groveland, encouraged by the return of tourism and a gift of land during 
the Depression, developed a retreat center. 
The pastors led these mission enterprises. They canvassed pros- 
pective mission stations, coordinated regional youth meetings and led choir 
tours. During World War 11 they ministered to senricemen and German M s .  
Fischer, Trapp, Liden and Hamnarlof played instmmntal roles in establishing 
regional synodical organizations to serve the rapidly-growing Florida popu- 
lation. Tuhy, as a member of the Synodical Conference, led the Missouri 
Synod in initiating work among Florida's black population. While leaving 
this as one of the last priorities (probably because of social pressures 
and monetary camitments) , the congregations supported this ministry as 
they established the Floridaergia District. 
Florida pan-Lutheran fellowship originated during the last years of 
the Depression. While Lutheran inter-synodical discussions during the late 
thirties encouraged the formation of pan-Lutheran cluster groups, the col- 
lapse of inter-synodical discussions short-ciruited local developents. In 
the case of St. Paul, Orlando, the Missouri Synod's principle of closed corn- 
m i o n  encouraged the developnent of a separate Augustana congregation that 
had no formal contacts with Trinity's Lutherans. Hawever, Missouri Synod 
and SELC policies fostered cooperation between Zion, Gotha, Trinity, Orlando 
and St. Luke, Slavia. As members of the Synodical Conference, m y ,  Fischer, 
Trapp and Besalski shared pulpits and camuned each others' parishoners. 
Phbership in the conference encouraged additional inter-congregational 
cooperation reflected by the joint sessions of WML, LLL and Walther League 
chapters and the structuring of black ministry. 
After eighty years, Orlando-area Lutherans had established the 
institutional framwork necessary to serve the needs of Floridians. Coopera- 
tive efforts replaced congregational provincialism. Despite occasional 
problems created by poor economic times, ill-planned expansion projects, 
slclwmembership growth and congregational dissension, the members and pastors 
established organizations to minister to all people in the area. 
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mission projects and activities,  officers and convention sites. 
Mugge, Augus t  P. "A H i s t o r y  of the Missouri Synod Church in Tampa, " January, 
1972. 
Found in Florida+orgia D i s t r i c t  archives. Brief sumnary of 
history of Zion, Tampa. 
"Trinity Minihistory. I' Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, Delray Beach, 
Florida, Thanksgiving, 197 6 .  
Apparently part of a "founders' day" celebration. Includes 
sumnary :of Fischer ' s work in southern Florida. Found in Zion, Pine 
Hills, f i les .  
_. - -. 
Church Literature 
Baptismal e r t i f i c a t e ,  Claus Huppel. Fi les,  Reverend James Kunze, Trinity, 
Orlando . 
Church Bulletins. Trini ty Lutheran Church, October 10, 1926, March 27, 
1927. 
Found in Trini ty Records, Minutes. 
"Dedication Bulletin." St.  Michael Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ft. 
Myers, n. d. 
Brief sumnary of history of founding of St. Michael. Mentions 
several missionaries, including Fischer. 
"Dedication Service." Holy Trini ty Lutheran Church, Masqktown, May 9, 1982. 
Includes brief  history of congregation. Provided by Donald Burgdorf. 
"Dedication Service Program. I' Zion Lutheran Church, Pine H i 1  1s , November 30, 
1958. 
Brief s u m n a ~  of history of Zion, Gotha. 
"50th Anniversary Bulletin." Our Savior Lutheran Church, Lake W o r t h ,  1977. 
"Fif t ie th  Anniversary Celebration." Zion, Groveland, n. d. 
Good s m r y o f  the history of th2 congregation, including 
a list of charter  members. Provided by Bma W c k l .  
"Firs t  Annual Mission Festival,  Zion, Gotha." Church Bulletin, September 16, 
1917. 
It is not lcnown i f  there was more than one annual mission 
fes t ival .  
"The Walther Ieague Manual," 1946. 
Mimeographed. Found in Florida-Georgia D i s t r i c t  archives. 
Miscellaneous Material 
"Public Sale Advertisement Flyer. " H. A. Wilkening, October 31, 1911. 
Lists Wilkening's possessions auctioned when he tool< h i s  
family fram Xansas t o  Orlando. Provided by Esther Fischer. 
Interviews 
Bellhorn, Elmer and Virginia. July 6, 1985. 
Buman, Paul E. July 8, 1985. 
Wlrgdorf, Donald, Reverend. April 8, 1984. 
Pastor a t  Holy Trinity, Masaryktown. 
Campbell, Catherine. April--%; 3983. 
Fischer, ' Esther (Wilkening) . November 21, 1981. 
Excellent source for  Zion, Gotha historical sumnary and the 
Fischer ministry. 
Gavora, Martin, Matis, Anna and Rosko, Susie. A p r i l  8, 1984. 
These people helped restart Holy Trinity, Masaryktuwn during 
World W a r  11. 
Goetz, LloydH., Reverend. February 16, 1984. 
Served as pastor in North  Wisconsin D i s t r i c t ,  and la ter  as 
that district's president, between 1938 and 1960. Interesting 
contrast to  Florida missions. 
Greenhaw, Thanas. October 30, 1985. 
Hrvol, Anna. April 8, 1983. 
Helpful interview, including much information about Trinity ' s 
a u ~ i  l iary ;organizations. 
Klinect, C a r l  and Martha. April 8, 1983. 
'Ityg of the founders of Trinity, Orlando. 
Kunze, C a r l  and Grace (Ellman) . A p r i l  8, 1983. 
Interesting stories  about the Orlando of the twenties 
and the Depression. 
Kunze, James, Reverend. July 15, 1985. 
Ekcellent interview that  included much information about 
Trinity's history. 
Lineberger , July 
Lundquist, Otis and Eleanor (Johannson) . July 15, 1985. 
Helpful perspective on Eksalski. '~ ministry. 
Mikler, Paul. July 11, 1985. 
Helpful interview that  included inter-synodical worship details. 
Fran St. Luke, Slavia. 
Moeckl, Emna. A p r i l  8, 1984. 
Puch, Erwin Jo and Kasper, El la  ' (Puch) . July 25, 1983. 
Roby, Ruth. November 30, 1981. 
Schnell, Herb and Dorothy (Trevarthen). July 9, 1985. 
Interesting perspective by two adult  Lutheran "converts. " 
Schnell, Rudy and Dorothy (Holmes). July 11, 1985. 
Helpful information about Orlando and Union Park l i f e  during 
the th i r t i e s .  
Seaman, G e r r y  L., Reverend. October 27, 1985. 
Swanson, Henry, Reverend. July 8, 1985. 
Helpful information about Zion, Groveland and St. Paul, Orlando. 
Trapp, Elmer. November 21, 1981. 
Trapp, George, Jr. October 20, 1981. Deceased. 
Wesche, Paul. December 18, 1983. 
Published 
Books 
Arden, G. Everett. Augustana Heritaqe: A History of the Auqustana Lutheran 
Church. Rock Island, I l l ino is :  Augustana Press, 1963. 
Ekcellent fo r  Augustana Synod, but not rmch about synod i n  South. 
Bacon, me. Orlando: A Centennial History. 2 vols. Chuluota, Florida: 
The Mickler House, 1977. 
Chronology of Orlando history. No  topical arrangement. 
Baepler, Walter A. A Century of Grace: A History of the Missouri Synod, 
1847-1947. St. Iouis: Concordia Publishing House, 1947. 
- 
Synod's o f f i c i a l  centennial history. Good general information. 
Bailey, Kenneth K. Southern White Protestantism in the  'Ituentieth Century. 
New York: Harper and Fbw, 1964. 
Excel l en t  survey of Southern '~resby-terians , Baptists, Wthodists . 
Barbour, George M. Florida fo r  Tourists, Invalids and Sett lers .  New York: 
Alfred Knopf, 1882; repr int  ed., Floridiana Fascimilie and R e p r i n t  
a. 
Series, Gainesville: University of Florida Press, 1964. 
Behnken, John W. This I Recall. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1964. 
Autobiography of f i r s t  native-born Missouri Synod President. 
Blackman, William F. History of Orange County, Florida. Deland, Florida: 
E. 0. Painter Printing Co., 1927; repr int  ed., Chuluota, Florida: 
Mikler House Publishers, 1973. 
Driscoll, Carl A. History of-the Florida Synod of the Lutheran Church in 
America. Tampa: Florida Synod of the Lutheran Church in America, 1978. 
History of Augustma, ULCA and other synodical bodies currktly 
in the Lutheran Church in America in Florida. Congregational histories. 
M 1 ,  James, ed. God's Amazinq Grace : A Centennial History of the Southern 
District of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, 1882-1982. N. p.,n. d. 
Historical sketches of Southern District regions. Interesting 
comnentary about Missouri Synod's ministry to blacks. 
Flynt, Wayne. Cracker Messiah: Governor Sidney J. Catts of Florida. 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana: Iouisiana State University Press, 1977. 
Ekcellent description of Florida, 1900-1930. 
Groh, John E., and Smith, Robert H., eds. The Lutheran Church in North 
American Life: 1776-1976, 1580-1980. St. Louis: Clayton Publishing 
House, 1979. 
Ekcellent description of Lutheran social, econdc and cultural 
characteristics. Describes differences between Lutherans of various 
European heritage. 
Haendschke, Martin A. The Sunday School: The History of the Sunday School 
in the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. River Forest, Illinois: 
Lutheran Education Association, 1963. 
Keinath, H. 0. A. Documents: Lutheran Church in America. River Forest, 
Illinois: Concordia Teachers College, 1947. 
Good sunmary of duties and education of church workers in Missouri 
Synod during first seventy-five years of synod's his-. 
Kendrick, Baynard. Orlando: ACenturyPlus. Orlando: Or1andoSentinel Star,1976. 
Krause, Victor C. , ed. Lutheran Elementary Schdols in Action. St. buis : 
Concordia Publishing House, 1963. 
Lueking, F. Dean. A Century -of Caring: The Welfare Ministry m n g  Missouri 
Synod Lutherans, 1868-1968. St. Louis: Board of Social Ministry, K-MS, 
- - A  
Excellent description of evolution of social ministry in Missouri 
Synod. m i l e s  information about earliest local institutional support 
and sunmarizes history of developrent of synod's social welfare agencies. 
Maier, Paul L. A Man Spoke, A World Listened: The Story of Walter A. Maier 
and The Lutheran Hour. New York: =raw-Hill Book Co., Inc., 1963. 
Biography of the mst f m u s  Missouri Synod speaker between 
1930 and 1945. 
Martens, Ray F. Conoordia of Texas: Frcm the Beqinning. Austin, m a s  : 
Concordia College, 1973. 
Marty, Martin E. Riqhteous Ebpire : ?he Protestant Ekperience in America. 
New York: Dial Press, 1970. 
Excellent essay-type description of Protestant denominations 
as they influenced American culture and social developnent. 
Meyer, Carl S., ed. Moving Frontiers: Readings in the History of the 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. St. Louis: Concordia Publishinq 
-- - 
House, 1964. 
Excellent compilation of historical documents that help 
describe the history of the Missouri Synod. The topical essays 
by the editor also provide a general history of the synod's 
developmt as an international institution. 
Meyer, Ruth Fritz. bbren on a Mission. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing 
House, 1967. 
General history of the Lutheran bmns Missionary Ieague. 
Nelson, Clifford, ed. The Lutherans in North America. Philadelphia: 
Fortress Press, 1975. 
Any student of Lutheran history must begin with this volum 
to satisfactorily place the Lutheran experience in America in the 
context of American history. 
Nevins, Allan and CamMger, Henry Steele. A Pocket History of the United 
States. New York: Pocket Books, 1976. 
Polenberg, Richard. War and Society: The United States, 1941-45. hkstport, 
Connecticut: Greenwood Press, Publishers, 1972. 
Ekcellent description of the effect of World War 11 on American 
society, the econcmy, culture. 
Repp, Arthur C., ed. 100 Years of Christian Education. River Forest, 
Illinois: Lutheran Education Association, 1947. 
General history of the developnent of Missouri Synod educational 
institutions and practices. 
Shofher, Jerrell H. Nor is it Over Yet: Florida in the Eka of 
Reconstruction, 1863-1877. Gainesville: University of Florida 
Press, 1974. 
Stellhorn, August C. Schools of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. 
St. louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1963. 
Excellent general history of Lutheran education. It includes 
many statistical tables and graphs. 
Suelflow, August R. The Heart of Missouri. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing 
House, 1954. 
Ekcellent history of the Missouri District of the Missouri Synod. 
Tebeau, Charlton W. A HistaW6f Florida. Coral Gables, Florida: 
University of Miami Press, 1971. 
Walters, Pat. Fifty Years of Pleasure: The Illustrated History of Publix 
Super Markets, Inc. Lakeland: Publix Super Markets, 1980. 
Interesting story of developnent of retail grocery chain in 
Florida during the Depression. 
Wehr, Paul W. Like a Mustard Seed: The Slavia Settlement. Chuluota, 
Florida: Mickler House, 1982. 
History of the Slovak settlement in Slavia. It also mentions 
the Lutherans and their problems in the camunities of Zellwood and 
Masaryktown. 
Weisheit, Eldon. The Zeal of His House: Five Generations of LC-MS History 
(1847-1972). St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 1973. 
General history of the Missouri Synod. Easy reading. 
Periodicals 
Abercrombie, Lelia. Churches of Pensacola." Florida Historical 
Quarterly 37 (April 1959) : 461-70. 
Good description of the formation of churches in the late 
nineteenth century. 
Arrrundson, Richard J. "Henry Sanford and the Labor Problems in the Florida 
Orange Industry." Florida Historical Quarterly 43 (January 1965) : 
230-45. 
Billinger, Robert D. "With the Wehnnacht in Florida: The German POW 
Facility at Camp Blanding, 1942-1946." Florida Historical Quarterly 
58 (October 1979) : 160-73. 
Includes description of chaplain services for FOWs. 
Concordia Theoloqical Monthly, February, 1936. 
This periodical also has volume and page numbers but they were 
obscured when photocopied by research assistants at Concordia 
Historical Institute. 
Dillon, Rodney E. "South Florida in 1860." Florida Historical Quarterly 
60 (April, 1982) : 440-54. 
George, Paul S. "Passage to the New men: Tourism in Miami from Flagler 
through Everest G. Sewell. " Florida Historical Quarterly 59 (April 
1981) : 440-63. 
Gracing, Sumner, 1985. 
A. Duda and Sons publication distributed as a magazine for 
employees and custmrs. No pagination or volume numbers. 
Hall, Robert L. ll~allahasseets-~lack Churches, 1865-1885." Florida 
Historical Quarterly 58 (October 1979): 185-96. 
Kret~llann, Karl. "The Lutheran Ancestry of Our President. I' The Walther 
League Messenqer, November, 1933. 
This periodical has volume and page numbers but they were 
obscured when photocopied by research assistants at Concordia 
Historical Institute. 
"Lady of the Everglades." Time, January 31, 1983, p. 51. 
Brief biography of environmentalist Marjorie Stoneman Douglas. 
Maier, Walter A. "Redeem the NRA Leisure Time ! 'I The Walther Leaque 
Messenqer, October, 1933. 
This periodical has volm and page numbers but they were 
obscured when photocopied by research assistants at Conrordia 
Historical Institute. Excellent example of Maier's criticism of FDR. 
. The Walther Leaque Messenqer, March, 1935. 
This periodical has volume and page numbers but they were 
obscured when photocopied by research assistants at Concordia 
Historical Institute . 
. The Walther Leaque Messenqer, Ppril, 1937. 
This periodical has volume and page numbers but they were 
obscured when photocopied by research assistants at Concordia 
Historical Institute. 
May, Henry F. "The Recovery of American Religious History. " American 
Historical Review 70 (October 1964): 79-92. 
An excellent s m r y  of the historiography of religious 
history between 1910 and 1960. 
Pearson, Ivar F. "Early Swedish Settlements -in the State of Florida." 
The Wedish Pioneer Historical Quarterly 18 (July 1967): 132-42. 
Smith, Mary Ellen. "The Way We Weren't." Florida Maqazine, August 12, 
1984, p. 23. 
Informal sumnary of author's childhood remembrances. 
Southern District Bulletin, June, 1932-0ctoberr 1938. 
This periodical series has volume and page numbers but they 
were obscured when photocopied by research assistants at Concordia 
Historical Institute. These issues include contribution totals 
by congregations in the Southern District and additional items 
including sumnaries of Walther League and Lutheran Laymans -ague 
activities. 
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Vkgener, G. J. "The Missouri Synod in the South." Southern District 
Bulletin, April, August, 1934, August, 1938, June, 1939. 
This periodical series has volume and page numbers but they 
were obscured when photocopied by research assistants at Concordia 
Historical Institute. These articles are a part of a general 
history of the develowt of Southern District missions and congre- 
gations, written by Wegener, a former president of the Southern 
District . 
Wnchel, J. F'rederic. "me Capital Shm. " The Walther Ieaque Messewer, 
January, 1938. 
This periodical has volume and page nmbers but they were 
obscured when photocopied by research assistants at Concordia 
Historical Institute. It critiques FDR's administration. 
. "The Washington Show. " The Walther League Messenqer, Novenber, 
1934, January, 1935, March, 1937. 
This periodical series has volume and page nmbers but they 
were obscured when photocopied by research assistants at Concordia 
Historical Institute. They all critique FDR's administration. 
Witt, Elmer N. "125 Youthful Years. " Resources for Youth Ministry, Sumier, 
1972, pp. 11-18. 
Brief sumnary of the history of the Walther League. Published 
by the Missouri Synod. 
Newspapers 
Dunlop, Beth. "Femandina Beach." [Orlando] Sentinel Star, August 23, 1981. 
"Gotha Church Planning Special Sunday Service." The Orlando Sentinel, 
July 16, 1955. 
Graebner, Theodore. The Lutheran Witness, February 12, 1934, October 6, 
December 1, 1936. 
This Missouri Synod newspaper has volume and page nunhers that 
were obs'cured wha photocopied by research assistants at Concordia 
Historical Institute. Graebner critiques the general collapse 
of ethical standards and the various solutions that had been suggested 
to end the Depression. 
. "Prayers in Christ's Ehme Prohibited." The Lutheran Witness, 
January 16, 1934. 
- 
This issue also has volume and page nmbers that were obscured 
when photocopied by research assistants at Concordia Historical 
mtitute . 
"Gotha School to Close After 88 Active Years. " [Orlando] Sentinel West, 
May 16, 1968. 
"Grove Workers Trace History: 1 Stories of Gotha Families. " Little 
[Orlando] Sentinel, July 26, 1978. 
Kunerth, Jeff .  "Cheney Highway." The Orlando Sentinel, March 6, 1984. 
"Letter from Wilkening." Moundridqe [Kansas] Journal, c. 1912. 
Clipping supplied by Esther Fischer. 
The Lutheran Witness, December 21, 1938, February 29, 1944. 
These issues have volume and page numbers that  were obscured 
when they were photocopied by research assistants a t  Concordia 
Historical Insti tute.  The second issue includes 1942 statistics 
for  a l l  Lutheran church bodies, including membership to ta l s  and 
contribution averages. 
The Lutheran Witness, Florida+orgia Distr ict  ed., July 19, 1955, July 1, 
1958. 
Both of these issues have volume and page n-rs but were 
obscured when they were photocopied by research assistants a t  
Concordia Historical Insti tute.  Both a r t ic les  describe the 
Fischer ministry a t  Gotha and Zion, Gotha's congregational growth. 
Marlowe, Dick. "Old Safe Deposit boxes yielding goodies a f te r  50 years." 
The Orlando Sentinel, August 2, 1983. 
Describes the bank closings during the ear' th i r t ies .  
Maupin, Elizabeth. "The Bok Tower--a tr ibute t o  serenity. " The Orlando 
Sentinel, n. d. 
Wans, Haward. "1929." The Orlando Sentinel, July . ', 1983. 
Describes the destruction of Florida's environment before 
the Depression. 
"Nostalgia Grips Old Timers a t  Gotha Gathering." The Orlando Sentinel, 
Sentinel W s t  ed., May 23, 1968. 
The Orlando Lutheran, July 5, 1942, May 7, 1944. 
These two issues are the only k n m  issues t h a t  =ist of the 
paper. Apparently, from discussions in Trinity, Orlando, voters' 
meetings, the f i r s t  issues were published about 1930. Tbese 
two issues are found in Trinity Records, Minutes, during the year 
indicated . 
Renner, Lisanne. "An Uphill Battle for  Old Theaters." The Orlando Sentinel, 
June 25, 1984. 
"Solitude and Citrus Gotha Tradmarks." The Little Sentinel, Pine H i l l s  
ed., December 3, 1978. 
__ . - 
Saner, Martin. The Lutherah Witness, Nov-r 20, 1934, Noveniber 17, 1936. 
These issues have volume and page n-rs that were obscured 
when they were photocopied by research assistants at Concordia 
Historical Institute. Both sumnarize Samr's denunciations of 
FDR's policies and the New Deal. 
The [Orlando] South Florida Sentinel, May 20, 1896. 
Describes Episcopalian mission district's purchase of land 
for black ministry in west Orlando. Citation provided by Paul VWr. 
Wigler, Stephen. "John Tiedtke shares good .fortune with ccmmnity. " 
The Orlando Sentinel, February 19, 1984. 
"Zion Iutheran Fetes 75th year. " [Orlando] Oranqe Peel, February 29, 1964. 
"Zion, Orlando-Gotha, Celebrates 75th Anniversary." The Iutheran Witness, 
Florida-Georgia District ed., March 3, March 3, 1964. 
3his issue has a volume and page number that was obscured when 
photocopied by research assistants at Concordia Historical Institute. 
Pamphlets 
Behnken, John W. Mission to Europe. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 
1947. 
This pamphlet describes Behnken's trip to post-war Europe 
during which he assessed the needs of the Lutherans in Gelmany and 
Europe. Found in Trinity Records, Officers Minutes. 
A Decade of Blessings: 10th Anniversary of the Floridaergia District. 
N. p., 1958. ' 
Describes the folmation of the Missouri Synod's Florida- 
Georgia District and its growth during the early fifties. Supplied 
by Paul Wsche. 
Duda, Ferdinand. Fiftieth Anniversary Wll letin. Winter Park, Florida : 
Roll2f~%.-hress; -1965.. . 
Brief history .of St. Luke, Slavia. 
Kunze, James. Golden Anniversary Booklet: Trinity Iutheran Church. Waco, 
Texas: United Church Directories, 1971. 
Brief history.of Trinity, Orlando. 
Peterson, h i d  J. Ninetieth Anniversary, 188401974. N. p., 1974. 
Brief illustrated history o f Ebenezer, Pierson, Augustana Synod. 
Roth, Dorothy M., ed. Ten Years: The Walther League in Florida. N- p., 
Florida District Walther League, 1944. 
Brief illustrated history:& the Florida District Walther League. 
ncludes lists of officers and tables of information. 
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St. Jams Pioneer Days Souv&rr%f Rededication. N. p., 1974. 
Brief history -6f St. James Catholic Parish, Orlando. 
Advertisements include advertising prices and techniques that ' are 
based upon practices of the twenties and thirties. Brief biographical 
sketches of the priests who led the congregation are included in the 
text . 
Church Records 
Journal of the 5th Annual Convocation of the Church of the Missionary 
Jurisdiction of Southern Florida. Raleigh, North Carolina: W d s  
and Broughton, 1896. 
Brief citation, supplied by Paul Wehr ,  about Qiscopalian 
ministry in west Orlando in 1897. 
Parochial Report. Southern District, 1920-1950. St. Louis: Concordia 
Publishing House. 
The date of the report is the date of publication in most cases. 
The reports include statistical tables and paragraph sumaries of 
resolutions. Supplied by Concordia Historical Institute. Sane 
photocopied pages obscure. 
Prmeedinqs, Southern District Convention. 1882-1948. St. lbuis: Concordia 
Publishing House. 
The date of the meeting is the date of publication. The reports 
include congregational statistics, missionary duties and general 
conditions of mission work in Southern District. Ekcellent source 
for c m t a r y  about missions. Information supplied by James M 1 ,  
Southern District Archivist. 
Statistical Report. Iutheran Church-Missouri Synod, 1870-1950. St. muis: 
Concordia Publishing House. 
The date of the report is the date of publication. Includes 
statistical tables of congregational membership, circuit assiwts, 
nurtiber of services reportedly held in each congregation, contributions, 
value of church property. Ekcellent source. Sac of the photocopied 
material, supplied by Concordia Historical Institute, is illegible. 
